Unit F: Writing a True Fable

Lesson Eight:  Rewriting for Polish--Sentence Pattern Two--

                          The Subject-Verb-Direct Object Pattern

                  * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

    In  a PATTERN ONE sentences,  the subject and the verb form a complete thought by themselves.

                     Salva's plane crashed.

                  * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

But some verbs,  as we have already seen,  need more information to  make a complete thought.  These verbs are used in PATTERN TWO sentences.

                 The soldiers fought ... (What?)

                      subject  verb

    What did the soldiers fight?   Did they fight each other, the battle,  the enemy,  the bad weather?   We  don't know.  Until we know  the  answer  to  the question "What?  the  meaning  of  the sentence is incomplete.

            The soldiers fought the river's current.

    Now we know what the soldiers fought,  and the meaning of the sentences is complete.   Without the word current, the sentence's meaning would remain unclear.

    When  a  verb  needs one or more words  to  make  a  complete statement  about  the  subject,  the sentence is  a  PATTERN  TWO sentence.   The  word  added  that follows the  action  verb  and completes  the  meaning of the a sentence is  called  the  DIRECT OBJECT.

               Krsna    herded     the     calves.

              subject    verb           direct object

    The  DIRECT  OBJECT completes the action of the PATTERN   TWO sentence  and answers the question "What?" about the subject  and the verb.  

                       Krsna herded  what?

                    Krsna herded the calves.

Sentence Pattern Two ---- subject -- verb -- direct object

Exercise A:

Copy  each  group of words into your notebook and make the  group into  a  Pattern  Two sentence by adding  a  direct  object.   To complete  the sentence by finding a correct  direct  object,  ask "What (or Who)?" about the subject and the verb. The first one is done for you.

1. Each man caught (What?)

   Each man caught a cold.

2. Krsna grabbed

3. Narada played

4. Mother Yasoda fed

5. The residents of Vrndavana worshipped

6. Sankasura stole 

7. Aghasura swallowed

8. The cowherd boys ate

9. The spy told

10. The demigods offered

Remember:  Pattern  Two  sentences  have  a  direct  object  that completes the action of the verb.

The Supreme Lord Krsna lifted easily the Hill known as Goverdhana with one hand to protect the residents of Vrndavana.

To  find  the  direct object of  a  sentence,  first  locate  the sentence's  verb.   Then  ask "subject-verb" what  or  who?   The answer is the direct object of the sentence.

                         Subject: Krsna 

                          Verb: lifted

     "Subject-verb" what or who?   Krsna lifted what or who?

                    Krsna lifted -- the hill 

                       Direct object: hill

Don't  mistake another word that may follow an action verb for  a direct object.

               Bhakta  dasa  returned recently.  
"Recently"  does not answer the question,  "Bhakta dasa  returned what  or who?  (subject-verb what or who?)" "Recently" is not the direct object  of the verb "returned."

                Bhakta  dasa returned the van.  
"Van"  is  the  direct object of  the   verb  "returned."   "Van" answers the question "Bhakta dasa what or who? (subject-verb what or who?)"

Remember:  Don't  be fooled into thinking the word following  the verb is always the direct object. The direct  object must  answer the question "Subject-verb what or who?"

Exercise B: 

Copy each sentence into your notebook.   Underline the subject of the sentence once, underline the verb twice, and circle the irect objects. 

1.  Big trees grow big fruits. 

2.  Devotees chant constantly the holy names of the Lord.

3.  Astologers calculate charts.

4.  The green parrots ate green fruits.

5.  Krsna married 16,108 wives. 

6.  Mother Yasoda chased Krsna with a stick.

7.  Krsna stole butter.

8.  Rukmini wrote a long letter.

9.  Rukmi waved a huge, sharp sword.

10. Lord Balarama swung a heavy iron mace.

Exercise C: 

Copy each sentence into your notebook.   Underline the subject of the  sentence  once,  underline the verb twice,  and  circle  the direct  object.   If the sentence doesn't have a  direct  object, write "Pattern One" at the end the sentence.

1.  The first eight princesses all married Krsna.

2.  The Battle of Kuruksetra began. 

3.  Krsna  loudly cracked the whip to move the chariot.

4.  Arjuna twanged his Gandiva bow.

5.  A golden arrow swiftly flew.

6.  A Kaurava soldier died.

7.  The  sound of the Panchajanya broke the hearts of the sons of     Dhrtarastra, 

8.  Bhima's strength filled the Kauravas' hearts with terror.

9.  Arjuna killed many Kaurava soldiers.

10. The Pandavas won, although many were killed.

Exercise D:

Look  through  "Brahma Steals the Boys and Calves"  in the  Krsna book.  Copy  five  Pattern  Two  sentences  into  your  notebook.  Underline  the subject of the sentence once,  underline the  verb twice, and circle the direct object.
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