Unit E: A Lesson From a Devotee

Lesson Fourteen: Rewriting for Polish--Spelling                      

Part One: About Spelling--Syllables

    A  syllable  is a word or part of a word that  is  pronounced without a break in the voice.   A vowel sound  must be able to be heard in each syllable.   Sometimes a syllable has only the sound of the vowel, and sometimes the sound is blended with one or more consonants.  Syllables are the basic units of pronunciation.

    How many vowel sounds can be heard in these words?   How many syllables does each word have?

      frog     mice       move      sound      tug    leave

    How many vowel sounds can be heard in these words?   How many syllables does each word have?

      walking   teacher   vowel    boxes   farmer  endings

                            *   *   *

    Knowing  how  to divide a word into syllables can help us  in several ways. 

     1.  It can help us read words we are not familiar with.   To read a word we are not familiar with,  first break the unfamiliar word into syllables.  Then then try to read the word, syllable by syllable,  beginning  with the first syllable whose pronunciation we recognize.  

     2.  Being able to divide words into syllables can also  help us  decide on the spelling of an unfamiliar word.  After dividing it  into  syllables  by its  pronunciation,  we  can  spell  each syllable one by one.  

     3.  Studying the correct spelling of a word can also be made easier  by first dividing the word into syllables and then seeing which syllables are spelled as they are sounded and which aren't.  Sometimes  we misspell a word simply because we forget to  forget to pronounce one syllable within the word.  This type of  mistake can  be avoided by first pronouncing the word correctly and  then dividing it into syllables.

     4.   When we divide a word at the end of a line,  we need to know  where  to  divide  it.  Since  words  are  divided  between syllables, knowing how to correctly divide a word is necessary to corectly divide a word at the end of a line.

 ^SHere are some rules that help us divide words into syllables^S

     a.  Some words have only  one syllable and cannot be divided              further.

      try  smile  let  green  hear spear  sleep  snow  test

     b.  Word  endings such as  -er,  -ing,  and -es are usally a           separate syllable.

    tell-er     sing-er      box-es     think-ing    sand-ing

    tell-ing    sing-ing     box-ing    think-er     sand-er

     c. When there is a  double consonant in word,  the syllable          break is usually between the double consonants.

       mid-dle             hol-low                  hap-py

       com-ment            lit-tle                  com-mit

     d. In most words  that have two consonants with a vowel  on          either  side,  the  syllable division comes between  the          consonants.

       baS-Ket            piC-Nic                 laR-Ger     

       eN-Tire            coM-Pany                hoS-Pital

     e. Two  or more different  consonants  which together  make          one  blended  sound are never separated  into  different          syllables.

       ma-CHine            waSTe                  a-GHast       

       STRing              un-KNown                quiLT        

Exercise A:

   Divide the words below with a hyphen just as you would  divide them  at the end of a line.   If the word should not be  divided, simply write the word without a hyphen.

1.  factory            9.  electric         17.  frozen

2.  Sridam            10.  Rama             18.  govern

3.  golden            11.  cheerful         19.  cleaned

4.  drum              12.  dumb             20.  freezer

5.  beside            13.  chorus           21.  double

6.  brick             14.  examination      22.  envelop

7.  castle            15.  Pralamhasura     23.  hotel

8.  Radha             16.  feathers         24.  daily

Exercise B:

   Copy  each  word  into  your notebook.  Then  divide  it  into syllables. Then look up the word in the dictionary. Keep track of how  many  minutes  and seconds it takes you to find  each  word.  Check  the syllable divisions given in the dictionary (after  the entry)  with the syllable division you have written  within  your notebook.

1.  independent          6.  patience             11.  rhythm

2.  deleterious          7.  lethiferous          12.  gymnasium

3.  satisfy              8.  meditation           13.  delegate

4.  beauty               9.  synonym              14.  guidelines

5.  suffix              10.  noise                15.  punctuate

Part Two: Spelling Words

    1.  clothing                  11. island

    2.  collar                    12. machinery

    3.  costume                   13. museum

    4.  count                     14. national

    5.  difference                15. obey

    6.  double                    16. perfume

    7.  examination               17. population

    8.  expected                  18. prepared

    9.  frightened                19. principal

    10. groceries                 20. provided

Part Three: Abbreviations--Titles  

                         Before a Name

                         Mister ---- Mr.

                       Mistress ---- Mrs.

                          Miss ---- Ms.

                         Doctor ---- Dr.

                       Reverend ---- Rev.

                      President ---- Pres.

                          After a Name

                         Junior ---- Jr.

                         Senior ---- Sr.

                Bachelor of Arts Degree ---- B.A.

                 Master of Arts Degree ---- M.A.

             Doctor of Philosophy Degree ---- Ph.D.

                  Doctor of Medicine ---- M.D.

Exercise:

   Change  all  the words that are abbreviated in  the  paragraph below into words, and all the words into abbreviations.

   Example:     1. Dr. Jeckery Taylor Junior

                2. Doctor Jeckery Taylor Jr.

     Three  days  ago  was Sun.  and so we had  our  feast.  Many interesting people came.  First, at about one o'clock, Miss Marry showed  up accompanied by her friend,  Doctor  Pevar,  Doctor  of Medicine.  Next came Rev. Temple, Ph.D. and President Gerry, M.A. of the Board of Educators.  Then at 4:15 Mr. and Mistress Manning Sr.  and their five-year old son Rafeal Manning Junior.  Finally, right before the feast, Bhakta Dan showed up with a friend of his who has a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Chemistry. 

Part Four: Spelling Challenges

1. Proofreading:

   Copy  the  passage into your notebook and proofread  it  using proofreading marks.

   The Lord apears in this transcendental form without any  tinge of  material qualities.  He desends just to keep the state of His creation in a normal condittion. The normal condition is that the Lord has provyded each and every planit with all the needs of the nateve  living beings.  They can hapily live and  excecute  their predestyned ocuppations to attain salvation at the end,  folowing the rules and regelations mentioned in the riveeled scriptures. 

[S. Bhag. Canto One, Chapter 10, Verse 25]

2. Missing Letters:

   Copy the words into your notebook with the blanks.   Then make each  word  complete  by filling in each blank with one  or  more letters.  

p_rf_me,   pro__ded,   i_land,   ob__,   gro__er__s,  clo__ing, di__eren_e,    pop_la__on,    princi___,   ma__inery,   na__onal, e_aminat__n,   fri__tened,   co__ar,   c__nt,  pr_p_red,  mus__m, e_pec_ed, cost_m_

3. Word Hunt:

    Words are hidden within the square below.  To find them, read from right to left, left to right, up to down, or down to up. You may also read corner to corner.   Copy all the word that you find into your notebook.

              ------------------------------------

              |      |      |      |      |      |

              |   I  |   B  |   R  |   X  |   R  |

              ------------------------------------

              |      |      |      |      |      |  

              |   Q  |   R  |   A  |   M  |   A  |  

              ------------------------------------  

              |      |      |      |      |      |  

              |   C  |   A  |   T  |   A  |   T  |  

              ------------------------------------  

              |      |      |      |      |      |

              |   B  |   Y  |   E  |   T  |   P  |

              ------------------------------------

              |      |      |      |      |      |

              |   P  |   I  |   T  |   A  |   W  |

              ------------------------------------

4. Word Changes:

     a. Change the first sound of MATE to make a word that means          not on time. 

     b. Now add a  sound to  the word you made for a. and form a          word that names something off of which we take prasadam.

     c. Change the word SLIP to a word  that names part of  your          mouth.

     d.  Now  change the  first sound of the word (from  question           c.) so that it means to slowly drink.

5. Anagrams:

   Form  as  many  new words as you can by adding one letter  at  a time. Example: in to win, win to twin, twin to twine.

     a. an

     b. it

     c. he

     d. on
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