Unit C: Writing About a Memory

Lesson Two  : Prewriting / Finding a Topic Through Memory Notes

    Carefully  look around at your surroundings and take notes on everything you see.  Include in your notes the memories and ideas that come to your mind.  Keep carefully looking and taking  notes until you are reminded of a person,  an incident,  a place, or an object  that  has to do with the temple or gurukula in which  you are  now  living.  Write  down that memory as well  as  as  other memories  that  this  first one reminds you  of.   Once  you  get started,  keep  writing down your memories until they focus on  a story   connected  to  the  place  where  you  are  now   living. Corrections  can  be made later.  (If you cannot come up  with  a  story  after ten minutes of note taking,  try agin at a different time, perhaps in a different place.) 

    After you've selected your story through memory notes,  go to  a place intimately connected with your story and take descriptive notes.  When  that is finished,  write out a first draft of  your story,  and  include  in it details from your descriptive  notes. After   you've   focused  your  first  draft,   write   a   short philosophical comment on your story.  

    When you've finished taking your draft through the process of writing,  tell your teacher it is ready for publishing as a small book.     

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

     To begin this writing project,  I'll first read the question carefully several times to make sure I understand it.   Then I'll divide the question into steps to make it esier to follow. 

1.  Carefully  look around at your surroundings and take notes on everything you see.  Include in your notes the memories and ideas that come to your mind.  Keep carefully looking and taking  notes until you are reminded of a person,  an incident,  a place, or an object  that  has to do with the temple or gurukula in which  you are now living.

2.  Write down that memory as well as as other memories that this first  one reminds you of.   Once you get started,  keep  writing down  your memories until they focus on a story connected to  the place where you are now living. 

3. (If you cannot come up with a  story after ten minutes of note taking,  try  agin  at a different time,  perhaps in a  different place.) 

4.  After you've selected your story through memory notes,  go to  a place intimately connected with your story and take descriptive notes. 

5.  When that is finished, write out a FIRST DRAFT of your story, and  include  in it details from your  descriptive  notes.  

6.   After  you've  focused  your  FIRST DRAFT,  write  a  short philosophical comment on your story.  

7.  When you've finished taking your draft through the process of writing,  tell your teacher it is ready for publishing as a small book.     

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

   Almost  half  of  these instructions (1-3)  have  to  do  with taking  the memory notes that will lead to my  story.   From  the instructions,  I have a clear idea of the purpose of the notes as well  as how to take the notes.   If you do not have a clear idea of what you must do and how to do it,  reread the instructions as many times as necessary.

    I am now ready to begin.  Since I am in my room in Vrindaban, my notes can start with my room's pale, blue walls.

Pale  blue walls;  quilted brown coat;  dark  blue  curtains;  an original   Srimad-Bhagavatam   dustcover  framed  on  the   wall; beautiful  pictures of Radha-Ballava  from  Melborne,  Australia; framed poster of Govinda playing his flute by a waterful,  in the moonlight,  in  green  Vrndavana dham;  tall green  metal  Almira cabinet  with  it's two  doors that open.   It's similar  to  the Almira in Prabhupada's room.  Prabhupada in his room in Vrndaban. My fanning Prabhupada during Prasadam.   Peacock feather fan; how do  you like Vrndaban,  he asked;  incident with garlands also in 1974;  first Mayapura festival,  I came in Prabhupada's house and saw  he didn't have garland and quickly went to Banki  Bihari  by riksa and got him garland; it was intimate and he was pleased, he smiled;  Prabhupada's last days also in that house;  Prabhupada's room,  Prabhupada's house,  devotees chanting softly. tinkling of Karatalas.   Prabhupada   thin.   Prabhupada  still  translating.  Prabhupada  still teaching,  proving that he is not the body  and that  Krsna consciousness is based on the desires of the soul  to serve   and   that  nothing  can  check   that   desire.    Krsna consciousness cannot be taken from us; it can only be given up.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Finished!    As  soon  as  I  saw  my  greeen  Almira  closet,  I immediately  was reminded of a similar one in Srila  Prabhupada's house,  here  in Vrndaban.   As soon as I thought of Prabhupada's house,  I immediately thought of some experiences I had with  His Divine  Grace within his house in 1974.  Then I rememebered  some things I've heard and read about Prabhupada in his last days.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Since stories clearly came from my notes,  I won't have to follow instruction 3--

3. (If you cannot come up with a  story after ten minutes of note taking,  try  agin  at a different time,  perhaps in a  different place.)

                  *             *             *

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Before going on, here's a Few Words on the WRITING PROCESS--

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                  *             *             *

     The  Writing Process is divided into different  steps.   The lesson  we have just done and the next two lessons are about  the PREWRITING  step.   The following checklist will help remind  you about PREWRITING and the activities that make up  PREWRITING.  We will  learn  or practice each of the five parts of PREWRITING  in these three lessons. 

PREWRITING 

    Prewriting  is when the author chooses his topic and  gathers the information he needs to write. During PREWRITING, --

     1. carefully read and understand the instructions. 

     2. choose your writing topic.

     3. write down possible sources of information that would be            helpful to complete the project.

     4. decide which sources are practical to use.

     5. gather the information.

     6. keep detailed notes on the information gathered.

*****************************************************************

     Now use the WRITING PROCESS on this writing project---

*****************************************************************

    Follow  instructions 1-3,  and then when you have your story, go on to the next lesson.   If, after taking memory notes for ten minutes you can't decide on a story,  follow instruction  3.  and try again.

1

