April 27th, 1976

For his morning walk the devotees took Prabhupäda out to the Domain, a local park with small ponds, walkways, and various statues. One depicted a Viking warrior on horseback blowing a horn. Yaçomaténandana asked if the Vikings were kñatriyas.

"No," Prabhupäda said. "The kñatriyas fought on religious principles. They were noble warriors, not murderers."

"What about the modern soldiers?" Yaçomaténandana inquired. "Do they go to the heavenly planets when they die on the battlefield?"

Prabhupäda shook his head. "They are simply demons fighting demons for economic reasons. How can they go to heaven? They go to hell-both sides."

* * *

Prabhupäda was scheduled to give initiation to seven new disciples this morning. Thus when we arrived back the small temple room was already bedecked with colorful decorations and an unusual fire pit. Instead of using bricks for the outer walls, the devotees had placed a dozen smooth boulders taken from the garden all around the earthen base. It added a more natural ambience to the proceedings.

When Çréla Prabhupäda greeted the Deities he saw that provisions had been made on the altar for the proposed two new sets of Deities. Three simple, wooden, dome-shaped canopies perched on slender, polished-wood columns, stood side by side, with the beautiful forms of Çré Çré Rädhä-Giridhäré beneath the center one. Under the right side dome, there was an empty base, ready to receive Çré Çré Gaura-Nitäi; on the opposite side the tiny forms of Lord Jagannätha and His brother and sister stood before a larger base for the bigger Deities. After Puñöa Kåñëa Swami informed Prabhupäda that the devotees had already purchased the Deities and had made preparations for Their worship, Çréla Prabhupäda decided that the installation ceremony could take place. However, it was too short notice to combine the installation with the initiations and so there will be a second fire yajïa tomorrow.

Immediately after guru-püjä and a short lecture, Prabhupäda initiated seven new disciples, including some of Tuñöa Kåñëa Swami's men. In view of Çréla Prabhupäda's remarks to Tuñöa Kåñëa Mahäräja in Melbourne, Tuñöa Kåñëa made sure they shaved their heads for the occasion.
* * *

A reporter from the Herald newspaper conducted a half an hour interview with Çréla Prabhupäda after breakfast. He asked the usual questions: how many followers do you have? How many centers? When Prabhupäda told him he started the Movement on the orders of his Guru Mahäräja, the reporter mistakenly thought he was talking about one of the Mäyävädé gurus, who calls himself Guru Maharaji. So he asked Prabhupäda what he thought about him.

Prabhupäda candidly told him that only the Kåñëa consciousness movement is presenting the authorized Vedic culture. Other gurus are presenting sentiment only. And anyone who claims to be God is "simply bogus!"

Apparently some local city officials are trying to ban the devotees from chanting in the street. The reporter mentioned this, and Tuñöa Kåñëa confirmed that there had indeed been some publicity in one or two other cities—some favorable and some unfavorable.

Prabhupäda was pleased, because he said that if there is agitation against chanting, it is also good. Even if they say that Hare Kåñëa is bad, that is also good, because at least they will have chanted Hare Kåñëa. Prabhupäda told the devotees they will become triumphant if they continue to chant and distribute books.

But he cautioned them as well. "They think Hare Kåñëa movement is disturbing, a rascal civilization. So let us try our best, what can be done? You also are helping in this Movement, so don't spoil the Movement by manufacturing ideas. Don't do that. Go on in the standard way, keep yourself pure. Then the movement is sure to be successful. But if you want to spoil it by being whimsical, then what can be done? It will be spoiled. If you manufacture whims and disagree and fight amongst yourself, then it will be another edition of these so-called movements. It will lose the spiritual strength. Always remember it. Don't make it an ordinary musical vibration. It is a different thing, spiritual. So mantra is not ordinary sound vibration. We have to keep the mantra in potency, by offenseless chanting, by remaining pure. If you pollute the mantra, then it will lose its effect."

Tuñöa Kåñëa informed Çréla Prabhupäda that they have decided to build a temple on their farm and to install Deities. Prabhupäda was pleased to hear this. He told him that he should build hundreds of such temples all around the country and revolutionize the entire civilization.

