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his became almost a daily affair. Raghunätha would run away from home, and his father would again bring him back. Then Raghunätha däsa’s mother spoke to his father as follows.

“Our son has become mad,” she said. “Just keep him by binding him with ropes.” His father, being very unhappy, replied to her as follows. “Raghunätha däsa, our son, has opulences like Indra, the heavenly King, and his wife is as beautiful as an angel. Yet all this could not tie down his mind. How then could we keep this boy home by binding him with ropes? It is not possible even for one’s father to nullify the reactions of one’s past activities. Lord Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu has fully bestowed His mercy on him. Who can keep home such a madman of Caitanyacandra?”

Then Raghunätha däsa considered something in his mind, and the next day he went to Nityänanda Gosäïi. In the village of Pänihäöi, Raghunätha däsa obtained an interview with Nityänanda Prabhu, who was accompanied by many kértana performers, servants and others. Sitting on a rock under a tree on the bank of the Ganges, Lord Nityänanda seemed as effulgent as hundreds of thousands of rising suns.

Many devotees sat on the ground surrounding Him. Seeing the influence of Nityänanda Prabhu, Raghunätha däsa was astonished. Raghunätha däsa offered his obeisances by falling prostrate at a distant place, and the servant of Nityänanda Prabhu pointed out, “There is Raghunätha däsa, offering You obeisances.”

Hearing this, Lord Nityänanda Prabhu said, “You are a thief. Now you have come to see Me. Come here, come here. Today I shall punish you!” The Lord called him, but Raghunätha däsa did not go near the Lord. Then the Lord forcibly caught him and placed His lotus feet upon Raghunätha däsa’s head.

Lord Nityänanda was by nature very merciful and funny. Being merciful, He spoke to Raghunätha däsa as follows. “You are just like a thief, for instead of coming near, you stay away at a distant place. Now that I have captured you, I shall punish you.

“Make a festival and feed all My associates yogurt and chipped rice.” Hearing this, Raghunätha däsa was greatly pleased. Raghunätha däsa immediately sent his own men to the village to purchase all kinds of eatables and bring them back.

Raghunätha däsa brought chipped rice, yogurt, milk, sweetmeats, sugar, bananas and other eatables and placed them all around. As soon as they heard that a festival was going to be held, all kinds of brähmaëas and other gentlemen began to arrive. Thus there were innumerable people.

Seeing the crowd increasing, Raghunätha däsa arranged to get more eatables from other villages. He also brought two to four hundred large, round earthen pots. He also obtained five or seven especially large earthen pots, and in these pots a brähmaëa began soaking chipped rice for the satisfaction of Lord Nityänanda.

In one place, chipped rice was soaked in hot milk in each of the large pots. Then half the rice was mixed with yogurt, sugar and bananas.The other half was mixed with condensed milk and a special type of banana known as cäìpä- kalä. Then sugar, clarified butter and camphor were added.

After Nityänanda Prabhu had changed His cloth for a new one and sat on a raised platform, the brähmaëa brought before Him the seven huge pots. On that platform, all the most important associates of Çré Nityänanda Prabhu, as well as other important men, sat down in a circle around the Lord.

Among them were Rämadäsa, Sundaränanda, Gadädhara däsa, Muräri, Kamaläkara, Sadäçiva and Purandara. Dhanaïjaya, Jagadéça, Parameçvara däsa, Maheça, Gaurédäsa and Hoòa Kåñëadäsa were also there.

Similarly, Uddhäraëa Datta Öhäkura and many other personal associates of the Lord sat on the raised platform with Nityänanda Prabhu. No one could count them all. Hearing about the festival, all kinds of learned scholars, brähmaëas and priests went there. Lord Nityänanda Prabhu honored them and made them sit on the raised platform with Him. Everyone was offered two earthen pots. In one was put chipped rice with condensed milk, and in the other chipped rice with yogurt. Antya 6.65 
