Unit H: The Vedic Observer

Lesson Eight:Rewriting for Polish/

                     Introducing the Clause and the Adverb Clause

What is the difference between a PHRASE and a CLAUSE?

A  phrase is group of words NOT containing a VERB or its SUBJECT. Phrases,  like  the  adjective  and adverb phrases we  have  just learned  about,  are  used as a single part of speech  to  modify words.

A CLAUSE is different from a phrase.   A clause has a verb and  a subject.   But  a clause is also different from a sentence  which also has a verb and a subject.

The man ran.              This group of words is a SENTENCE.   It      S   V                has a verb and a subject,  and it makes                           sense by itself.

When  the  man  ran       This  group  of  words  is  a   CLAUSE.                    S    V        Although  it has a verb and a  subject,                           it  makes no sense by itself.   Because                           the  word  "When" has  been  added,  it                           needs   to  be  connected  to   another                           sentence for it to make sense.

                    * * * * * * * * * * * * *

A group of words that has a subject and a verb,  but doesn't make sense  by  itself  is  a called a CLAUSE.  

                    * * * * * * * * * * * * *

EXERCISE A:

For each word group below,  underline the subject and circle  the verb.   Then  write  whether the group of words is a clause or  a sentence.  If the word group is a clause, write the word or words to drop to make the clause a sentence.  The first one is done for you.

1. Because the tree  was  huge    

                S   verb

Drop "because" to make this clause into a sentence.

2.  Krsna ran through the forest.

3.  When the gopis saw Him go.   

4.  Balarama killed the demon.

5.  Even though Putana was a demon.

6.  The cowherd boys played. 

7.  Wherever the holy names are chanted.

8.  Before the demon attacked. 

9.  Akrura took away Krsna. 

10. Due to the fact that Krsna ate butter.

11. Krsna killed Kamsa.

Every clause, like every phrase, is used like a single word--an 

adverb, an adjective, or a noun.  Remember: no clause makes sense by  itself  (as  no adverb,  adjective,  or noun makes  sense  by itself). Only a sentence makes sense by itself.

A  clause  that does the work of an adverb (modifies a  verb)  is called  an adverb clause. 

Read the three sentences below.

A. I awoke before. (The adverb "before" tells "when I awoke.")

   S   V    Adv.

B. I awoke on time. (The adverb phrase "on time" tells "when.")

   S   V    ADV. PHRASE

C. I awoke when I heard the chanting.
   S   V          S   V

                ADVERB CLAUSE

The adverb phrase in the sentence B has no subject or verb, while the  adverb clause in sentence C does have a subject and a  verb. but still could not stand alone as a separate sentence.

Because  the  word added to a sentence tells us that a clause  is beginning, the "signal" word is called a CLAUSE SIGNAL.  Here are some common clause signals for adverb clauses:

Adverb clause signals for WHEN: when,  whenever, as, as soon as,                                  before, after since, while

Adverb clause signals for WHERE: where, wherever

Adverb clause signals for HOW: as if, as though

These clause signals are words that help the adverb clause modify its  verb.   Learn to recognize them and you will be able  easily tell when an adverb clause is beginning.

                     * * * * * * * * * * * * 

EXERCISE B:

Copy  each  of  the sentences below  into  your  notebook.  Write whether  the  underlined word or words is an  adverb,  an  adverb phrase,  or  an  adverb clause.   Then circle the  verb  that  is modified.  If  the underlined words are an adverb  clause,  write down  the clause's subject,  verb,  as well as the clause  signal to  remove  if  you  wanted the word group to stand  alone  as  a separate sentence. The first one is done for you.

1. The great sage Gargamuni understood where Krsna had appeared.
Adverb clause modifying the verb "understood."

Adverb clause verb: had appeared

Adverb clause subject: Krsna

Adevrb clause signal: where

2.  Whenever Krsna appears He brings His devotees.

3.  I learned about the spiritual world.

4.  Lord Krsna sweetly played on His jewelled flute. 

5.  As  the army marched,  they played bugles, trumpets, and many         other musical insruments.

6.  Whenever there is serious trouble, Krsna appears.

7.  The boys quickly ran from the demon.

8.  I ran into the temple.

9.  The gopis cried as if their hearts would crack.

10. I paid obeisances before the Deities.

11. Kali-yuga has  rapidly progressed since the disappearance of     Lord Krsna.

EXERCISE C:

Add adverb clauses to the following sentences, and then write the complete  sentence  in  your notebook.   Circle the verb  in  the adverb clause and underline its subject.  Hint: start each adverb clause with an adverb clause signals.   The first one is done for you.

1.  Krsna escaped from Kaliya's coils.

    When He saw that all the inhabitants were about to die, 

    Krsna escaped from Kaliya's coils.

2.  Prahlada was crowned king by Lord Brahma.

3.  I woke up.

4.  The evil demon ran. 

5.  Lord Nrsimhadeva roared.

6.  Hiranyakasipu was killed.

7.  Prahlada prayed to the Lord.

8.  The gopis cried.

9.  The karmis act.

10. The devotees sing.
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