Unit F: Writing a True Fable 

Lesson Four: Prewriting--Choosing the Setting

    The  place where the story takes place is called its SETTING.  Included in the setting is the time the story takes  place--past, present,  or future,  and the place--a city,  a temple, or a farm community.   A  writer  presents a setting by describing  details about  the place.   Note the descriptions in this paragraph  from Srila Prabhupada-lilamrta, Volume Six.

    They arrived at Allahabad at 9 A.M. on January 12, and a half dozen  of  Srila Prabhupada's sannyasi disciples,  along  with  a kirtana party of about fifty devotees,  were there to greet  him.  They  had brought Prabhupada's car down from Delhi,  and he  rode the short distance from the station to the Mela site.   Thousands of pilgrims, on foot and in rickshas, crowded the streets, making Prabhupada's progress by car slow.   Finally the road ended,  but the  traffic  continued  onto  the sandy  flats  surrounding  the confluence  of the rivers Sarasvati,  Ganga,  and  Yamuna.   Here within  a few days,  a city of tents had sprung up.   Two million had  camped already,  with millions more arriving  daily.   Every spirirual group in India had its bamboo-fenced compound of tents.

    Describe  in one sentence and in your own words  the  setting this story takes place within?

         *********************************************

    Details  also  help the reader picture a setting as  well  as feel the setting's mood. 

    Some  of  the devotees were already in the  ocean,  and  when Prabhupada  reached the water's edge,  they all  gathered  around him.   As  the  waves glided in and swirled  around  Prabhupada's feet,  Hari-sauri  scooped  palmfuls of water and began to  bathe Prabhupada's body--his arms,  chest,  and head--washing away  the mustard  seed oil he had applied during the massage.   Soon other devotees  began  reverently  splashing  handfuls  of  water  onto Prabhupada's body.  Standing almost up to his knees in water, the bright  sunshine illuminating his  golden-hued  body,  Prabhupada laughed as the devotees joined in.

    Do  you  think  the mood of this  paragraph  is  happy?  sad? hopeful? careful?

         *********************************************

    Read  the next paragraph.  When you are finished,  answer the questions below it.

   Only  a  few   people visited the ISKCON  "pandal"  the  first night;  the weather was cold,  damp, and windy.  Srila Prabhupada chose to sit up all night at his desk rather than lie in the cold bed.   Wearing all his clothes--sweaters, a hooded coat, a cadar, and  gloves--he  sat  at his desk in the  darkness.   A  kerosene heater  did little to drive the chill from the  tent.   Ramesvara Swami sat up much of the night too, relighting the heater's pilot light,  which  blew  out  every  few minutes as  the  wind  swept throught the tent.

What is the time of day in these paragraphs?  What is the season?

What details give you a picture of the setting?

What is the main event this passage describes?

Describe in your own words the mood of the paragrah.

Exercise A:  Read each paragraph and summarize in your own  words both the story and the setting in which the story takes place. 

Exercise  B:  Look  through any volume of the  Srila  Prabhupada-lilamrta.  Find a narrative paragrah that sets the time and place as  well as the mood for a  short story within the  book.   After carefully reading the paragraph,  write down in your own words as much information about the setting of the story as you are able.

Exercise  C:  Each  item below suggests a time and  place  for  a setting  in  a  story.   Write a setting  describing  each.   Add physical  details  that  apply  to  the  story  as  indicated  in parentheses.

Example: A temple during aroti. (smell)

The bell rang as the sweet sandal smelling incence mixed with the fragrant aroma of ghee soaked rice. 

Note: If you have trouble adding details based on the sense words in  parentheses,  brainstorm for a few minutes and write down  as many sensory  notes as you can based on the word in parentheses.

1. Distributing books in a crowded city. (sound)

2. Visiting Krsna's cows. (smell)

3. Watching a Krsna-lila pastime play. (sight)

4. Outside the classroom when the children are on break. (sound)

5. Swimming. (sounds and sight)

Exercise D:   Write a paragraph describing the setting for one of the stories suggested below.

1. Dhruva meditating in the scary forest. 

2. A  mystery  where a set of Srimad Bhagavatams  is  discovered    missing.

3. Hiranyakashipu poisoning Prabhlada's food.

Exercise  E:  Go  through your own writing and find  a  narrative paragraph. Then decide the mood you want written into the setting and  rewrite  that  paragrah making that  mood  stronger  through descriptive words. 

Exercise F: Think of the fable that you have choosen to tell, and go  over  the  story in your mind.  Then decide  on  the  fable's setting.   Gather  sense notes to get all the descriptive  detail that you will need.  

                         *    *   *    *
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