Unit F: Writing a True Fable

Lesson  Twelve: Rewriting  for  Polish--

                               Avoid  Using  Passive Sentences

    Understanding  the  difference  between  active  and  passive sentences  is  important---for one reason.  AVOID  USING  PASSIVE SENTENCES!   Good writing must be based on lively, subject-verb--object active sentences to hold the reader's attention.   To help us  prune  the  passive from  our writing,  let's  look  at  some differences between active and passive sentences.

OBSERVATION 1:

In an active sentence, the subject does the action.

In a passive sentence, the subject is acted upon.

     active sentence:

     Each cowherd   boy     held   a   buffalo horn.

                  subject   verb 

     passive sentence:

     A   buffalo    horn     was held  by  each  cowherd  boy.

                   subject     verbs

OBSERVATION 2: 

The  subject  of  the  active  sentence  is  the  object  of  the preposition within the passive sentence.

     active sentence:

     The cowherd   men   believe the children's statements.

                 subject                           DO

     passive sentence:

     The children's statements were believed by the cowherd men.
                     subject                  prep                OP

OBSERVATION 3:

The passive sentence always consists of a past participle form (-ed form) of the verb combined with a form of the verb "to be."

     active sentence:

     The boys  enjoy Krsna's company.

       subject                 DO

     passive sentence:

     Krsna's company was enjoyed by the boys.
     subject                      prep     OP        

OBSERVATION 4:

The  direct object of the active sentence becomes the subject  of the  passive sentence.   If the active sentence has  an  indirect object, it can also become the subject of the passive sentence.

     active sentence:

     Sridama threw Sudama the bael fruit.

     subject  verb   IO             DO

     passive sentence:

     The bael fruit was thrown to Sudama by Sridama.
             subject                      prep   OP

     passive sentence:

     Sudama  was thrown the bael fruit by Sridama.
     subject                            prep  OP

OBSERVATION 5

Although  many passive sentences contain a  prepositional  phrase begining with BY, every passive sentence need not contain BY.

     passive sentence:

     The  fear    of   the   cowherd boys   was increased.

        subject  prep                 OP       verbs

     active sentence:

     The cowherd  boys'   fear increased.

                 subject  verb   DO

     passive sentence:

     Much      of    the  prasadam is  made  up  of sweets.

     subject   prep          OP     v e r b s          DO

     active sentence:

     Sweets   make up much of the prasadam.

     subject   verbs    prep        OP

     passive sentence:

     Problems are lessened when we chant.

     subject    verbs            

     active sentence:

     Chanting lessens  our problems.

     subject   verb         DO

   *** ** * * * * * * * ***** * ****** * * * * * * * * ** *** 

Now,  armed  with knowledge of the difference between the passive and the active sentence, stand and edit!  

                   *** Avoid the passive! ***

                   *** Avoid the passive! ***

                   *** Avoid the passive! ***

Exercise A:

Copy  each  sentence  into your notebook.   If  the  sentence  is active,  underline the subject (it is doing the action) once, the verb  twice,  and circle the direct object.   Then write "Active" after the sentence.   If the sentence is passive,  underline  the subject (it is being acted upon) once, the verb (don't forget the helping verbs) twice, and write "Passive" after the sentence.

Example 1: Nothing had been eaten by the demon.

Subject: Nothing

Verb: had been eaten

Passive

Example 2: The boys quickly gave charity.

Subject: boys

Verb: gave

Direct Object: charity

Active

1.  The hungry boys ate everything that the kind host offered. 

2.  The prasadam was quickly finished by them.

3.  The cowherd boys ran away from the demon.

4.  The demon was fearful to them.

5.  But Krsna quickly killed the demon.

6.  Happiness and relief was felt by the cowherd boys.

7.  Another demon had been easily killed by Krsna!

8.  The boys' mothers were happy.

9.  Krsna saved their sons.

10. All devotees are saved by Krsna.

Exercise B:

If the sentence is active, change it to passive.  If the sentence is passive change it to active.   Underneath each sentence you've changed, write what you have done.

EXAMPLE 1: The big duck-like demon was seen by the boys.

The boys saw the big dick-like demon

passive changed to active.

Example 2: We will always remember that fateful day.

That fateful day will always be remembered by us.

Active changed to passive.

1.  The young boy sang melodious bhajanas.

2.  A brown, varnished harmonium was played by him.

3.  Another boy played a high-pitched mrdunga.

4.  The sound of karatalas was also heard. 

5.  Krsna ran into a dark cave.

6.  Inside, Muchukunda spoke to Him.

7.  Kalayavana was burnt by Muchukunda.

8.  Mathura was beseiged by Jarasandha eighteen times.

9.  Krsna, therefore, had Visvakarma build Dvaraka.

10. The Pandava's assembly house was constructed by Maya-danava.

Exercise C:

Rewrite   the   paragraph   below  changing   all   the   passive constructions into active sentences. 

     Once  a  devotee tried to board a bus  to  distribute  Srila Prabhupada's books to its passengers.  He was told,  however,  by the  driver  that  he  could not get  on.  The  driver  was  then questioned by the devotee why he wouldn't let him on.  The driver then told him an interesting story. "One month ago my wife bought one of your pocket size Krsna books. After she finished, the book was  found by my seven year-old son who is just learning to read. He cannot read very well yet,  but he still wouldn't put the book down  until the entire thing was read by him.  And the worst part is  that he won't go to sleep unless some of the book is read  to him by us."

Exercise D:

Rewrite   the   paragraph   below  changing   all   the   passive constructions into active sentences. 

     One time a devotee named Samya dasa was doing very poorly on sankirtana.  Buses  were boarded by him,  but no one took  books. Finally  he  decided  that  since  no  people  responded  to  his preaching,  the air would be preached to by him.  So,  with  this plan, he got on another bus and began preaching. This was said by him,  "Although it seems no one wants any books, the gentleman in the back seat is very eager for one." Of course, there was no one back  there;  he  was preaching to an imaginary  person.  He  was thought to be crazy by all the passengers. Samya then went to the back of the bus and said to the imaginary person,  "Thank you for your  wonderful donation." And,  low and behold,  sitting on  the empty sit was a bag with thirty dollars in it. Seeing this, Samya offered obeisances to the bag,  and it was then picked up by him. The  people  on the bus were amazed by this and many  books  were bought by them.  
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