Unit G: Telling of an Incident in Which You Took No Part

Lesson One: Reading--The Kaliya Serpent 

First  carefully  read SECTION A.  When you have  completed  yuor reading, follow the instructions in SECTION B.   

SECTION A: Begin  reading on page 119,  third paragraph starting, "Sukadeva  Goswami then narrated the story as follows."  Continue until  page  121,  end of the second paragraph (...there  was  no danger)

SECTION  B:   Turn  the  page  and  answer  questions  A-E.   For directions  on answering the questions,  turn to page ??  of this book.

           QUESTIONS ON KRSNA BOOK--THE KALIYA SERPENT

A. Follow the instructions for A and answer these questions:

   1.  Describe the effects of Kaliya's poison?

   2.  Only one tree remained alive.  What kind of tree was it?

   3.  Describe the flowers of that tree.

   4.  Why was that tree still living?

   5.  Krsna was swimming about like a _______.

   6.  Although Krsna  was extremely beautiful,  how did  Kaliya        react to Krsna's swiming in the Yamuna? 

   7.  How  did  the residents of Vrindavana  act when  they  saw        Krsna in Kaliya's coils.

   8.  Describe the ill omens seen by the Vrindavana residents.

   9.  What news made Nanda  and Yasoda even more anxious than the        omens that they saw?    10. Due to great affection for Krsna, they thought, "_______."

   11. Name the residents of Vrindavana who rushed to see  Krsna? 

   12. Krsna's lotus footprints are marked by_______.

   13. What did the residents of  Vrindavana think when they saw        Krsna  enveloped  in  the coils of Kaliya? 

   14. What  did  Mother Yasoda do when her friends stopped  her        from entering the Yamuna in her attempt to save Krsna?

B.   Follow the instructions for B, choosing one of the following topics:   serpents,  omens,  the imprints of Krsna's lotus  feet, poison

C.   Follow  the  instruction  for C with one  of  the  following topics:   Krsna  swimming  in the Yamuna  River  towards  Kaliya, Mother Yasoda's fear, or Krsna's jumping from the Kadamba tree.

D. Follow instruction D. Answer one out of question 1 and 2. 

    1.  When  Maharaja  Nanda  and the cowherd men saw  the  evil omens,  they  felt full of anxiety.  Similarly when  the  cowherd boys, the cows and calves, and especially Mother Yasoda saw Krsna trapped  in the coils of Kaliya they became filled with agony and grief.  In  the material world we see these same  qualities,  but what  is the difference between the  fear,  anxiety,  agony,  and grief of the residents of Vrindavana and our experience of  these qualities?

    2.   While  Krsna was trapped within the coils of the mighty, black serpent Kaliya,  Lord Balarama,  unlike the other residents of  Vrindavana,  stood there smiling.   He knew how powerful  his younger brother Krsna was and that there was therefore no  reason to worry.  Describe the power of Balarama's younger brother.  For help you may look at Bhagavad-Gita 7:6 and the purport.

E.  Follow instruction E and  and answer the following  question: Describe  an  incident  in which  you  were  grief-stricken,  and explain whether your grief was Krsna conscious or  not.  Describe the circumstances in detail.
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