Unit E  : A Lesson From a Devotee

Lesson Seven: Rewriting for Development--

                               Transitions Between Paragraphs               

   Paragraphs  are  often connected to one another by  transition words, transition phrases, or by refering back to an idea or word in  the  last  paragraph.   Notice  how the  transitions  in  the following story from Srimad Bhagavatam 10.2 connect the series of paragraphs.

                      One day,  a year after Krsna's  appearance,                      Mother  Yasoda  was patting her son  on  her                      lap.   But suddenly she felt the child to be                      heavier than a mountain peak,  and she could                      no  longer  bear His weight.   She began  to                      feel anxious,  and put the child down on the                      ground and began to think of  Narayana.   As                      she  called for the brahmanas to  counteract                      the heaviness,  she again began to engage in                      her  other  household affairs.   She had  no                      alternative than to remember the lotus  feet                      of  Narayana,  for she could not  understand                      that  Krsna  was  the  original  source   of        #1            everything.

    THIS TRANSITION     As  the child sat on the ground, a demon     REFERS BACK TO   named  Trnavarta,   who  was  a  servant  of     THE ACTION IN    Kamsa's,  came  there  as  a  whirlwind,  at     THE PREVIOUS     Kamsa's request.  He very easily carried the     PARAGRAPH        child away into the air.  Covering the whole                      land of Gokula with particles of dust,  that                      demon, acting as a strong whirlwind, covered                      everyone's   vision  and   began   vibrating        #2            everywhere with a freatly fearful sound.

    THIS TRANSITION       For a moment, the whole pasturing ground     REFERS TO THE    was  overcast  with dense darkness from  the     DESCRIPTION      dust storm,  and mother Yasoda was unable to     IN THE PREVIOUS  find  her  son  where she  had  placed  Him.      PARAGRAPH        Because of the bits of sand thrown about  by                      Trnavarta,  people  could not see themselves                      or   anyone  else,   and  thus   they   were                      illusioned  and disturbed.   Because of  the                      dust   storm   stirred  up  by  the   strong                      whirlwind, mother Yasoda could find no trace                      of  her son,  nor could she understand  why.                       Thus she fell down on the ground like a  cow                      who  has  lost her calf and began to  lament         #3           very pitifully.  

    THIS TRANSITION      When the force of the dust storm and the     USED REPETITION  winds subsided,  Yasoda's friends, the other     OF A WORD        gopis, approached mother Yasosa, hearing her                      pitiful crying.   Not seeing Krsna  present,                      they too felt very much aggrieved and joined                      mother Yasoda in crying,  their eyes full of         #4           tears.

    THIS TRANSITION      Meanwhile   Trnavarta,   the   whirlwind     USES A           demon,  took Krsna very high in the sky, but     TRANSITIONAL     when  Krsna  became heavier than the  demon,     WORD             the demon had to stop his force and could go                      no  further.   Because  of  Krsna's  weight,                      Trnavarta considered Him to be like a  great                      mountain or hunk of iron. ^SBut because Krsna                      had  caught the demon's neck, the demon was                      unable  to  throw  Him  off,   He  therefore                      thought of the child as wonderful,  since he                      could neither bear the child nor cast  aside          #5          the burden.  

     THIS TRANSITION     With  Krsna grasping him by the  throat,      IS MADE BY      Trnavarta  choked,  unable  to make  even  a      REFERING BACK   sound  or even to move his hands  and  legs.       TO THE ACTION   His  eyes  popping out,  the demon lost  his      IN THE LAST     life  and fell,  along with the little  boy,      PARAGRAPH       down  to  the ground of  Vraja.   While  the                      gopis  who  had  gathered  were  crying  for                      Krsna,  the  demon fell from the sky onto  a                      big slab of stone,  his limbs dislocated, as                      if he had been pierced by the arrow of  Lord          #6          Siva like Tripurasura.

     A TRANSITIONAL      The  gopis  immediately picked Krsna  up      TIME WORD       from  the chest of the demon  and  delivered      IS USED         Him,  free  from  all  inauspiciousness,  to                      mother Yasosa.   Because the child, although                      taken into the sky by the demon,  was unhurt                      and now free from all danger and misfortune,                      the  gopis and cowherd men,  headed by Nanda                      Maharaja, were extremely happy.

    Transitions  carry  the action of one paragraph to the  next.  In the above paragraph, many transitional "tricks" were used.

#1 The transition, "As the child sat on the ground, a demon named Trnavarta,  who  was  a servant of Kamsa...," refers back  to  an action  in the last paragraph,  " (Yasoda) put the child down  on the ground." 

#2 The transition,  "The whole pasturing ground was overcast with dense   darkness  from  the  dust  storm,"  refers  back  to  the description, "Covering the whole land of Gokula with particles of dust" at the end of the previous paragraph.  

#3  The  transition  is  the  repetition of  the  word  "pitiful" (pitifully) from the end of the previous paragraph.

#4  The  first word of the new paragraph is the  transition  word "Meanwhile" which connects the paragraph to the one before it. #5  

#5  The  transition,  "With  Krsna grasping him  by  the  throat, Trnavarta choked"  works because it refers back to Krsna's action in the last paragraph, "Krsna had caught the demon's neck."

#6  The  transitional time word "immediately" brings  the  action from  what  has been happening in the previous paragraph  to  the present.                                          *                 *                 *

Use transitions to bring the action of one paragraph to the next.

Some simple transition "tricks" are as follow:

1. Transition words: furthermore, meanwhile, therefore

2. Transition phrases: for example, on the other hand

3. Time words: then, immediately, soon

4. Time phrases: in a moment, after a few days, 

5. Word repetition

6. Refering  back to an idea,  an action or a description    in the previous paragraph

                      *   *   *   *   *   *

      Remember to vary the transition methods that you use.

                      *   *   *   *   *   *

                            *   *   *

                              *   *

                                *

Exercise A:

    Read the following pages in Srila Prabhupada-lilamrta, Volume 6,  Uniting Two World."  After you locate the example, write down the  method  of  transition used between that paragraph  and  the paragraph before it.

1.  133 "Moreover, he had a special inclination to be in India."

2.  133  "And in addition to all these reasons  Prabhupada  also felt most relaxed and at home here."

3.  135  "The   other  points on Srila   Prabhupada's  list  were scriptural  directions for how the prime minister could make  her leadership Krsna conscious..."

4.  137   "With  great relish and  satisfation  Srila  Prabhupada examined the books."

5.  138   "Prabhupada's disciples could accept his anger."

Exercise B: 

    Read the sentences below.  Think of sentence 1.  as the  last sentence  in  a paragraph.   Think of sentence 2.  as  the  first sentence  in  the next paragraph.   Use the  transition  "tricks" mentioned   above   to   rewrite  sentence   2.   so   that   the transition becomes smooth. 

Example:

A. 1. The Krsna conscious movement is spreading all over the word.

   2. The maha mantra has great potency.

    Therefore,  we  can understand that the maha mantra has great potency.

B. 1. The boys were playing by the bank of the Yamuna. 

   2. The demon Bakasura sprang out. 

C. 1. The gopis were watching Krsna.

   2. Putana, dressed as a beautiful women, strode in.

D. 1. Each book costs four dollars to print.

   2. The devotees distribute thousands of books each day.

E. 1. The man sitting next to him has led a difficult life. 

   2. He is intent on enjoying himself.

F. 1. Lord Ramacandra spent many years in the forest.

   2. The  forests  were full of flowers, fruits, and sages.

Exercise C: Sentence Combining

Use sentence combining to rewrite the following story.  Make sure that  the  different paragraphs are connected using  transitions.  Underline all the transitions that you use and circle the word or words in the previous paragraph that they refer to.

One  day  something  happened.   Krsna   was  playing  with   His playmates.   The  playmates were small.   Balarama  was  playing.  Some  of  the  playmates were sons of gopas.   The  friends  came together and did something.   They went to mother  Yasoda.   They lodged a complaint.   They said, "Mother."  They said, "Krsna has eaten  something."   They said that the something that Krsna  had eaten was earth.   Mother Yasoda heard this.   She heard it  from Krsna's  playmates.   She was in anxiety.   her anxiety was full.  She was anxious about Krsna's welfare.   She picked Him up.   She did  it with her hands.   She had a reason for doing  this.   She wanted to look in his mouth.   She wanted to chastise  him.   She spoke to her son.   She said,"Dear Krsna, why have you eaten dirt in  a solitary place?"  Your playmates have complained about You.  Balarama has complained about you too.  Balarama is your brother.  He  is elder to You.   Lord Krsna replied," Dear Mother,  I  have never eaten dirt.   My friends are complaining against Me.   They are liars.   If you think they are truthful,  then do  something.  You  look in my mouth.   You can look in my mouth directly.   You can  examine my mouth." Mother Yasoda challenged Krsna,  "If  you have not  eaten  earth,  then  open  your  mouth.  Open it wide."  Krsna opened His mouth.   He opened His mouth wide.  He did it on the order of His Mother.   His mother's name is  Yasoda.   Yasoda saw something.   She saw it within His mouth.  She saw all moving entities.  She saw all non-moving entities.  She saw outer space.  She saw all the directions. She saw the mountains. She saw lands. She saw the surface of the earth.  She saw the blowing wind.  She saw fire.  She saw stars.  She saw the planetary systems. She saw water.  She  saw light.  She saw air.  She saw sky.  She saw  the senses.  She saw the mind.   She saw goodness.   She saw passion. She  saw  ignorance.   She saw time.   She began to  think.   Her thinking was doubtful.  She became fearful.  She began to wonder.  Her wondering made her think, "Is this a dream?"  (SB 10.8.32-40)

                    **   **    **    **    **

     After looking at the PROCESS CHECKLIST on page ??,  read and then  REWRITE  your "Lesson From a Devotee" writing  project  for DEVELOPMENT.   Take  special notice of your project's ending  and its   transitions.   When   you  complete  your   REWRITING   for DEVELOPMENT,  go  on  to Lesson Eight,  in which we'll  read  the "Deliverance  of Nalakuvera and Manigriva" story from  the  Krsna Book.
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