Unit H: The Vedic Observer

Lesson Four : Rewriting/  Refining the Focus Statement

    Think  about  the news article you've chosen and  the  "Vedic Observer" article you are writing about it.   Now think about the Krsna conscious philosophical point you would like to make within the  article.   Does  the Krsna conscious point have to  do  with death?  Does it have to do with beauty?   With animals?   Knowing the  topic  on which you will write your  Krsna  conscious  point isn't enough.  You have to make a specific point about the topic.  For example,  if our topic is "Krsna",  we could say many  things about Krsna:

Krsna is the Supreme Personality of Godhead

Krsna lifted Govardhan Hill.

Krsna is the shelter of His devotees.

Krsna's instructions in Bhagavad-gita can help us each day.

Krsna is most beautiful.

Krsna's mercy is shown by His bringing us to a spiritual master.

    We  will  write about one or another depending upon  what  we wish to communicate,   A one sentence statement telling the point that  the  author wants to communciate about his topic is  called the FOCUS.

              *                 *                 *

Exercise A:

Write three focus statements about each of four of the  following six topics:  

The Spiritual World              Death

Srila Prabhupada                 Lord Caitanya

Chanting Hare Krsna              Vrindavana dham.

              *                 *                 *

    To  make  a  powerful  focus  for  your  writng,  start  with something you actually feel or care about, for example--

       I would like more sweets to be served at prasadam--

may be the start of a good focus if many sweets make your day.

    Then, take your statement and generalize it.  Shift from what is good for you to what is good for a larger group. Thus--

       I would like more sweets to be served at prasadam--

becomes--

      More  sweets  should be served to gurukula  

              students  at prasadam.

    A  convincing  essay about that focus will  make  interesting reading.   Here's another example of a personal statement that is actually felt--

        The gurukula boys should show me more respect--

                            becomes--

          Gurukula  students  should show more respect  

                       to  their teachers.

Remember:  For  an  essay  to be  powerful,  its  focus  must  be powerful.  Since the focus is that statement within an essay that the  writer  wants  to  communciate  to  the  reader,  the  focus statement must be something the writer cares about.  Writing that the author does not care about will be boring.   If I write about the  focus,  "The wall of the temple should be blue,"  the  essay will not be powerful unless I very much care about blue walls.  

Remember:   To make a powerful focus for your essay, first make a personal statement that you actually care about.  Then generalize that statement for a larger group.

                      * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Exercise B: 

Generalize  the  the following personal statements so they  would make powerful focuses.

1. I want to surrender more to Krsna.

2. Worshiping  my  Prabhupada  deity increases my  affection  for Prabhupada.

3. Swimming in the Yamuna River is purifying for me.

4.  I don't think that reading fictional novels helps one's Krsna consciousness.

5.  Preaching fixes me in Krsna consciousness.

6. When I go around cows, I feel peaceful.

7.  I see that some boys influence other not to chant.  (This one will need some additional information)

8.  When my friend came to Vrindaban, he found it easier to think about Krsna.

9. When I talk to during japa period, my rounds suffer.

10.  I  find that my friends strongly influence my consciousness. (This  one  will  take some work to make into  a  powerful  focus statement.)

              *                 *                 *

 Make  sure your focus statements are not vague.   Don't write  a statement such as--

                      I like many things--

and generalize it into--

                   Devotees like many things.

or, 

                    I think cows are nice---

and generalize it into---

                       Devotees like cows.    

Be  more specific.   Instead of writing--I like many  things, tell things you like and why you like them:

    I  like good association because it seems important  for         my advancement in Krsna consciousness.

    I like writing because it awakens realizations within me.

    I  like  waking up early because I find it easier  to  listen             when I chant in the early morning hours.

and then generalize:

          Good association is essential for advancement                      in Krsna consciousness.

                    Writing awakens realizations.

          Chanting is easier in the early morning hours.

Exercise C:

Write a specific statements for each vague one.   Then generalize it into a focus.

1. I think the Krsna consciousness movement is important.

2. I find that my friends help me in many ways.

3. I think that eating prasadam is good.  

4. I think that the preaching all over the world should increase.

5. I think I should be more careful.

Exercise D: 

Write  powerful  focus  statements about four of the  six  topics below.   Show  your  first step of writing a  personal  statement before showing the focus you finally choose.

1. computers

2. mountains

3. the spiritual master

4. Prabhupada's books

5. scientists

6. Srila Prabhupada-lilamrta

            *  ********** * ** *** ** * **********  *

    Now  decide  on  the exact FOCUS statement  of  your  writing project  and begin REWRITING your piece for FOCUS.   When you are finished, go on to the next lesson on REWRITING  for DEVELOPMENT. 

       *******       *       *******       *       *******
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