Unit E  : A Lesson From a Devotee 

Lesson Twelve: Rewriting for Polish--

                               Rules or Subject-Verb Agreement

    The  following  six rules will help you make the verbs  agree with the subject of its sentence.

  RULE 1: After a singular subject comes a singular verb.

          After a plural subject comes a plural verb.

Examples: a. The prasadam is delicious.

             (prasadam is singular, is is singular)

          b. We were on our way home.

             (we is plural, were is plural)

  RULE 2: "s" is added to most verbs that come after a singular           subject, except when the subject is either you or I.

Examples: a. Caitanya dasa plays football.

          b. Gauranga eats a lot of prasadam.

  RULE 3: Verbs ending in S,SH,CH,TCH,Z or X usually end in "es".

Examples: a. Maharaja watches.

          b. Jarati washes the clothes.

  RULE  4: When  a sentence has a two subjects joined by  "and,"            they are followed by a plural verb.

Examples: a. Balarama and Nitai ran into the forest.

          b. Arjuna and Madhumangal are friends.

          c. Pakoras and Puris were eaten.

  RULE  5:  When  "I"  and "YOU" are used as  the  subject  of  a sentence, the verb never ends in "s" or "es".

Examples: a. I eat.

          b. You sing.

  RULE  6:  When  the following words are used  as  a  sentence's subject, they always take a singular verb: 

          anybody,    everybody,    somebody,   nobody,   anyone,                     someone,  no one,  none,  each,  either,  neither,  and                     everyone.  

   These words used as subject are called indefinite subjects.

Examples: a. None of the children eats meat.  

          b. Somebody knows the answer to the problem.

          c. Nobody hears soft chanting.

Exercise A:

    Use  the  correct form of the verb and copy each sentence  in your notebook. 

1.  The  mothers of the cowherd boys (came,  come) out  of  their      homes. 

2. The night has (come, came) to an end.

3. Lord Krsna (is , are ) the darling of mother Yasoda.

4. The name "Gauranga" (refers,refer) to Lord Caitanya.

5. Manigriva and Nalakuvera (was, were ) delivered from Narada's    curse by Lord Krsna.

6. You (travel, travels) to the end of Vrajabhumi.

7. There (were, was) one boy and three adults on the trip.

8. Someone (call, calls) the Gurukula every Sunday.

9. I (cross, crosses) that path at least once a week.

10. Ramacandra and Laksman (is, are) brothers.

Exercise B:

Complete the sentences below.  In each sentence,  use the correct present tense form of the verb.

1. There (go)--------

2. Everyone (speak)_________

3. Sarasvati (walk)__________

4. Upendra and Narottama (is)--------------

5. The peacocks (sing)----------

6. Madhavendra Puri (walk)---------

7. Neither (catch)------------

8. Someone (bring)-------------

9. In the morning, Sudama (cook)-------

10 You (think)--------------.  
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