Unit H: The Vedic Observer

Lesson Eleven: Rewriting for Polish/ Participles and 

                                      Participle Phrases

Do you remember the main forms of a verb?

infinitive     present    present participle     past participle
to walk         walk           walking              walked

to carry        carry          carrying             carried

to play         play           playing              played

   A  verb's present participle (-ing form) is sometimes used  as an  adjective.   Sometimes a verbs past participle (-ed form)  is used as an adjective as well.  When used in this way,  these verb forms are called PARTICIPLES. A participle and all the words that describe it are called a PARTICIPLE PHRASE.   Participle  phrases can also be used as adjectives.

The house overlooking the peaceful lake is the temple.      N        PP

         Present Participle Phrase

The mrdunga beat played by the tall devotee interested us.

             N       PP

         Past Participle Phrase 

      * * * * * * *   * * * *   *   * * * *   * * * * * * *

         Sentences can sometimes be combined by reducing 

          one sentence to a present participle phrase--

The gopis saw Krsna and Balarama.Krsna and Balarama were going to the forest.
The gopis saw Krsna and Balarama going to the forest.

             Or  they  can  be combined by reducing 

                one to a past participle phrase--

Baby Krsna was watched by gopis.The gopis were filled with affection. 

Baby Krsna was watched by gopis filled with affection.

                 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

           Place  a  comma  after  a participle phrase 

                   when it begins a sentence.

Arjuna threw down his bow and arrows.Arjuna was lamenting for that which was not worthy of grief.

Lamenting  for  that which was not worthy of grief,  Arjuna  threw down his bow and arrows.

                          * * * * * * * 

Participle  phrases should be placed as close as possible to  the nouns they modify.  Otherwise the combined sentences may not make sense.

                  The lion leaped at the hawk.

              The hawk was winging through the sky.

      Winging through the sky, the lion leaped at the hawk.

          Participle Phrase                             N  

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

      The lion leaped at the hawk winging through the sky.

                              N       Participle Phrase

Exercise A:

Make  a  present participle phrase from one of the  sentences  in each  group,   and then combine the group into one sentence.  The first one has been done for you.

1.  The book cost ten dollars. The book is sitting on the shelf.

    The book sitting on the shelf cost ten dollars.

2.  The   guest visits the temple often.  The guest is walking in     the door.

3.  The  guest is talking to the temple president.  The guest  is     standing by the altar.  

4.  The  guest was taking out some money.  The guest paid for the     book.

5.  The president was taking out a gift card. The president wrote     down an adress.

6.  A friend will get the book by mail.  The friend is living  in     Ohio.

7.  The person will be surprised. The person is getting the book.

8.  People often come to the temple. People are looking for Krsna     consciousness.

9.  The   cowherd boys always go to the forest.  The cowherd boys     are playing with Krsna.

10. The  cowherd  boys  play with Krsna.  The  cowherd  boys  are     running behind Krsna.

Exercise B:

Make  a past participle phrase from one of the sentences in  each group,   and then combine the group into one sentence.  The first one has been done for you.

1.  We  visited a temple.  The temple is new. The temple is blue.     The temple is perched on a cliff.

    We visited the new blue temple perched on the cliff.

2.  In  front there is a gate.  The gate is opened by a devotee.     The devotee is bright faced.  The devotee is happy.

3.  A  path leads to the temple.  The path is long.  The path  is     winding. The path is bordered by hedges. The hedges are tall.     The hedges are green. The hedges are neatly trimmed.

4.  Along the path was an oak tree.  The tree was huge.  The tree     was dead. The tree was knocked down by the wind. The wind was     strong.

5.  The  belongs to a person.  The person is  the  greatest.  The     person's name is Sri Krsna.

6.  We admired the garden.  The garden was beautiful.  The garden     was well organized.  The garden was filled with flowers.  The     flowers  were  lotus  flowers.  The flowers  were  blue.  The     flowers were white. The flowers were red.

7.  We also admired the Deities. The Deities were decorated with     jewelery. The jewelery was golden. The jewelery was silver.

8.  In  front  of the Deities there was a chain.  The  chain  was     decorated.  The chain was decorated with flowers. The flowers         were aromatic.

9.  Along  the  road to the farm was a small tree.  The tree  was     planted by the farmer.

10. The  farm belongs to a devotee.  The devotee is named  Krsna             dasa.

Exercise C:

Look   through   the  story  of  "The  Devastating  Rainfall   in Vrindavana" and find three sentences with either present or  past participle phrases.  (Hint: look for -ing or -ed words). Copy the complete  sentences  into  your  notebook  and  then  recopy  the participle  phrase  beneath the sentence.   Circle the  noun  the particple phrase modifies,  and then underline the participle and tell whether it is a present or past participle.
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