Unit G: Telling of An Incident in Which You Took No Part

Lesson Nine: Rewriting for Polish/Compound sentences

A sentence that when split between it's subject and its predicate forms two parts is called a  SIMPLE SENTENCE. 

  Cows    /   eat  grass.

 subject   predicate

Each devotee / reads Srila Prabhupada's books.

    subject       predicate

A  simple sentence may even have a  compound  subject,  verb,  or object  of the preposition (OP).   If  when it  is spilt  between its  subject  and predicate it forms two parts,  the sentence  is still a simple sentence.

The devotee and his son / took care of the cows.

    subject     subject      predicate

The devotee / took care of the cows and the oxen

    subject     verb            OP           OP

The devotee / watered and fed the oxen.                             

    subject    verb       verb

When  two simple sentences are joined together by a  conjunction, the sentence they form is called a COMPOUND SENTENCE.  Notice how a  compound  sentence is no longer split in two parts when it  is divided between its subject and its predicate. 

Each boy distributed a book, but each boy  didn't get a donation.

subject    verb             conj.  subject    verb

The wind  blew,   and   the waves rolled.

  subject verb   conj.   subject  verb 

We     should go,  or      we     should stay.

subject   verb    conj.  subject      verb

When  we split a compound sentence at the conjuntion,  we have  a  complete  sentence  on both sides of the conjunction.   

RULE: When two simple sentences are combined using a conjunction, a comma must be placed before the conjunction.

                    *     ** * *** * **     *

Exercise A: 

Copy  the sentences into your notebook.   Underline the subjects, verbs,  and  conjunctions within these sentences.   Beneath  each sentence,  write  whether  the sentence is  simple  or  compound. Remember: A sentence isn't compound unless it has a subject and a verb both before and after the connecting conjunction.

1.  The devotees stood patiently and chanted in the park.

2.  I invited him to the Sunday Feast, but he refused to come.

3.  He waved his arms up and down and shouted at the car.

4.  Sudama likes tomato chutney, but I like pakoras better.

5.  I like eggplant subji, but Sridama prefers halava.

6.  While the devotees were on harinama, he distributed books.  

7.  I asked him to tell me his name, but he wouldn't tell me.

8.  The devotee went door to door with a roll of paintings.

9.  Krsna dasa led kirtana, and I played kartalas.  

10. He chanted the holy names day and night.

Exercise B: Sentence Combining

Use  the conjunction within the parentheses to combine each group of sentences into one compound sentence.   Make sure you place  a comma before the conjunction.  The first one is done for you.

1.  We looked for the boy.  The boy was young.  The boy took care of cows.  The boy had gone home. (but)

  We  looked for the young cowherd boy,  but the cowherd boy  had gone home.

2.  We worked. The work was hard. We worked all day. The work was cleaning the temple. We were not tired. (but)

3.  Sudama chanted.  Sudama chanted all day.  Sudama chanted Hare Krsna. The chanting cleaned his heart. (and)

4.  We  can go to the Yamuna. The Yamuna is cooling. We can go to Radha-kunda.  Radha-kunda  is holy.  (or)

5. The new bhakta sold paintings. The paintings were painted with oil  paints.  The paintings were new.  I distributed  books.  The books were pocket-size. I distributed them on the subway. (but) 

6.  Bhakta  came late.  He came to the temple.  The devotee  came later.  The devotee was a sankirtana man. He sold the most books. (but)

7.  Sudama  wrote  his essay.  The essay was about Krsna  killing Putana.  Krsna  dasa  wrote a letter.  The letter was  long.  The letter was to his spiritual master. (and)

8.  We can chant Brahma-samhita. We can chant Siksastakam. We can sing the prayers to the spiritual master. (or)

9.  I  worked hard.  The work was studying.  The studying was for the final exam.  The exam was on the Bhagavad-gita. Sridama got a higher grade than I. (but)

10.  The older boys visited Madana-mohana Temple.  The temple was made out of red sandstone.  The temple was old.  The younger boys visited  a Hanuman temple.  The temple was made of white  marble. The temple was new. (and)

Exercise C:

Look  through  the story of "Krsna Sudbuing Kaliya�"  from  Krsna book,  volume  I,  and find five compound  sentences.   Copy  the sentences into your notebook.  Underline the subjects, verbs, and conjunctions within these sentences.   Remember: A sentence isn't compound unless it has a subject and a verb both before and after the connecting conjunction.

Exercise D:

    Write  five  compound sentences describing how Krsna  subdued the Kaliya serpent.
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