Unit  D   : Writing a Play From Srimad Bhagavatam 

Lesson Four :  Prewriting / Composing 

     Let's check the writing project instructions from Lesson  2.  Since  we've  already done the PREWRITING steps (1,2,3,  and  4), let's look at steps 5,6 and 7:

5.  Then  write down the order that the action occurs within  the story, as it proceeds from beginning to end.  

6.  Divide the story into three parts:  opening narration, action scene, and closing narration.

7.  Using the process of writing,  write the opening and  closing narrations.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

I've read my story, and I'll now list in order its main points.

              *                 *                 *

1.  At the end of the Caksusa-manvantara, Maharaja Satyavrata was performing austerites by living only on water.

2.  A  small  fish  appeared in the palm of his hand  as  he  was offering water by the bank of the river.

3.  The fish asked for shelter,  and  Satyavarata placed the fish in a water pot and took Him home.

4. The fish grew overnight and Satyavrata placed him in a well.

5. The fish grew and Satyavrata placed Him in a lake.

6. The fish grew and Satyavrata placed Him in a huge lake.

7. The fish grew and Satyavrata placed Him in the ocean.

8.  The  fish  grew to a gigantic form and Satyavrata  understood that the fish was the Supreme Lord.

9. Satyavrata prayed to the Lord.

10.  The  Lord  told Satyavrata that in seven days a great  flood would take place and a boat would appear before Satyavrata.

11.  Satyavata  should load herbs,  seeds,  living entities,  and theseven great sages and board the boat.

12. Satyavraya should attach the boat to  the horn of the fish by Vasuki who wowuld act as a rope, and the Lord would protect him.

13.  Satyavrata  waited  and evrything that the Lord  said  would happen, did happen.

14.  After anchoring Vasuki to the Fish's horn, Satyavrata prayed to the Lord.

15.  Satyavrata and the sages then listened as the Lord explained sankhya-yoga to them.

              *                 *                 *

    I'll divide the story into opening narration,  action  scene, and closing narration.  Then, after rereading the correct sectons of the Bhagavatam, I'll write my first drafts for the opening and closing narrations.

                        Opening Narration

At  the  end of the Caksusa-manvantara,  Maharaja Satyavrata  was performing austerites by living only on water. (1)

                          Action Scene   

From  the  appearance of the small fish to the beginning  of  the flood. (2-13)    

                        Closing Narration

Satyavrata did all the Lord told Him, and after Satyavarta prayed to the Lord, the Lord instructed Him in sankhya-yoga. (14-15)

              *                 *                 *

                          First Drafts

Opening Narration

    The  great King Satyavrata lived during the end of  the  life Caksusa Manu.   Not only was Satyavrata a great king,  but he was also  a  great  devotee.   Once,  as  Satyavrata  was  performing austerites,  and had given up eating everything but water, he was by  the bank of the river known as Krtamala.  As he was  offering water  to  the river in the palms of his hand,  he heard  a  tiny voice.

Closing Narration

    Satyavrata meditated, waiting for the Lord's words to unfold.  After  seven  days,  the ocean began to break it's boundries  and overflood the earth.  Satyavrata collected everything, the seeds, the herbs,  and the living entities,  as well as the seven  great sages  who  illumined everything with their effulgence.   As  the ocean overflooded further,  a great boat was seen by  Satyavrata, and  he boarded it.   As the boat was in the water a great golden fish appeared,  and Satyavrata anchored Vasuki to its horn.   The waters  on the ocean became turbulent and the wind  stormed,  and the Lord's fish incarnaton, Matsya, protected the Satyavrata, the boat,  and the sages.   Satyavrata then began to offer prayers to the  Lord,  explaining that the Lord was the  original  spiritual master,  and  Satyavrata prayed that the Lord untied the knot  of ignorance,  false  ego from within his heart.   After  Satyavrata prayed,  the Lord Matsya,  enlightened Satyavrata with the truths of  Sankya philosphy as Satyavrata and the sages listen.   Anyone who hears this narration has all his desires fulfilled.

              *                 *                 *

    I've  finished  instructions 5-7 and have begun COMPOSING  my play.   Now you organize your story into three sections:  opening narration,  action scene,  and closing narrations,  and write the first drafts of your opening and closing narrations. 

       *             *       *     *       *             *

              *                 *                 *

              *                 *                 *

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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