Unit D: Writing a Play From Srimad Bhagavatam

Lesson  Eleven: Rewriting  for  Polish/Letter  Writing:   The                                                                   Form of the Postcard and the Friendly Letter

    Sending  a postcard is often less expensive and simpler  than sending a letter.

    Sometimes  postcards have wonderful color pictures  on  them.  Some  even  have pictures of Deities or Prabahupada's  Palace  of Gold.   Some  postcards  are very big,  but most are  a  standard size, about the size of the sample below. 

Here is a postcard with a message written on it.

       __________________________________________________________

       [                                                        ]

       [                 April 5, 19 --   ]            [[[[[[[[[]

       [  Dear Krsna dasa,                ]            [        ]  

       [    Please accept my humble       ]            [ STAMP  ]

       [  obeisances.  Did you receive    ]            [[[[[[[[[]

       [  the long letter I sent you?  I  ] Sriman Krsna dasa   ]

       [  never received  a reply so I    ]                     ]                 

       [  couldn't be sure. Will you be   ]  65 Temple Road     ]

       [  able to go on traveling sam-    ]                     ]

       [  kirtana this summer?  My parents] Phoenix, New York   ]

       [  said I could go and I'm really  ]                     ]

       [  looking forward to it.  I hope  ]     10031           ]

       [  you can also go.  I'm planning  ]                     ]

       [  to swim down Niagra Falls after ]                     ]                 

       [  we finish our preaching there.  ]                     ] 

       [  Haribol!                        ]                     ]

       [                 Your servant,    ]                     ]

       [                                  ]                     ]

       [                                  ]                     ]

       [________________________________________________________] 

Postcard messages always contain five parts:

1. The HEADING tells the date that the card was written.

2. The GREETING is the way that "hello" is said.

3. The BODY is the message.

4. The CLOSING is the way that "GOODBYE" is said.

5. The SIGNATURE tells who sent the card.

When you address a postcard always--

1. Place the stamp in the right-hand upper corner of the card.2.  Write the receiver's address is written below the  stamp,  on the the right-hand side.

Exercise:

Draw two postcards in your notebook.   Then choose two out of the three  situations  below  and write one postcard  to  match  each situation.   Don't  forget to use the correct form of a postcard.  Draw a stamp in the proper place of the completed card.

1.   You  are on traveling samkirtan for the summer and  you  are writing to your parents telling of your adventures.

2.  You  have just had a great time at a Rathayatra festival and ate unlimited prasadam and you are writing to a school friend who couldn't come because he was sick. 

3.   You have to send an important message to a friend,  but  can only send  it in coded words on a postcard.

              *                 *                 *

    After receiving  Sudama's postcard,  Krsna dasa sent him this friendly letter in reply. 

DATE                                      April 10, 19--                            

GREETING     Dear Sudama,

                Please accept my obeisances.   Thanks for             the  postcard.   I just received it today and             wanted to reply fast.   I never reveived your BODY        long letter.   Maybe you sent it to the wrong 

            address.  Are you sure you sent it?   

                Good   news.    I  will  be  able  to  go             preaching  with you this summer.   I want  to             preach at Niagra Falls with you,  but I'm not             sure I want to try swimming the falls.   Good             luck.   I  once  read how someone  went  down             Niagra Falls in a barrel.   If you write back             I'll tell you what happened to him.

CLOSING                                     Your servant,

SIGNATURE

POST        PS. I'll give you a hint.  He didn't have   a SCRIPT      barrel  of  laughs.   "yam  yam  vapi  smaram             bhavam"  You'd better be chanting if you try!

***   Notice  that the friendly letter and the postcard have  the same basic parts.

***   Notice that both greetings start at the left-hand margin.

***   Notice that both dates line up at the right margin.

***   Notice  that the first words of both greetings and  the              both closings begin with capital letters.

***   Notice that the PS (post script) starts at the left margin.

***   Notice that in  both  postcard and  friendly letter, commas 

      are placed after the greeting, the  closing, and the day of       the month.

***   Notice that  the first line of each paragraph  is  indented       about one half inch.

Exercise  A:  

Write  a friendly letter to a friend describing an  article  from Back to Godhead magazine that you really were interested in.

Exercise  B:  

Write   a  letter  to  yourself listing things you  plan  to  get accomplished  within  fourteen days.   Address  the  envelope  to yourself  and seal it.   Open it up on the fifteenth day  and see how you did.    

Exercise C:

Write a letter to yourself from a fictional person,  a person you met  on  samkirtana.   Have that person ask you  a  philosophical question.  Reply to his letter, and then have the person send you a reply to your letter.  
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