Unit H: The Vedic Observer  

Lesson  Thirteen: Rewriting for Polish/Using Mnemonics to  

                                        Improve Spelling 

               Using Mnemonics to Improve Spelling

    Mnemonic?  A funny looking word,  isn't it?  A mnemonic is an aid for the memory.  Mnemonic is pronounced as if it were spelled "nim-onic,"  and it rhymes with the word "demonic."  

    To  use mnemonics to help your spelling,  first find  a  word you have difficulty with.   Then think of a saying that will help your  remember  how to spell the whole word,  or the part of  the word that is most difficult for you to remember.   The saying may be clever or even funny. For example--

FRIEND: The word FRIEND ends in END.

or

STATIONERY: The papER which is stationERy also has an -ER.

or

HEAR: To hEAR you need an EAR.

or

BELIEVE: Strange but true, beLIEve has a LIE in it.

   Of  course it may be impossible for you to think of a mnemonic aid for every word you have difficulty spelling,  but any you can think up will help you.  Here are some more.

NECESSARY: In neCeSSary, you can C two S's.

PREFER: I pREfer to REad.

OFTEN: You do something ofTEN if you do it TEN times.

GRAMMAR:  Write GRAM and then repeat the last three letters,  but           this time backwards. GRAM + MAR

   Mnemonics  can also help you remember the  difference  between word that you often confuse.

THEIR: TheIr has an I in it.  It has to do with people.

THERE: A place like HERE is in tHERE.

MEET: You grEET those you mEET.

MEAT: Never EAT mEAT.

EXERCISE:

   Find five words that you often have trouble spelling.   Locate the  part  of each word you find most difficult to  remember  and create  a mnemonic device for that word.  Then write the word and the mnemonic device in your notebook.

PART TWO:  SPELLING WORDS

1.  difference                     11. obey

2.  double                         12. perfume

3.  examination                    13. population

4.  expected                       14. prepared

5.  frightened                     15. provided

6.  grocery                        16. satisfied

7.  island                         17. section

8.  machinery                      18. secure

9.  museum                         19. square

10. national                       20. statement

PART THREE: ABBREVIATIONS

                        LETTER WRITING

  road = Rd

  avenue = Ave.

  street = St.

  lane = La.

  drive = Dr.

  boulevard = Blvd.

  Rural Free Delivery = R.F.D.

  Rural Delivery = R.D.

  P.O. = Post Office

  P.S. = postscript

  R.S.V.P. = please reply

  P.T.O. = please turn over  

Exercise A:

    Change all words that are written as abbreviations into fully spelled  words,  and  all  words  that can  be  abbreviated  into abbreviations. 

   Example:  1. The temple is on 2nd St. next to the Post Office.

             1. The temple is on 2nd Street next to the P.O.

     There  are over 150 ISKCON temples around the world now  and over  65  in the United States.  One of the  biggest  temples  in America  is the one in Los Angeles on Watseka Avenue.  There is a temple  in Denver on Cherry St.,  one in Philadelphia  on  Allens Lane,  one in Lake Huntington,  Post Office Box #388, a temple in Saint  Louis  on Lindell Blvd.,  one in  Topanga,  California  on Callon Drive,  and another temple where they worship Sita,  Rama, Laksamana and Hanuman, on Oaklyn Rd., in Potomac, Maryland. Those are only a few of the temples in the cities, what to speak of the many farms.  There is a farm in Hawaii called New Krsnaloka, P.O. Box 108,  and a farm in Pennsylvania called Gita-Nagari on  Rural Delivery #1, and many more throughout the country. 

     Sometimes  we  finish  writing  a letter and  sign  it  when suddenly we remember that there is something else we want to say. That  is  when we use the postscript.  Or if you're  sending  out invitations  to  come to the temple for a  special  festival  you might  write R.S.V.P.  at the end of the invitation.  Use  pleaseturn over if it is unclear whether to turn the page or not. 

Note:  Ask your teacher for the abbreviations of the city, state,        and country you live in.

PART FOUR: EXERCISES

1. Proofreading:

   Copy the following passage and proofread it. 

   In  the Caitanya-caritamrita,  the authur,  Krsnadasa Kaviraja Goswami, after studiing all the Vedic litteratures, has given his opineon that Krsna is the only suprem master and that all  living entitys are His etirenal servents.

2. Missing Letters:

   Copy these words, filling in the blanks.

sat_sf_ed,   stat_m_nt,   ab__,   pro__ded,   gro_er,   na__onla, di__eren_e,   fr_g_tened,  se__ion,  sq__re,  p_rf_me,  pr_p_red, __land,  mus__m, d_ub__, e_pe__ed, s_c_re, pop_la__on, ma_b_nery, e_am_nation

3. Word Hunt:

   Copy the square into your notebook. 

         ------------------------------------

         |      |      |      |      |      |

         |   N  |   E  |   V  |   E  |   R  |

         ------------------------------------

         |      |      |      |      |      |  Find at 

         |   R  |   A  |   O  |   S  |   I  |  least nine words

         ------------------------------------  in the box.

         |      |      |      |      |      |  They may read 

         |    A |   R  |   T  |   T  |   V  |  forwards, back-

         ------------------------------------  wards, up, down

         |      |      |      |      |      |  or diagonally. 

         |   P  |   A  |   E  |   R  |   E  |  Circle them.

         ------------------------------------

         |      |      |      |      |      |

         |   Y  |   N  |   I  |   A  |   R  |

         ------------------------------------

4. Word Evolution:

   How may words can you make by changing a single letter of  the given word at a time? For example:

     from boy to joy, to job, to sob, to sub, to sun, to fun

     a. cat

     b. seed

     c. work

     d. fire

5. New Words:

   Using  the letters from the given word,  make new  words.  For example, from doghouse we can make:

              God, dough, use, go, hose, good, etc

     a. downtown

     b. bathroom

     c. traveller

     d. baseball

     e. starlight

6. Adding Letter to solve Riddles:

     a.  cub    --  Add a letter to this baby and defend yourself                      from being hit by it.

     b.  bat    --  Add a letter to this creature and cross the                      ocean.

     c.  far    --  Add a letter and see why everyone is running.

     d.  desert --  Add a letter and change the dry land to  a                        sweet swerved at the end of the meal.
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