Unit F: Writing a True Fable

Lesson Seven: Rewriting for Polish--Sentence Pattern One--

                                     The Subject-Verb Pattern 

  The  polishing  lessons in this unit will cover  the  following editing items in the REWRITING for POLISH section of the  PROCESS CHECKLIST. 

Strong sentences use--

   1. the subject-verb-object sentences as the basic sentence.

   2. the active rather than the passive.

   3. a varieties of sentence structures.         

   4. no unnecessary words.

                        *    *    *    *

    We  will  first  study how to recognize  and  use  the  basic subject-verb-object sentence.  Read the sentences below.

A. Sisupala's head was chopped off by Krsna's sharp cakra. 

B. Chopped of by Krsna's sharp cakra was Sisupala's head. 

C. Krsna's sharp cakra chopped off Sisupala's head. 

   Although  all the sentences express the same  thought,  notice how how sentence C is shortest and clearest. 

   We  will then turn to one of the great offenders of  writing--the  passive  sentence.   Although the passive has  its  use,  it should  usually  be  replaced by the  active.   Compare  the  two paragraphs below.  One is written in the active, and the other is written  in the passive.   Which makes it easier for you to  keep your interest?

   Sometimes  Prabhupada's  visitors  would  bring  donations  of clothes,  fruits, or even complete cooked meals in metal tiffins.  One  visitor--a middle-aged woman who had heard Prabhupada  speak at  the  Gauri-Sankara  temple  came to  Prabhupada's  office  in Chippiwada  requesting  initiation.  Prabhupad  spoke  with  her, agreed,  and had Acyutananda prepare a small fire sacrifice.   At her initiation he gave her the name Mukunda dasi.  She came daily to clean Prabhupada's room,  and when she saw that his wooden-peg sandals were broken, she bought him new ones. (83 words)

   Sometimes  clothes,  fruit,  or even complete cooked meals  in metal  tiffins would be brought by Prabhupada's visitors to  him. Initiation was requested by one visitor,  a middle-aged woman who Prabhupada was heard by as he spoke at the Gauri-Sankara  temple, and  who had come to Prabhupada's office in Chippiwada.  A  small fire sacrifice was prepared by Acyutananda after Prabhupada spoke with  her and had agreed that initiation would be given by him to her.  She  was given the name Mukunda dasi by Prabhupada  at  her initiation.  Prabhupada's room was cleaned daily by her, and when it  was seen by her that his wooden-peg sandals were broken,  new sandals were bought by her for him. (114 words)

             **************  ** * ** **************

Lesson Six: Rewriting for Polish--Sentence Pattern One--

                                     The Subject-Verb Pattern 

    A  sentence  gives  a sense of completeness by  expressing  a complete  thought.   Most sentences fall into one of three  basic sentence patterns.  Two of these patterns involve action verbs.

SENTENCE PATTERN ONE: Subject-Verb (S-V)

Some  action  verbs  can make  complete  statements  about  their subjects without the need of any other words.

Sridama    jumped.

subject   action verb      

The    frog        hid.

     subject   action verb

In both the above Pattern One sentences, the action  verbs make a complete statement about their subjects.

                        *    *    *    *

Read the three sentences below.

A. Our friend bought

B. Arjuna carried

C. Mucukunda slept

    In  which  of the above does the action verb make a  complete statement about its subject? Which is a Pattern One sentence?

Which of the following sentences is a Pattern One sentence?

A. The eagle  landed.

      subject  verb

B. The  eagle    landed   on  top of the tree.

       subject    verb

C. The huge eagle from the mountain landed on top of the tree. 

           subject                   verb

    All  three  of  these sentences  are  Pattern  One  sentences because  their action verbs make complete statements about  their subjects.

    Although Pattern One sentences need only two words--one  noun and  one  verb--they  may  have  many more  words  and  still  be considered Pattern One sentences. 

     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *

Exercise A:

All  the  following  sentences  except  three  are  Pattern   One sentences.  If the sentence is Pattern One, copy the verb and its subject  into your notebook.   Make sure the subject and verb can stand  alone  as  a complete thought.   If the  sentence  is  not Pattern One, copy the complete sentence into your notebook.  Then then underline the sentence's subject and circle its verb.

1. The tall man stood near the devotee.

2. Each tree gave hundreds of juicy mangoes.

3. The foolish old man is intoxicated.

4. Krsna arrived in Mathura along with His elder brother Balarama.

5. Krsna danced as the full moon shone.

6. Suta Goswami repeated the Srimad Bhagavatam to the sages.

7. Kamsa  instructed   a witch named  Putana to  kill  all  young    children.

8. The  cowherd boys from Vrndavana were throwing fruits to  one    another.

9. Young Krsna grew into a strong and beautiful youth.

10. The rain felt cold as it fell in thick sheets on our sankirtan     party.

Exercise B:

Look through "Brahma Steals the Calves and Boys" in Volume One of the Krsna Book.  Find five examples of Pattern One sentences  and copy them into your notebook.

Exercise C:

Within  your notebook,  write five Pattern One sentences of  your own.
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