Unit E  : A Lesson From a Devotee

Lesson Six : Rewriting for Development--Endings

    After having REWRITTEN  our draft for FOCUS, we can now begin REWRITING  it  for DEVELOPMENT.  The main idea of  REWRITING  for DEVELOPMENT  is to add whatever information is needed to keep the reader's  interest  and to convince him of the  FOCUS  STATEMENT.      Before we read and REWRITE our draft for DEVELOPMENT,  we'll study one of the development items--writing a good ending. 

                      **    *  **  *    **

    Notice how the three endings below that have been taken  from ^S  Back to Godhead^S articles strongly restate the piece's focus statement.

1. Title: The Spices of Life

Focus  Statement:  Using everything--machines,  spices,  and  our bodies--in Krsna's service will help us go back to Godhead.

Ending:    So use the grinder and blender--or mortar and pestle--for Krsna.   That will make cooking a labor of love,  an activity that evokes our natural affection for the Lord.   It's the proper use  not only of our utensils but also our lives.   (Visakha-devi dasi)

2. Title: For the Young at Heart

Focus  Statement:  Material  pleasures  give  us  only  temporary happiness  and temporary relief from miseries,  but chanting Hare Krsna sprouts our love of God which is our real happiness and  is the real cure for all material  miseries.

Ending:   Mahejya and Hari dasa beam,  grateful to give what,  as children,  they themselves never had--Krsna consciousness.  Dried and dressed,  Mahejya strikes up the chanting of Hare Krsna,  and Haridasa  leads  the  sankirtana party back  through  the  fields toward  the schoolhouse.   Of all the countless   lives  thriving under  that  springtime  sun,  who could be more  fortunate  than these:  Deep in their hearts, the seed of love of God has started to sprout.  (Suresvara dasa)

3. Title: Rainmakers, Big and Small

Focus Statement: Instead of spending one's time trying to control the forces of nature,  one should depend upon God and develop his love for Him.

Ending:  "Everybody  talks about the weather," as the old  saying goes,  "but  nobody does anything about it."  And Krsna's  farmer knows it's foolish to try.   He just works hard for the Lord, and whatever comes he takes as the Lord's mercy.   Rain or shine,  he remembers  Krsna,  and harvests peace,  prosperity--and love  for Him. (Suresvara dasa)

              *                 *                 *

    In  bringing out the focus of the piece in its  ending,  "The Spices  of  Life (1),  uses examples,  "So use  the  grinder  and blender--or  mortal and pestle--for Krsna."  The ending for  "For the  Young at Heart (2)," uses description:  "Dried and  dressed, Mahejya strikes up the chanting of Hare Krsna, and Haridasa leads the   sankirtana  party  back  through  the  fields  toward   the schoolhouse,"  and  the ending for ," Rainmakers,  Big and  Small (3)"  uses a quote,  "Everybody talks about the weather," as  the old saying goes, "but nobody does anything about it."  

    Examples,  description,  and quotes.  These ways of making an ending  work  are  also some of the ways that we make  our  leads work.  The same techniques we use for our leads can often be used for our endings as well.

Here are some points to rememeber when writing endings: 

1.   Do  not worry about your ending on your first  draft.   Come back to polish your ending when you revise.

2.   When  working on your ending,  write a few.   Try both short endings  and long ones.   Try a variety of endings using  quotes, descriptions,  and  examples.  Choosing the best from a batch  is easier than trying to write just one catchy ending.

3.  Make  sure the ending strongly leaves the reader  remembering the piece's focus.  

              *                 *                 *

Exercise A:

    Read the three endings below from "Back To Godhead'  articles and  see if you can list,  in your own words,  the  philosophical point,  the focus statement,  the writer wanted to communicate to his reader. 

1. Title: Who's in the Doghouse Now?

Ending:  One who lives for that which perishes lives for nothing.  The  Vedic  teachings  therefore point us beyond  the  perishable material world beyond dog,  family, politics, and Iceland--to our real home,  our real family, our real life, in the transcendental world of Lord Krsna. (Jayadvaita Swami)

2. Title: Death of a Father

Ending:  I felt very happy that my father was interested in Krsna consciousness and that he intelligently decided to spend his last days glorifying God by chanting His holy names.  Death is usually a gloomy event that we prefer not to talk about.   But due to the transcendental  influence of the holy names of the Lord,  and  by the  mercy  of  the  pure  devotee  Srila  Prabhupada,   what  is ordinarily   a   tragedy  became  a  spiritually  purifying   and enlightening event.   You also should take up this jouful process of  chanting  the  holy  names of the Lord  and  make  your  life sublime.   After  all,  you  never know when you'll have  to  go. (Brahma-Muhurta dasa)

3. Title : Two Faces of Krsna

Ending:   Krsna has two faces: His smiling gace of love for those who  surender to him and his fearsome face of the universal form, "whose  effulgence  is  like  the radiance  of  a  thousand  suns bursting  forth  at once in the sky."  Lord Krsna  reserves  this face  of all-devouring,  devastating time for those who  fear  or deride  or  ignore  Him,  and who desire simply  to  exploit  His creation for their own ends.  Should that face manifest itself in the world,  we can only hope that the people for whom it is meant will remember Krsna then. (Suhotra Swami)

Exercise B:

Read each of the endings below and try to list in your own  words the  piece's focus.   Then write the technique the author  used--example, descriptions, or quotes--to make the ending work.

1. Title: How Much Are You Worth

Ending:  "When  people  werre told they were worth only 98  cents they were shocked," Dr.  Monsen said.   "They feel better knowing they are worth $5.60."  But if we can free ourselves from  bodily designations,  understand that we're not these bodies at all, and recognize who we really are,  there's no limit to how much better we shall feel. (Jayadvaita Swami)

2. Title: A Question of Quotas

Ending:  The  Isopanisad  gives  a simple  formula  for  economic well-being  for everyone on the planet.  "Everything  animate  or inanimate  that is within the universe is controlled and owned by the  Lord.    One  should  therefore  accept  only  those  things necessary for himself,  which are set aside as his quota, and one should not accept other things, knowing ell to whom they belong."

3. Title: A Krsna Conscious response to Terrorism

Ending:     While there is a obvious, immediate need to barricade embassies  and  presidential  buildings against  the  terrorists' dynamite-loaded trucks,  and while there is a need for police and military surveilance to prevent terrorism from erupting in public places,  more lasting solutions must be taken up. Krsna conscious persons have knowledge of the nonsectarian,  nonviolent spiritual essence at the heart of every human being,  and they see that the most  important step in combating terrorism is to propagate  this knowledge. (Satsvarupa dasa Goswami)

Exercise C:

Choose two articles from any Back To Godhead magazine and write

into your notebook the title,  the ending,  the article's  focus, and the technique the author used to make the ending effective.

Exercise D:

Choose  two essays that you have already written and  write  into your  notebook  their titles,  their endings,  their  focus,  and whether  or  not you think the ending is  effective.   Give  your reasons.

Exercise E:

Find  one  other  essay  that you have written  and  improve  the ending.

                  *      *      *      *      *

    Now,  before going on to the next lesson, write an ending for your writing project," A Lesson From a Devotee."

                           *    *    *
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