Unit C : Writing About a Memory

Lesson Eight  : Rewriting for Development--Choosing a Title

    I've  already  found  my topic and  gathered  detailed  notes through  PREWRITING.   I've  also  COMPOSED my  first  draft  and started  REWRITING the draft by reading it for FOCUS.   Now  I'll begin  REWRITING  for  DEVELOPMENT after looking at  the  PROCESS CHECKLIST. 

                       **      **      **

REWRITING--Rewriting for Development

     Read  the  draft again and note in the margin your  thoughts about these specific development questions:

     1. Where  are  the  places a reader will naturally  have  a         question?

     2. Are the answers placed right after the questions would be         asked?

     3. Are  their  any questions a reader may ask  that  haven't         been answered? Is any further information needed?

     4. Do  the  title and lead push the reader to read  on?             5. Do the title and lead push the piece's focus?

     6. Does the ending clearly let the reader know the piece is         over? 

     7. Does  the  ending  sum  up the focus  statement  of  the                 piece?

     8. Are  the  paragraphs made interesting through the  use  of         descriptive details, action, quotes, and dialogue?

    After  you have read your draft and made your comments in the margins,  complete  your rewriting for development by making  all the needed changes. 

                ***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***

    Two items in the checklist,  5 and 6, have to do with titles. Why is the TITLE of a piece so important?   The title is  usually the  first  contact  a reader has with a piece.  A  reader  often decides  to  read on or not depending on his  attraction  to  the title.

    What  makes  a  good title?   Let's look at  some  titles  of articles from Back to Godhead magazine:

The Vedic Conception of Communism

A Devotee's Life

Krsna: The Supreme Scientist

An Endless Love

The Four Enemies of Spiritual Life

The You that Doesn't Change

The Truth Doesn't Hurt

Encounters with the Lord of the Universe

Is Something Wrong in the Right-To-Life Movement?

The Golden Essence of Milk

    How  did  the  writers of these titles  choose  their  title?  Their first step was probably brainstorming. Trying to choose the best  title  without  many,  many  titles  in  front  of  you  is difficult.   It is also unnecessary.   Some writers list hundreds of titles before choosing the one that exactly suits their piece!  

    Before  I begin brainstorming to find a title that will  work for my piece, it would help me to review what makes a good title:

1. A good title arouses the reader's interest. 

Although no title can be interesting to every conditioned soul, a good title must awaken some interest within readers.  Choose  the part   of  your  piece  that  you  find  most  exciting  or  most interesting, and use some words from that part within your title. 

2. Most good titles are short.

Because  good titles must catch the readers interest  fast,  they are usually short.  Short doesn't mean only one or two words, but it means as short as possible.  Keep your titles short by cutting out all uncessary words or by using only part of a  good,  longer idea.

3. A good title is honest.

Although they should be catchy,  a title must also be honest.  It must  give  a real indication of what the  piece  is  about.   An attractive  title  that has nothing to do with the piece's  focus will make the reader feel cheated.  A good title is often part of the piece's focus.

4.  A good title makes the reader ask a quesiton that can only be answered by reading more.

Examples:

A splinters Tale

(What splinter?  What tale?)

The Death of My Father

(What did he think about the death of his fatehr?)

Knowing the Unknowable

(How is that possible?)

Captured By Krsna

(How did that happen?)

                  *             *             *

Although  I'll  keep these four qualities of  agood title  in  my mind  as I brainstorm,  I'll still write down every title that  I can think of. 

                  *             *             *

Prabhupada's  house,   Memories  of  Prabhupada,  Then  and  Now, Prabhupada's Here,  His Books Are Him,  He Lives Forever,  Living With Prabhupadas,  A Prabhupada fan, Memories, Prabhupada's Still Here,  His  House then and Now,  Prabhupada's House Then and Now, Thoughts of Prabhupada,  Still With Me,  Prabhupada's Smile,  The Reward  For Being Prabhupada's Servant,  Prabhupada's  Books  Are Prabhupada,  The Presence of Prabhupadam, Presence of Prabhupada, Still Here Now,  The Open Door,  There in His Books,  Prabhupada, Near   To  Prabhupada,   Always  With  Prabhupada,   Always  Near Prabhupada,    Prabhupada's   Gift,   Prabhupada's   Association, Prabhupada's Eternal Association.

                  *             *             *

Of these, I'll pick my favorites.

Memories of Prabhupada, Presence of Prabhupada, Still Here Now.

Memories  of  Prabhupada--doesn't  include  the  idea  behinf  my comment which is the focus of the piece.  I can't use this one.

Presence  of Prabhupada--The two "P's" together  are  nice.   The reader  will  ask "Where" or "How."  But's it's not quite what  I want.   How  about  "In the Presence of Prabhupada."  I  like  it because  the  piece  shows two different ways of  being  "In  the presence of Prahupada."

Still Here Now-- Is honest and catchy,  but isn't it doesn't hint at the focus as clearly as--

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                  *             *             *

                  In the Presence of Prabhupada  

                  *             *             *

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Exercise A:

Look  at the list of titles below and choose your favorite  five.  In  your notebook,  write each title along with your reasons  for thinking it good. 

"You Are Not Following Your Teacher"

From Despair To Love

Rainmakers, Big and Small

An Endless Love

To Know the Unknowable

A Higher Education

Encounters at Kuruksetra

Varieties of Happiness

How I Found A Real Yoga Teacher

How I Was Saved From Being Saved

Illusions of Enjoyment

The Miracle of Mayapura

Captured By Krsna

Reincarnation and Beyond

The You that Doesn't Change

Exercise B:

    Search  through Back to Godhead Magazine and find five titles that work (make you want to read further). In your notebook, list the titles along with the reasons why they attracted you to  read further.

Exercise C:

    Read   the  following  paragrahs  from   Prabhupada-lilamrta.   Choose two out of the three paragraphs, and brainstorm titles for each for three minutes.  Out of the titles you brainstorm, choose the  one that you think works the best.   Write down the  reasons for your choice.

1.    Summer  came,  and  the  110-degree  heat  made  it  almost intolerable  to spend time out of doors.   Hot,  dust-laden winds blew  in  the  city streets.   Streetside  hawkers  closed  their businesses during the day.  In early May, during 112-degree heat, a man collapsed in the street and died of heatstroke.   But Abhay ignored the heat and the ordinary limitations of the body.

(A Lifetime in Preparation, p.194)

2.     The  sight  of  taller trees  signaled  the  precincts  of Vrndavana,  as  the  thin horse trotted along,  past  the  police station  and water trough for animals.   On either side  appeared the  garden courtyards of private estates and  asramas.   Fragile white  malati flowers,  golden marigolds,  frangipani trees,  red hibiscus,  "trees of sorrow",  and many other flowers and  trees, some  known  only in Vrndavana,  bloomed forth in  the  brilliant sunlight.   The  Radha-Govinda temple loomed fortresslike on  his left, and opposite, in the distance, the high-rising tower of the Ranganatha temple.   They entered the narrow streets, tighter and busier places with markets and city dwellings, and then it became quieter  again.   At  the end of a narrow street,  by the  Yamuna River,   near  the  Kesi  bathing  ghata,  stood  the  small  and beautifully  ornate  entrance of  the  Vamsi-gopalaji  temple,  a narrow   three-storied   building  with  three  domes  and   many decorative arches. (A Lifetime in Preparation, p.202)

3.     Knowing  the  priests  of Radha-ramana  to  be  respected, learned Sanskritists,  some of whom also read English,  Abhay had brought  with him a few copies of ^SBack to  Godhead^S.   He  met Visvambhara Goswami, a young priest in his thirties who after the death of his father had left his law practice and taken over some of  the  temple management.   The temple was run under  a  "caste goswami"  system,  and thus for five hundred years  Visvambhara's ancestors  had  handed  down  charge  of  the  temple.   Although Visvambhara  had  met many sadhus,  he was immediately struck  by Abhay's  gentle and humble demeanor.   He accepted the copies  of ^SBack to Godhead^S and sat and talked with Abhay. (A Lifetime in Preparation, pp.205-206)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

    I've choosen my title,  now you can choose yours.  Brainstorm for  five minutes on possible titles.   Then choose the ones  you like  the  best.   After looking at the four points listed  about titles from the beginning of the lesson,  choose your best title.  Don't be afraid of changing the titles that you brainstormed.

                  *             *             *

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Of course,  remember to capitalize the first word and every other important word in your title.

                  *             *             *

Also  remember  that when you use a title as part of  a  sentence you've written, underline the title.  

Example:  I  had to search through the thirty titles that  I  had brainstormed before I choose In the Presence of Prabhupada.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                  *             *             *

       *                *             *                *

    After  you've  choosen your title,  read your  draft  through again  (a little slower than you did when you read it for  FOCUS) and check your piece for development.  As you read, make notes in the margins on your thoughts on the the REWRITING for DEVELOPMENT items from the PROCESS CHECKLIST in Lesson A9.  Then make all the DEVELOPMENT  changes you can before going on to the next  lesson, where you'll be reading "Putana Killed" from the Krsna Book.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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