Unit F: Writing a True Fable

Lesson   Three:   Prewriting--Using a Book's Index  

                              to Find Information 

    Here are the morals  from the Lesson Two, Exercise A.

                          *     *     *

                            Fable One

     Moral: Book learning without common sense is dangerous.

                            Fable Two

               Moral: There's strength in unity. 

                          *     *     *

    And here are the instructions for this Unit's writing project on writing a true fable:

    For this writing project,  you will write your own true fable and  state the fable's moral in a separate sentence at the end of the story.   First choose the story you'll use. To do so, you may use  the indexes or tables of contents of the Srimad  Bhagavatam, the Caitanya Caritamrta,  or the Prabhupada Lilamrta.  Or you may brainstorm stories from your own experience. After you've choosen your  story,  gather  descriptive notes to use  for  the  story's setting  and decide who will eb the narrator.  Then compose  your first draft.  After you've written the first draft of your fable, write out a first draft of the fable's moral.   Then rewrite your true fable for focus, making sure that its moral exactly fits the story.   Then  take the fable and its moral through the remaining steps of the writing process.

              *      *      *      *      *      *

     Here's a PREWRITING lesson on using the index of a book that you can use to find  useful information for your fable. 

                     *      *      *      *

    A  book's  INDEX is an alphabetical list of  all  the  topics covered  in the book.   Each topic is listed along with the  page number on which the topic can be found.   Here is an example from the index at the back of the BHAGAVAD-GITA AS IT IS.

Example:

        NAGAS, 540     

        NAKULA, 49

        NARADA MUNI CITED ON KRSNA, 523

    The  index listings given are more detailed than those  found in the table of contents, which just gives a quick listing of the book's contents.  The index lists every reference to the topic as well as which pages the references are on.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   *  

Sub-entries, page listings, and "see also"

    Take a  Bhagavad-gita.   Open it up to the index and find the listing  for  RAIN.   Once you have it,  notice that under  RAIN, three listings are given:

RAIN

  food grains produced via, 178

  Krsna controller of, 480

  via sacrifice

  ("via" means by)

These SUB-ENTRIES under RAIN show the different topics about rain that are covered.   

    If  there  are many page references to  a  particular  topic, every page reference will be listed next to its topic.

Example: MATERIAL EXISTENCE

           Basis of, 478

           ingrediants in, 673

           Krsna basis of, 374, 378, 379, 478, 549

Sometimes SEE: or SEE ALSO: listings send you to other references  to find further information.   For example,  under the  sub-entry for SOUL,  listed under GREAT, the references are--

SOUL(S)

  great.   SEE:  Devotee(s); Mahatma(s); Sages(s); Specific great            souls

The  listing  shows  where to look to find information  on  these different types of great souls.   If we look up these references, we'll find many more specific references to great souls.

Exercise A:

Time  yourself as you look up the following listings in the index of  the Bhagavad-gita As It Is.  Write the page numbers  in  your notebook  next  to  each  listing:   Prasadam,  Serpents,  Trees, Airavata, Yama, Lord.

Exercise B:

Time yourself as you look up the following listings in the  index of  the  ^SBhagavad-gita^S.  Write down the time it took to  find each listing next to the entry name.   Then write down each  sub-entry listed next to the main listing.

1. Enjoyment

2. Meditation

3. Self-control

4. Bhagavad-gita

5. Life Airs

Exercise C:

Research  information about one out of three of the topics listed below.   First  choose your topic,  and then look the topic up in the  ^SBhagavad-gita^S  index.   Copy into your notebook all  the sentences   in  the  Bhagavad-gita  about  your  topic  that  the ^SBhagavad-gita^S index refers you to.  

1. Memory

2. Rain

3. Material Energies

Exercise D:

Write  a  summary of the information listed for one of the  three topics below.

1. Sun

2. Illusion

3. Annihilation of the Universe

               *       *     *      *     *      *

     Here  are  this unit's writing project  instructions  broken into steps. 

1.  For this writing project,  you will write your own true fable and  state the fable's moral in a separate sentence at the end of the story.   First choose the story you'll use. To do so, you may use  the indexes or tables of contents of the Srimad  Bhagavatam, the Caitanya Caritamrta,  or the Prabhupada Lilamrta.  Or you may brainstorm stories from your own experience. 

2.  After you've choosen your story,  gather descriptive notes to use for the story's setting and decide who will eb the narrator.

3.  Then  compose your first draft.   

4.  After you've written the first draft of your fable, write out a first draft of the fable's moral.

4.  Then rewrite your true fable for focus,  making sure that its moral exactly fits the story.   

5.  Then take the fable and its moral through the remaining steps of the writing process.

                      *    *    *    *    *

    Before beginning,  separately list those steps in PREWRITING, those  steps  in COMPOSING,  and those steps in  REWRITING.  Then begin  PREWRITING by brainstorming to choose  your  story.   When you've  decided  upon your story,  go on to the next lessons  and learn about SETTING, NARRATION, and NARRATOR.

    *       *      *      *      *     *      *      *      *
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