Unit H: The Vedic Observer

Lesson Ten: Rewriting  for  Polish/ Subordinating  with  

                                     Relative Pronouns

    We  have  studied that an adverb clause is a group  of  words with  a  subject  and a predicate that together  modify  a  verb.  Adverb clauses don't make sense by themselves as sentences do.

As  an  adverb clause is a clause used as an adverb to  modify  a verb,  an  ADJECTIVE  CLAUSE is a clause used as an ADJECTIVE  to modify a noun or pronoun.  

Notice  that  both the adjective and the adjective clause in  the sentences below modify the noun "rasagulla."

A. He ate the sweet rasagulla.

               Adj.

B. He ate the rasagulla that was sweet.
                           S    V

The  subject of the adjective clause is "that."  When  "that"  is used  as an adjective clause signal,  "that" is called a relative pronoun (because it relates or connects the clause to the rest of the  sentence).   When  a relative pronoun  begins  an  adjective clause,  the relative pronoun's antecedent (the noun to which the pronoun refers) is the noun that the clause modifies.

The  clause signals that can begin an adjective clause are  fewer in  number  than  the clause signals that  can  begin  an  adverb clause.   Usually,  the  adjective  clause signal is one  of  the relative pronouns.

who (whom)         whose          that         which 

I have a cousin who reads Krsna book each day.
The adjective clause modifies the noun "cousin."

We gave the book whose cover was ripped to him.

The adjective clause modifies the noun book.
The man that was smiling came.

The adjective clause modifies the noun man.
Each apple which was big was offered.

The adjective clause modifies the noun apple.
                    * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Relative  pronouns  and  their adjective clauses can be  used  to combine sentences:

A.The demon was upset.

B.The demon's name was Aghasura.

Just insert the correct relative pronoun, and place the adjective clause directly behind the noun it modifies.

The demon whose name was Aghasura was upset.

Let's try another--

A. Aghasura opened his tooth-filled mouth.

B. His mouth stretched from land to sky.

Just insert the correct relative pronoun, and place the adjective clause directly behind the noun it modifies.

Agahasura opened his tooth filled mouth which stretched from land to sky.
When building sentences with the relative pronouns who, which, or that, remember these rules:

Use WHO to refer only to people.

Use WHICH to refer only to things.

Use THAT to refer to either people or things.

Exercise A:

    Combine  into  one sentence each  group  of  sentences.  Then underline the adjective clause once,  underline the clause signal twice,  and,  circle the noun the adjective clause modifies,  The first has been done for you.                         

1.  I bought some Gaur-nitai Deities. They were golden.

    I bought some Gaur-nitai Deities, which were golden.

                              noun      sig  

                                      adjective clause

2.  We planned a kirtana. The kirtana would last 24 hours.

3.  Our destination was Krsnaloka. Krsnaloka was in the spiritual     sky.

4.  Bhakta bought dhotis. The dhotis were bright orange.

5.  We need the Bhagavad-gita. The Bhagavad-gita is new.

6.  We saw a devotee. The devotee was very happy.

7.  I played the kartalas. The kartalas were melodious.

8.  I saw a boy. The boy lived in a Gurukula.

9.  I met a teacher. The teacher taught writing.

10. I talked to a pujari. The pujari was a good cook.

EXERCISE B:

Look   through  the  story  of  "The  Devastating   Rainfall   in Vrindavana"   and  find three sentences with  adjective  clauses. (Hint:  look  for relative pronouns.) Copy the complete sentences into  your  notebook and then recopy each sentence in  two  part: main  sentence  and adjective clause.  In the  advective  clause, underline  the  relative pronoun twice,  the  subject  once,  and circle  the  verb.   Finally,  circle the noun  that  the  clause modifies within the main sentence.
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