Unit E: A Lesson From a Devotee

Lesson Three: Finishing Prewriting and Composing the First Draft

     Now  that  you've completed project steps 1 and 2  and  have collected your information through your interview,  you're almost ready  to  write  your  first  draft.   First,  look  at  project instruction 3:

                         *      *      *

3.  Reread  your  notes  or listen to the tape recording  of  the interview and decide which parts  relate to the one story and the one lesson that you will use.  Use these notes (or transcribe the important parts of your taperecording) as information from  which you will write a small book.

                         *      *      *

    After  you go through your notes (or taperecording) and chose your story and lesson,  you are ready to begin the first part  of project instruction 4 and COMPOSING.  But before you begin, first review  the  PREWRITING SECTION of the PROCESS CHECKLIST to  make sure  that you have fully prepared yourself to write  your  first draft.

                         *      *      *

    PREWRITING  is when the author chooses his topic and  gathers the information he needs to write. During Prewriting, --

     1. carefully read and understand the instructions. 

     2. choose your writing topic.

     3. write down possible sources of information that would be             helpful to complete the project.

     4. decide which sources are practical to use.

     5. gather the information.

     6. keep detailed notes on the information gathered.

                             *     *

     If  you've completed your PREWRITING,  you're ready to begin the first part of project question 4:

                       *    *       *    *

it,  write  a first draft describing the lesson that was learned. 

                   *    *    *    *    *    * 

     Writing a FIRST DRAFT is sometimes a frightening experience, even  for professional writers.   "What am I going to say?"  "How should  I start the first sentence?"  "Do I really like what  I'm going to write about?"  These are some of the questions go on  in a writer's mind.  Good writers tell us, though, that the only way to  conquer  our fear of writing is to start  writing--and  start writing  fast.   Don't  worry  about  spelling,  punctuation,  or sentence structure.  Begin writing and you'll be surprised to see how much you know.   Expect surprises.   The unexpected is  often more detailed and exciting than what we had planned. 

     Read  the  PROSESS  CHECKLIST section  on  COMPOSING  listed below.   Review  its five simple points and then after completing the  warm-up exercise,  begin your first draft for your story and its lesson. 

                         *      *      *

     COMPOSING  is when the author first writes his first  draft.  During composing --

     1. read the notes you took during prewriting.

     2. write this draft without looking at the notes.

     3. write  only  on every other line and on one side of  the                 paper.

     4. don't worry about spelling,  grammar,  or other mistakes         on this draft. 

     5. don't make corrections as you write. For the time being,         just write your ideas down as fast as you can. 

        *************************************************

                  Warm-Up Exercise: Your Story

     You will now write a story about something that happened  to you  within  the last three years.   The story can be  about  any Krsna  conscious experience that you've had.   The experience can be happy,  sad,  or even frightening.   It can be about a trip to Rathayatra,  the  day  you  helped cook the Sunday  feast,  or  a sankirtan story.  Any interesting story with a beginning, middle, and ending will be good. 

     When you've decided upon your story, brainstorm for five  or ten minutes on your memories of the place,  the people  involved, and your feelings.   After brainstorming,  write a first draft of your story.  Don't worry about spelling,  punctuation, or grammar mistakes.  Just  write  quickly without  stopping.   When  you've finished, give it to a friend to read.  Ask him which one part he thinks is most interesting.   Then ask him if any parts need more information to make the story more clear.

                        *      *       *

    After  finishing your first draft of "A Lesson Learned From a Devotee,"  go  on  to the next lesson which is on  REWRITING  for FOCUS. 
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