Lord Caitanya’s Childhood Pastimes

Things that are very difficult to do become easy to execute if one somehow or other simply remembers Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu. But if one does not remember Him, even easy things become very difficult. To this Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu I offer my respectful obeisances.

All glories to Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu, Nityananda Prabhu, Advaita Prabhu and all the devotees of Lord Caitanya!

I have thus described in brief the advent of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, who appeared as the son of mother Sachi exactly as Krishna appeared as the son of mother Yashoda.

I have already briefly spoken about the pastimes of His birth in chronological order. Now I shall give a synopsis of His childhood pastimes.

Let me offer my respectful obeisances unto the childhood pastimes of Lord Shri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, who is Lord Krishna Himself. Although such pastimes appear exactly like those of an ordinary child, they should be understood as various pastimes of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

In His first childhood pastimes the Lord turned upside down while lying on His bed, and thus He showed His parents the marks of His lotus feet.

When the Lord tried to walk, in His small footprints the specific marks of Lord Visnhu were visible, namely the flag, thunderbolt, conchshell, disc and fish.

Seeing all these marks, neither His father nor His mother could understand whose footprints they were. Thus struck with wonder, they could not understand how those marks could be possible in their home.

Jagannatha Mishra said, “Certainly child Krishna is with the Shalgrama-shila taking His childhood form, He is playing within the room.”

While mother Sachi and Jagannatha Mishra were talking, child Nimai woke up and began to cry, and mother Sachi took Him on her lap and allowed Him to suck her breast.

While mother Sachi was feeding the child from her breast, she saw on His lotus feet all the marks that were visible on the floor of the room, and she called for Jagannatha Mishra.

When Jagannatha Mishra saw the wonderful marks on the sole of his son, he became very joyful and privately called for Nilambara Cakravarti.

When Nilambara Cakravarti saw those marks, he smilingly said, “Formerly I ascertained all this by astrological calculation and noted it in writing.

“There are thirty- two bodily marks that symptomize a great personality, and I see all those marks on the body of this child.

“‘There are thirty- two bodily symptoms of a great personality: five of his bodily parts are large, five fine, seven reddish, six raised, three small, three broad and three grave.’

 “This baby has all the symptoms of Lord Narayana on His palms and soles. He will be able to deliver all the three worlds.

“This child will preach the Vaishnava cult and deliver both His maternal and paternal families.

“I propose to perform a name-giving ceremony. We should observe a festival and call for the brahmanas because today is very auspicious.

“In the future this child will protect and maintain all the world. For this reason He is to be called Vishvambhara.”

After hearing Nilambara Cakravarti’s prediction, Sacimata and Jagannatha Mishra observed the name-giving festival in great joy, inviting all the brahmanas and their wives.

