Unit  E  : A Lesson From a Devotee

Lesson   Thirteen:   Rewriting   for  Polish--

                                   Avoiding Sentence Fragments 

     A  group  of  words that is  missing  either  a  subject,  a predicate, or both is called a SENTENCE FRAGMENT.

1. Fell from the glimmering peaks.  (missing a subject)

2. The eyes of the pilgrims.  (missing a verb and predicate)

3. One after another. (missing both subject and verb)

           ***     *     **     *    **     *     ***

       How do we change sentence fragments into sentences?

                          **    *    **

Add a subject to the first--

Soft Snow  fell from the glimmering peaks.

Add a verb and predicate to the second--

The eyes of the pilgrims saw the flood.
Add both a subject and verb and predicate to the third--

One after another, the men answered the question.
                        *       *       *

   The  short paragraph below has three sentence fragments.   The easiest  way to  correct them is to connect each fragments to the sentence before it.

                        *       *       *

     Lord Karanadaksayi Visnu breathes out many universes.   That come in seed form.    Each universe expands. Until it is billions of   miles  wide.    The  Lord  then  enters  each  universe   as Garbhodaksaayi Visnu and fills half of each universe.  With water from His own body. 

                                *

    Always  check  your  writing  to make  sure  it  contains  no sentence fragments.  Fix your sentence fragments by either adding a  sentence part to them (a subject,  a predicate,  or  both)  or    by adding them to another sentence. 

              *                 *                 *

Exercise A: 

Correct  each  of  the following sentence fragments by  adding  a subject,  a  predicate,  or both.   After you have corrected  the sentence,  write within parentheses which sentence part or  parts were missing. The first one is done for you.

1. Was playing as a  small boy.

Answer:  Lord  Krsna,  the  Supreme Personality of  Godhead,  was playing as a small boy. (subject)

2.  Angry at His mother when she stopped feeding Him.

3.  He first the pot of butter. 

4.  Ate some butter.

5.  After that, the Supreme Lord to the monkeys.

6.  Hid as if He was frightened that Mother Yosada would find Him.

7.  When Mother Yasoda returned.

8.  She that this must be the work of her son.

9.  A stick and tried to chase the boy.

10. Krsna before he was finally caught.

Exercise B:

Rewrite  each fragment correctly by attaching it to the  sentence from which it was separated. Add a word or two if necessary.

1. Mother Yasoda.  Krsna was trembling with fear.

2. She decide that He was too afraid. Throw away her stick.

3. She decided to bind Him.  With ropes instead.

4. She got ropes from within her house. Tried to tie the child.

5. The rope she had was too short.  To bind up the Supreme Lord    Krsna.

6. She tried adding more rope.  But no matter how much rope she    added.  The rope was always two inches too short.

Exercise C: Sentence Combining

The   following  paragraph  contains  many  short  sentences  and sentence  fragments.   Use  sentence  combining  to  rewrite  the paragraph so the senses are longer and are grammatically correct.  You may add words if necessary.

When  Krsna saw that His mother was disturbed and  confused.   He decided to allow her to bind Him.   After Mother  Yosoda.   Bound Lord Krsna to a grinding motar.   As punishment.   She decided to go in the house.   Krsna began to feel sorry.   For Himself.   He thought.  I have done nothing.  Wrong.  My mother did not feed me properly.    I  broke  the  butter  pot.   I  took  some  butter.  Distibuted  it  in charity to the monkeys.   Now  my  mother  has punished  Me  for no reason.   I will do  something.   Even  more naughty.   Lord Krsna began to pull the grinding motar.  To which he was tied.   Between two twin Arjuna tees.  That stood nearbye.  When the Lord pulled the motar.   Beteen the two trees, he pulled hard.   The trees fell down.   With a crash. Out came two shining personalities.
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