Unit F: Writing a True Fable

Lesson Fourteen: Rewriting for Polish--Synonyms and Antonyms

                         *      *      *

                      Part One: About Words

                   Increasing Your Vocabulary        

Word  that  mean  the  same or mean  similar  things  are  called SYNONYMS.

   I want to eat prasadam now.

   I want to take prasadam now.

   The new temple room is beautiful.

   The new temple room is gorgeous.

   Arjuna was a powerful warrior.

   Arjuna was a mighty warrior.

Sometimes,  two words are not exactly synonyms.   One may be more specific  than  the other.   Be careful in choosing  your  words.  Choose the word that exactly expresses your idea.

    The big demon appoached.

    The huge demon approached.

    Each boy went down the hill.

    Each boy slid down the hill.

Two  or  more  words  that  have  opposite  meanings  are  called ANTONYMS.

    The heavy rock sank.

    The light leaf floated.

    Each of Prabhupada's books are extremely valuable. 

    Each of the silly magazines were worthless.
Exercise A:

Copy  the  ten words below into you notebook.   For each  of  the words, write one synonym and one antonym.

Example: happy

         synonym --glad 

         antonym --sad

                 1.  quiet             6.  stand             

                 2.  end               7.  rich                

                 3.  ground            8.  good                

                 4.  melted            9.  speak

                 5.  fast              10. crazy 

Exercise B:

     Change each of the underlined words into a synonym that best expresses the meaning of the sentence.

1. The big man saw the big book.

2. Each good fruit will be given to the good boys.

3. The little bug climbed onto the little leaf.

4. We went to see the devotee who was going to India.

5. I was  happy to see the new Deity of Gopala.  The Deity looked    happy.

Exercise C:

     Change  the  meaning  of  each sentence  below  by  choosing antonyms to replace the underlined words.

1. When we looked in the temple we saw that nobody was there for    mangal arati.

2. The mangoes that were on the Lord's plate were sour and dry.

3. Many people think this material world is pleasant place. 

4. Most  of the boys in our class thought the spelling test  was    easier to complete than boring grammar homework.

5. Some  people refuse to chant Hare Krsna because they  are  so    sinful.

                         *      *      *

             Part Two: Prefixes, Suffixes, and Roots

                          More Prefixes

The following prefixes tell numbers.  Memorize them.

hex -- six

oct -- eight

dec -- ten

kilo -- one thousand

   Notice  how these prefixes are used in combination with  other    word roots:

hexagon -- a six sided figure in geometry

hexapod -- an insect with six feet

hexad -- a group of six

hexamerous -- having six parts

hexachord -- a specific series of six musical notes

octosyllable -- an eight sylable word

octagon -- an eight sided figure in geometry

octopus -- an eight armed sea creature

octave -- a complete musical scale of eight notes

octennial -- event lasting eight years

decade -- a ten year time period

decagram -- ten grams of metric weight

decaliter -- ten liters of metric volume

decasyllabic -- a poetic line of ten syllables

decathlon  -- an  atheltic  contest consisting of  ten  different               events.

kilogram -- one thousand grams of metric weight

kilometer -- one thousands meters of metric weight

kilowatt -- power of one thousand watts of electrical energy

Exercise A:

     Match  the prefixes in the left column with the words in the right  column to make new words.   Use each word in sentences  of its own.

     kilo                               cade

     hex                                meter

     oct                                agram

     dec                                opus

Exercise B:

     Write  a  paragraph  using  the four  words    you  made  in Exercise A and four more words from the word lists above.

                         *      *      *

                Part Three: Words Often Confused

   Study  these  often  confused words and  try  to  guess  their meaning  from the context.  When in doubt look up the word in the dictionary.

1.

     minor--     That is a minor problem.

     miner--     It is hellish being a coal miner.

     Which  word  means "lesser"?  Which onbe means "someone  who digs in a mine"?

2. 

     moan--    Most people moan when in distress.

     mown--    Have you mown the lawn yet?

     Which word means "cut" and which means "low groaning sound"?

3. 

     need--     We need more class time.

     knead--    The cook will knead the flour and water  together                          to make chapatis.

     Which word means " are necessary"? Which means "work up into dough"?

Exercise A:

   Copy  the sentences into your notebook and fill in the  blanks using one of the words after each sentence. 

1. The rule is of _______ importance so don't worry about it.

   (minor/miner)

2. The boys will _______ the puri dough for tomorrow's feast. 

   (knead/need)

3.  He  would _______ all the time even when he was even slightly      ill.

   (mown/moan)

4. The _______ was black with dirt and soot.

   (minor/miner)

5. How many more puris do you  _______ ? 

   (knead/need)

6. He would have _______ the grass, but he didn't have the time.

   (mown/moan)

                         *      *      *

                  *   **   *   ***   *   **   *   

                        *   *   *   *   *

    Now  that you've finished your POLISHING lessons,  check  the PROCESS  CHECKLIST'S  REWRITING for POLISH section  and  complete your first draft.

                        *   *   *   *   *

    When   you've  finish,   use  the  REWRITING--MORE  THAN  ONE DRAFT  section  of  the PROCESS CHECKLIST to complete  your  true fable.

                                *
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