16:                 DEVOURING THE FOREST FIRE

A.         Read the entire chapter. (pages 134-135)

                            Questions

1.  Follow direction A and answer these questions:

2.   Follow the instructions for B, choosing one of the following topics:  forest, fire, fear, heat.

3.   Follow the instructions for C, choosing one of the following topics:  Krsna eating the forest fire (Krsna Book, Volume 1, hard back edition following page 152), cows eating grass, cowherd boys find footprints of cows.

***Follow instruction D and answer questions 4 and 5.

4.    When  Krsna,   the  Supreme  Mystic  and  the  all-powerful Personality of Godhead,  saw that His friends were fearful due to  the forest fire,  He immediately swallowed it up.   How can Krsna do this?   Explain your answer very logically and give an example of something even more wonderful that Krsna has done.

5.   When Krsna heard His cowherd boyfriends appealing to Him for help,  He told them not to worry.  Therefore, they all felt safe.  Is their feeling of safety intelligent or simply illusion?   Give reasons for your answer.

6.    Following  the  instructions  for  E,  write  one  or  more paragraphs  that can be put on the bulletin board explaining  why it is dangerous to play with fire.   Direct the paragraph to your friends,  and  if  you have any personal experiences proving this point, tell them. Make your point strong and convincing.

17:     STEALING THE GARMENTS OF THE UNMARRIED GOPI GIRLS 

A.         Begin  reading  on page 153,  beginning of the  second paragraph  (Early in the morning...) until page 155,  end of  the first paragraph (...most obedient servitors).

                            Questions

1.  Follow direction A and answer these questions:

2.   Follow the instructions fo B,  choosing one of the following topics:  garments, Katyayani, worship.

3.   Follow the instructions for C, choosing one of the following topics:   Krsna in Kadamba tree holding gopis' clothes,  (picture in Krsna Book, Volume 1,) goddess Durga (S.B. 6:1, plate 5)

***Follow the instructions for D and answer questions 4 and 5.

4.   The  gopis worship of the demigods was perfect for they only requested  to be married to Krsna.  Why doesn't Krsna  reccommend demigod  worship in the Bhagavad-Gita?   Read Bhagavad-Gita  7:20 and the purport for help answering this question.

5.   On page 156, Krsna lists the good qualities of trees.  Write down  these qualities and tell how each quality is useful  for  a Krsna conscious person.

6.    Krsna cheated the gopis and stole their garments from them.  Following   the directions for E,  explaing what you  would  tell someone  who  says he could steal and cheat  because  Krsna,  the Supreme Lord,  did it?

18:                WORSHIPPING GOVARDHANA HILL 

A.         One  day,  Krsna saw that the residents of  Vrindavana were  preparing a great sacrifice to Lord Indra who suplies rain. Krsna  wanted  to  stop this sacrifice  to  establish  devotional service  as  the  best.  Being  the  all-knowing  Personality  of Godhead,  He  knew  what the  cowherd men were doing,  but  as  a matter of ettiquete He sweetly inquired from His father.

B.        Begin reading on page 166, third paragraph (Krsna asked His  father...),  until  page 167,  end of the  second  paragraph (...does not look very good for him).

C.        Continue reading on page 169, second paragraph starting, "My dear father..." until the end of the chapter.

                            Questions

1.  Follow direction A and answer these questions:

2.   Follow the instructions for B, choosing one of the following topics:  vaisya, Govardhana-puja, Maharaja Indra.

3.   Follow the instructions for C, choosing one of the following topics:  feast plate, ghee, grains.

***Follow instruction D. Answer two out of questions 4, 5, and 6.

4.   Read  the  last paragraph on  page  167,  beginning,  "After hearing this..." and ending on page 168,"...which was arranged by the  cowherd  men in Vrndavana."  List the two reasons  mentioned for  not  worshipping demigods and then write a  paragraph  about each of them. 

5.   Read  the two paragraphs beginning on page 168,  "With  this purpose in mind...",  and ending on page 169, "...not absolute in awarding good results to anyone."  Then explain the karma-mimamsa philosophy and the flaw in it.  Use examples from your reading.

6.   In  the Bhagavad-gita,  Krsna explains that it is the job of the vaisya community to protect cows.   Read Bhagavad-gita  14:16 and   the  purport  and  then  explain  the  importance  of   cow protection.

7.   Follow  the  instructions for E,  and answer  the  following question:   It is said on page 166, "A pure devotee of Lord Krsna doesn't have to perform any of the ritualistic functions enjoined in the Vedas,  nor is he required to worship any demigods."  This is true because worship of Krsna is like watering the root of the tree:   automatically  the branches,  twigs,  and  leaves  become nourished.  Similarly, by woirshipping Krsna all the demigods are automatically  satisafied.  Draw  a picture of this  example  and explain it in your own words.

19:            DEVASTATING RAINFALL IN VRINDAVANA 

A.         When  King  Indra  understood that  the  residents  of Vrindavana  had stopped the sacrifice meant for him and,  on  the advice  of Krsna,    had worshipped Govardhana Hill  instead,  he became furious. He said, "Just see the impudence of the residents of  Vrindavana!  They  are  too  puffed-up  with  their  material prosperity and their talkative little friend,  Krsna.  Therefore, trusting  Him,  they  have dared to defy the  demigods.  I  shall therefore  punish them most severely;  they shall  be  vanquished along  with  their  cows!" Indra then called for  the  samvartaka cloud  used at the end of the universe for destroying the  entire cosmic  manifestation  and ordered it to go over  Vrindavana  and inundate it with torrential rains.

B.         Begin reading on page 174, third paragraph (Ordered by King Indra...) until the end of the chapter.

                            Questions

1.  Follow instruction A and answer these questions:

2.  Follow  the  instructions  for  B choosing  one  out  of  the following topics: rainclouds, flooding, anger

3.  Follow  the  instructions  for C,  choosing one  out  of  the following  topics:   samvartaka  cloud,  Govardhana  Hill,  Krsna lifting Govardhana Hill (picture from KB volume 1)

***Follow instruction D. Answer two out of questions 4, 5, and 6.

4. Lord Indra became angry at the residents of Vrindavana because they had surrendered to Krsna,  whom he thought an ordinary  boy. Therefore,  Lord  Indra  was  acting like  a  muddha.  Why  don't devotees  consider  Lord Krsna an ordinary man?  Why can we  call those who consider Krsna ordinary,  "muddhas"?  Read BG 9:11  and the purport for help.

5. Indra foolishly thought himself independant of Krsna, although He  is the master of even the demigods.  How was it possible  for King Indra to forget his actual position.

6.  The  residents of Vrindavana began to pray to Krsna as  their only shelter, and so Lord Krsna lifted Govardhana Hill to protect them.  Why did the Lord go through so much trouble to protect His devotees?

7.  Following instruction E,  write a poem describing the lifting of Govardhana Hill and draw a picture to go along with it.

20:         VIDYADHARA LIBERATED & SANKHASURA KILLED 

A.        Begin reading on page 225, first paragraph (Once upon a time...)  until page 227,  end of second paragraph (...assume the form of a serpent).

B.        Continue reading on page 228, third paragraph starting, "Vidyadhara,  awaiting permission..." until the end of the end of the chapter.

                            Questions 

1. Follow the instructions for A and answer these questions:

2.  Follow the instructions for B,  choosing one of the following topics: Lord Siva, lotus feet, Kuvera

3.  Follow the instructions for C,  choosing one of the following topics:  a  snake,  the  cowherd men beating the serpent and  the snake eating Nanda Maharaja (for this you may see the picture  in the  hardbound KB volume one after page 200),  Krsna and Balarama dancing wiht the gopis

***Follow instruction D. Answer two out of questions 4, 5, and 6.

4.   Why  don't  Vaisnavas  generally  observe  the  ceremony  of Sivaratri?  Read  BG  9:23 for help.  Why do Vaisnavas  sometimes worship Lord Siva?

5.  Although Vidyadhara was a demigod,  still he was condemned to an  abominable  species  of  life.  This was  simply  due  to  an accidental fall down. How can we protect ourselves from such fall downs? For help read BG 9:31 and the purport.

6.  Materialistic  people,  who  are filled  with  lusty  desires sometimes  say  that  since Krsna is the  supreme  authority,  we should  follow His example.  They say,  "Krsna danced  with  many beautiful  women so we should too." Explain why we cannot imitate Krsna.  For  help  you may read KB volume beginning on  page  219 secpnd  paragraph (One may also argue...) until page 220  end  of the second paragraph (...religious or irreligious principles).

7.  Follow instruction E and answer the following question:  Even though Vidyadhara was very beautiful and wealthy,  because he did not use his opulence in Krsna's service,  it caused his falldown. In the same way,  Sankhasura was very wealthy and being puffed-up because of his riches, he was killed. How would you use 1. money, 2.  land,  3. fame, and 4. scientific knowledge in Krsna service. What would be the result of each use?

              [***END OF KRSNA BOOK VOLUME ONE***]
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