Unit F: Writing a True Fable

Lesson Six: Reading/ Brahma Steals the Boys and Calves

After you read SECTION A,  read the paragraph in SECTION B.  Then turn  to  the  next page in your Language Arts  book  and  answer questions A-E.   

SECTION  A:  Begin  reading on page 86,  third  paragraph,  third sentence beginning,"Sukadeva Goswami told the King..." until page 91 at the end of first paragraph (...boys were missing.)

SECTION B:  After a year of earth time, which was only one moment for him,  Lord Brahma returned to see what Krsna had done without the cows and cowherd boys.  Brahma was shocked.   He saw the same cowherd boys and calves that he had stolen one year before.  They were  still palying with Krsna!  Brahma then  became  bewildered.  Finally,  Lord  Krsna  showed Brahma that these cowherd boys  and calves  were  actually His Visnu  expansions--dressed  in  yellow garments,  with each of their four hands carrying a club, a disk, a conch,  and a lotus flower.  Lord Brahma was struck with wonder and  immediately  got down from his swan  carrier.  Falling  down before  the  Lord like a golden rod,  Brahma began  to  tearfully offer his prayers. 

     QUESTIONS ON KRSNA BOOK--BRAHMA STEALS THE BOYS AND CALVES

  To answer questions A-E, refer to the instructions on page ??

A. Follow the instructions for A and answer these questions.

   1.  Why  did  Krsna  think  the bank  of  the  Yamuna  was  a        wonderful spot for a picnic?

   2.  What  did  Krsna look like when he was surrounded by  the        cowherd boys?

   3.  What was in Krsna's left palm?

   4.  Why did the calves enter deep into the forest?

   5.  Where did Krsna look for the calves?

   6.  What  did  Krsna  do  to  stop  the  mothers  from  being        aggrieved?

   7.  What chance did Krsna give to all the gopis by doing this?

   8.  How long did this go on?

   9.  After the cows ran to their calves,  how did the  cowherd        men feel when they saw their children?

   10. What was Lord Balarama's bewilderment?

   11. What was Lord Balarama's conclusion?

   12. Why wasn't the story of Aghasura told for one year?

B. Choose  one  of  the topics below and follow  instruction  B: 

yogamaya,  Visnu  forms,  affection of cows for calves,  Brahma's mystic powers.

C. Follow the directions for C with one of the following topics:  

cowherd  boys  eating with Krsna (SB  10:3  plate  1),  affection between boys and cowherd men (SB 10:3 plate 2), affection between cows and calves (SB 10:3 plate 2), Visnu forms (SB 10:3 plate 3).

D. Follow instruction D. Answer one question from 1, 2, and 3.

     1.  What  is  the difference between hearing  transcendental subjects  and hearing material subjects?  For help  in  answering this question read the first two paragraphs on page 86.

     2. Lord Brahma was a great powerful demigod, but he couldn't understand how great and powerful little Krsna actually  was.  If Lord Brahma can't understand Krsna's powers,  how can we hope  to understand? 

     3.  Krsna  uses  His yogamaya potency to  cover  the  living entities  and  He  used  the  same  yoga-maya  to  stop  Brahma's bewilderment.  When Brahma was under Krsna's yoga-maya,  he could see Vrindavana. But what happens when Krsna uses yoga maya on us? Read BG 7:27 for help.

E.  Lord  Brahma  hid the boys and calves for one moment  of  his time,  yet in that moment of Brahma's time, one full year passed. Have you ever been in a situation where one moment appeared to be ever so long,  so long you had a hard time waiting for it to end? Following instruction E, tell about your experience in detail.
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