Unit F: Writing a True Fable

Lesson Ten :  Rewriting for Polish--Prepositions,  the Object of                                         the Preposition, and Prepositional Phrases

PREPOSITIONS  are  words  that  show  direction  or  relationship between two nouns.

The donkeys ...... the trees look funny.

In  this  sentence,  we need a word,  a preposition to  show  the relationship between the noun DONKEYS and the noun TREES.

The donkeys IN the trees look funny.

The preposition IN now shows the relationship between the donkeys and the trees. The donkeys were IN the trees.

            Here are some commonly used prepositions.

            about         behind       to       near

            with          into         out      above

            within        over         from     below

           across        under        off      beneath

             * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

    A  preposition within a sentence is always followed by a noun or  a  pronoun  and their modifiers.   The noun or  pronoun  that follows a preposition is called THE OBJECT OF THE PREPOSITION.  A preposition always has an object.  The preposition together  with its  object  and  the  modifiers  of  the  object  are  called  a PREPOSITIONAL  PHRASE.   The  prepositional  phrases in  the  two sentences below are underlined. 

             The Deity with the crown is Lord Siva.

      Yudhisthira Maharaja went to the Himalaya Mountains.
    Be careful when locating prepositional phrases. A preposition can easily be confused with an adverb.  Some words can be used as either a preposition or an adverb.   There is,  however,  an easy way to tell the two apart.

If the word has an object it is considered a preposition.  

If the word has no object, it is considered an adverb.

The cow ran around.   (around is an adverb)

The cow ran around the grassy field. (around is a preposition)

Exercise A: 

Copy  each  sentence  into  your  notebook.   First,  circle  the preposition.  Then underline the entire prepositional phrase once and the object of the preposition twice.

1.  Foolish Kalayavana ran after Krsna.

2.  The sage sat by the river.

3.  A deer skin mat was under him.

4.  Krsna ran away from Jarasandha.

5.  He ran with Lord Balarama.

6.  They climbed up a huge mountain.

7.  Quickly, They jumped off the mountain's towering peak. 

8.  Jarasandha lit the mountain on fire.

9.  Krsna lived in Dwaraka.

10. Sukadeva Goswami talked about Krsna.

Exercise B:

Copy the words below into your notebook,  adding a  prepositional phrase to each group of words.

1. Krsna walked ....... 

2. They walked ...... 

3. Krsna and Radha danced ...... 

4. They danced ....... 

5. There was a full moon ....... 

Exercise C:

Write a list of five prepositions that aren't within the list  at the beginning of this lesson.  You may look through The Nectar of Devotion for ideas.   Then write a sentence with each preposition on your list.   In the sentences you write,  underline the entire prepositional phrase once,  circle the preposition, and underline the object of the preposition twice.

Exercise D:

Copy these sentences into your notebook.   If the underlined word is  a  preposition,   write  PREPOSITION  beneath  it.    It  the underlined word is an adverb, write ADVERB.

1.  The boy ran quickly.

2.  He was afraid of the demon.

3.  The demon loudly roared.

4.  Krsna sweetly played on His flute.

5.  Srimate Radharani went into the dark forest.

6.  She came and stood beside Krsna.

7.  The cowherd boys and Krsna joyfully played.

8.  They had fun beneath the tall trees of the Talavana forest.

9.  Kamsa waited fearfully for a chance to kill the Lord.

10. But every second that he waited brought him one second closer to  his death for,  at the great wrestling  match,  Krsna  killed Kamsa with His lotus fist.

Exercise E: Sentence Combining

Locate the prepositional phrase in the second sentence.   Rewrite the  first  sentence,  adding  to it the  information  from  that prepositional  phrase.  You  may change the  preposition  if  the combined sentence would make more sense with another preposition. Finally,  underline the prepositional phrase in the new sentence. The first one is done for you.

1. The boy took the fruit.  The fruit was in the tree.

Combined sentence: The boy took the fruit from the tree.

2.  Balarama threw Dhenukasura. Balarama threw him in a tree.

3.  Krsna  killed Kamsa.  Krsna killed him by striking him.

4.  The monkey stole a banana. The banana was in a basket.

5.  He sold a book. He sold it to an  old man.

6.  Krsna dasa found a sweet. He found it inside his trunk.

7.  Krsna ran. Krsna ran with Balarama and the cowherd boys.

8.  Mucukunda slept. Mucukunda slept within a dark cave.

9.  Krsna silently hid. Krsna hid from His playmates.

10. The boys found Krsna. They found Him behind a green bush.
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