Unit G: Telling of An Incident in Which You Took No Part

Lesson Fourteen: Rewriting for Polish/Using Specific Words

     To  help you properly use the vocabulary you are developing, you  should learn the difference between two kinds of words  that say the same thing: GENERIC words and SPECIFIC words. 

    GENERIC   words   are   general.    They   tell   a   general characteristic  of something.   Words like went,  person,  color, work, and beautiful are generic words.

    SPECIFIC  words tell of a specific characteristic.  They  are more distinct than general words.   Words like scampered,  youth, blue, dug, and scream are specific words.

    In the examples below, you'll find a generic word followed by specific words and example sentences.   All the words mean almost the  same  think,  but  not exactly  the  same.  Notice  how  the different   specific   words  give  different  meanings  to   the sentences.  The  specific word you would use would depend on  the meaning you want the sentence to communicate.

GENERIC WORD: good 

EXAMPLE SENTENCE: He was a good dog.

SPECIFIC WORDS: obedient, expert, faithful

EXAMPLE SENTENCE: He was an obedient dog.

                  He was an expert watchdog.

                  He was a faithful dog.

     Although  the generic word could be put in place of all  the specific  words,  but  each  specific word gives the  sentence  a different meaning.

              *                 *                 *

GENERIC WORD: nice 

EXAMPLE SENTENCE: The weather was nice.

SPECIFIC WORDS: sunny, pleasant, warm

EXAMPLE SENTENCES: The weather was sunny.
                   The weather was pleasant.

                   The weather was warm.              

                   The weather was mild.

    The  meaning  of  one  specific word  may  be  only  slightly different than another specific word.

              *                 *                 *

GENERIC WORD: talk

EXAMPLE SENTENCE: The boys talked about a philosphical point.

SPECIFIC WORD: argue, chattered, debated

EXAMPLE SENTENCES: The boys argued about a philosophical point.

                   The boys chattered about a philosophical point.

                   The boys debated about a philosphical point.

    Notice  the  change  of meaning the  use  of  each  different specific words brings. 

GENERIC WORD: to go

EXAMPLE SENTENCE: He went to the temple.

SPECIFIC WORDS: ran, sped, hopped, fled, drive

EXAMPLE SENTENCES: He ran like a frog.

                   The Bhakta sped   by   the  cinema. books.

                   Sudama hopped on by the children playing.

                   Krsna fled from the battle.

                   The guests were going to drive to the temple.

    While  writing,  choose your specific words according to  the idea you want to communicate.

EXERCISE A:

   For  the generic word GO,  five different specific words  were used above.  Choose five specific words for the generic word SAY.  Then use each specific word in a different sentence.

ECERCISE B:

    All the underlined words in the sentences are generic  words.  Replace  each  underlined generic word with a specific word  that makes  sense.   Then  copy the new sentence into  your  notebook.  Complare   your  choice  of  specific  words  with  the  original sentences by Srila Satsvarupa dasa Goswami Gurupada.   The number in  (  ) at the end of each sentence is the page number in  Srila Prabhupada-lilamrta, Volume Six.

1. Srila  Prabhupada  continued to  say that foreigners  who  had    taken  to Vaisnavism should be allowed to go to the temple  of    Lord Jagannath (246, near the middle).

2. Prabhupada wanted his disciples  to apply the same idea in the    New York case (249, near the bottom).

3. With  happy  thoughts of  the nice life in the Vedic  village,    Srila Prabhupada left the station,  passing through the crowds       and the noise (253, near the middle). 

4. The entire ISKCON land seemed  to be filled with flowers (253,    near the bottom).

5. They told Prabhupada about a person who had be kidnapped while    selling books at the airport (257, near the bottom).

6. The  devotees  told Prabhupada how  critics were  reading  the    Srimad  Bhagavatam and trying to find fault with the  devotees    in the basis of their philosophy. (261, near the bottom).

7. Putting his fist into his left palm, he said, "I have defeated    him" (265, near the bottom).

8. Srila  Prabhupada   continues saying that Krsna was  the  most    wonderful and could do anything (269, near the middle).

9. Looking  at  the  scene with a happy  look,  Srila  Prabhupada    happily  looked (two  words) and said,  "Thank you  very  much    (272, near the bottom)."

10. No one is interested to make food (276, near the middle).

EXERCISE C:

   Spend  five  minutes taking descriptive notes on the room  you are  in.   Describe the actions that are going on in the room  as well  as what you hear,  see,  smell,  and feel.   Then  write  a descriptive  paragraph  on the room using  generic  words.   Then change as many of the generic words to specific words.

PART TWO: Prefixes

    Here  are  three more prefixes and two word roots  that  will help increase your understandings of words.   They all have to do with time.  Memorize them.

ante -- before

post -- after

pre -- before

anni, annu, enni -- year (root)

chron -- time (root)

   Notice  how they are used in the following  words:

anteroom -- a room used as an entrance before another room

The anteroom was used for storage.

postgraduate -- one who has already graduated 

Krsna  consciousness is the most advanced postgraduate course  in philosophy. 

preamble -- introduction

The preamble to the consitution was short and clear.

annual -- yearly

His annual income exceeded sixty million dollars.

chronograph -- a thing used to measure time

The old chronograph had to be rewound every three hours.

           *******************************************

Study  the prefixes in this lesson until you know  them by heart.

    ********************************************************

EXERCISE A:

   Insert one prefixes or root into each of the groups of letters and definitions listed below. Then write a sentence using the new word.  Then  look up the new word in the dictionary to make  sure you have built and used the word correctly.

1.  ---icle:  record events kept in the order of time

2.  ---dict: tell before time

3.  ---erior: later in time; coming after

4.  ---type: an earlier model of something

5.  bi------: occurring every two years

6.  syn----ize: to make happen at the same time

7.  ---vent: the act of stopping trouble from occurring

8.  cent---: occuring every 100 years

9.  ---script: a note added to a letter after it has been signed

10. ----bellum: existing before the war

EXERCISE B:

   Each  sentence contains two words that use the above prefixes.  Find  each  word,  copy  it into  your  notebook,  then  write  a definition  for  the word.   If necessary,  use a dictionary  for help.

1. The anniversary celebration will antecede the opening.

2. The bathing ceremony will be postponed antemeridian.

3. It was a precaution to insure purity for posterity.4. The symptoms of his chronic disease appeared annually.

5. The chronological list set a precedent.

PART THREE: WORDS OFTEN CONFUSED

    Try  to figure out the meaning of each word according to  its context. When in doubt, consult a dictionary.

1. 

     root--     The plant will die if you pull up its root.

     route--    This is the quickest route to Vrindavana.

     Which  word means "part of plant under the ground" and which one means "way to go"?

2. 

     immigrate--     Many foreigners immigrated to America in the                      1800's

     emigrate--      He will emigrate to India.

Which  word  means "leave one country to settle in  another" and  which  one means "came as permanent residents  from  another country"?

3. 

      allusion--     He made an allusion to the Bhagavad-gita.

      illusion--     Happiness in this word is an illusion.

      Which  word  means  "seems to exist,  but   doesn't  really exist"? Which word means "reference"?

EXERCISE A:

   Fill in the blanks from one of the words after each sentence. 

1. He made an _______ to the 26 qualities of a devotee.  

   (illusion/allusion)

2. You must water the _______ of the tree.  

   (root/route)

3. Why did so many Europeans _______ to America?  

   (emigrate/immigrate)

4. It  is pure _______ to think one is this bag of stool and urine.  

   (illusion/allusion)

5. Find the best _______ to Philadelphia.  

   (root/route)

6. The  family  will  _______ from Germany  to  England.

   (emigrate/immigrate)

                              ****

                          ****    ****

                      ****    ****    ****

                  ****    ****    ****    ****

              ****    ****    ****    ****    ****

          ****    ****    ****    ****    ****    ****

  ****    ****    ****    ****    ****    ****    ****    ****

  ****    ****    ****    ****    ****    ****    ****    ****

  ****    ****    ****    ****    ****    ****    ****    ****

    You  have  just  completed  the POLISHING  lessons  for  this project.    Now  begin  EDITING  AND  PROOFREADING  your  writing PROJECT.  When you finish your POLISHING steps, take your project through  as may drafts as necessary,  until it communicates  just the focus that you want.   If you need help, refer to the PROCESS CHECKLIST on page ??  of this book.   

    When  you finish your essay "Telling of An Incident in  Which You  Took  No Part," begin the final lesson in this unit  on  the Bhagavad-gita.

         *******   ******   *******   *******   *******
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