Unit C : Writing About a Memory    

Lesson Eighteen: Rewriting for Polish/About Words          

                     *      *      *      *    

   Part One--About Words: The History of the English Language

                     *      *      *      *    

    Sanskrit is called DEVANAGARI,  the language of the Demigods, because  Sanskrit is the language spoken in the higher  planetary systems.   Sanskrit  is so old that the first word sounds  spoken within the universe were the two Sanskrit syllables TA   PA.  The origin of all other languages,  including English, French, Hindi, Bengali,  German, and Spanish, can be traced to Sanskrit.     Not only  is  Sanskrit  the original  language,  is  also  completely scientific. Srila Prabhupada once described Sansksrit as follows:

        The  word  Sanskrit  means  `most  perfect'              because  you cannot pronounce a single  word        without having a bona fide principle.  It is        not like  the  English language, `but' `put'              with  differences  in  pronunciation  for no        reason. Sanskrit isn't like that.  Therefore              it is perfect; it isn't whimsical.

     All   Sanskrit word  meanings,  pronunciation,  and  grammar carefully  follow  set  rules.   Even after thousands  of  years, Sanskrit grammar rules and word meanings have not changed.

    English,  as  Prabhupada stated,  is quite different.   If we were  to  now  hear the English that was spoken before  the  year 1100,  we would not be able to understand much of it.  That  "Old English"   was  made  up  of  words  from  many  other  different languages.   The languages of the Celts,  the Angles, the Saxons, the Greeks,  the Romans,  and the Germans all had their influence on Old English.  

    Old English words make up many of the basic vocabulary  words that we use today.   Although most Old English words have changes through  the years,  they they can still be recognized as similar to words in Modern English.

        Old English                    Modern English

          feawe                           few

           daeg                           day

            mus                           mouse

        steorra                           star

           mona                           mother

         grippa                           grip

    In addition to coming from Old English or Middle English (the kind  of  English spoken between Old English and  today's  spoken English),  the  English that is spoken today is also made  up  of words from languages spoken all over the world.  Sometimes a word has  even  stayed  almost exactly the same when  it  entered  the English language from another language--

   address (addresse)                     French

      sauer (sour)                        German

     choros (chorus)                      Greek

       kangaroo                           Australian

    Sometimes English words also come from people's names or from the names of places.

     * sandwich     -- named after the Earl of Sandwich.

     * Ferris Wheel -- named after George Ferris, an  American 

                       inventor.

     * lima beans   -- named after a city in Peru.

    The  history of a word,  which language is has come from,  is called an ETYMOLOGY.

etymology -- 1. the history of a word

             2. branch of linguistic science related to this

                [Greek: etymos (true) and logos (word)]

digress   -- to stray from the main subject temporarily in speech              or writing.  

             [Latin: digressus, a form of digredi (to depart)]

falter    -- 1. to waver, lose courage, flinch

             2. to speak hesitatingly, to stammer

                [Icelandic: faltrast (to be uncertain)]

    At  the  beginning of the dictionary,  a description of  that system used for listing the etymologies that are given.  Usually, the  word's  etymology is within brackets [  ] at the end of  the entry's definitions.

      cousin -- n.  1. son  or  daughter  of one's          uncle or aunt;  2. a distant relative; 3.          citizens   of  a  related   nation:   The          British,  Canadians,  and Americans might          be called cousins. [ < Old French < Latin          consobrinus  = mother's sister's child  <          com = together + soror = sister]

     Etymologies are usually written in a kind of shorthand. This one shows that the word cousin is from Old French.  It also shows that  cousin  came  into Old French from the  Latin  consobrinus, which means one's mother's child.  The etymology also breaks down the Latin word into com + soror. 

                      *    *    *    *    *  

Exercise A:

The following statements may be true or false.  Number your paper from  1 to 5.   If the statement is true,  write true beside  the number of the statement.   If the statement is false, write false beside  the number.   You should alse write the correct statement beside any false statement.

1.Unlike English, Sanskrit follows strict pronunciation rules.

2.The  English  language  has stayed the same  for  thousands  of years.

3.Etymology  means word history.   It traces the origins of words in the English language.

4.Almost all modern English words come from the German and Celtic languages.

5.Etymologies are usually written in the back of the dictionary.

Exercise B:

    Read the following copies of dictionary entries.  Then answer the questions beneath the entries.

      adamant  --  adv.  unyeilding  to  requests.          determined  to  do  something.  [  <  Old          French  < Latin < Greek adamas +  mant  =          untameable (a = not and damoa = to tame)]

      assassin  -- n.  One who undertakes to  kill          treachorously.    Historically,    Muslim          fanatic  sent on murder errands.  [  from          French   <  Latin  assassinus  <   Arabic          hassassin,  plural  for hassas  (hashish-         eater)]

      donation -- n.  bestowal,  presenting, thing          presented,  gift (esp.  of money given to          an institution). [ < Middle English < Old          French  < Latin donatio + onis (donare  =          to  give  from  donum = gift  +  ation  =          instance of this)]

1. What languages did the word adamant come from?

2. What is the oldest form listed of the word assassin?

3. Which two words have the closest language sources?

                     *      *      *      *    

     Part Two--Prefixes, Suffixes, and Roots: More Prefixes

                     *      *      *      *    

 Here   are  more  prefixes  that  will  help  increase   your understandings of words.

ad -- to, toward

un -- not

ex -- out,from

up -- up, upwards

under -- beneath, lower

   Notice how these prefixes are used in the following words:

advance -- to go forward

His carefully chanted japa helped him advance.

unable -- not having the skill to do something

Despite his strength, he was unable to defeat death.

exclaim -- cry out, shout

Draupadi loudly exlaimed,"Hey Govinda!"

update -- bring up to the current time

The newsletter updated us on the latest book distribution totals.

underscore -- draw a line beneath; draw attention to

Each verse underscored the need for strong Krsna consciousness.

Exercise A:

   Study  the prefixes listed in this lesson until you know  them by heart.

Exercise B:

   Add one of the above mentiond prefixes to each of the words or groups  of letters given below.   Then write a sentence using the new  word.  Look up the word in the dictionary to make  sure  you have built and used the word correctly.

                     press             tend           

                     finished          vise           

                     keep              study

                     educated          vertise

                     word              start

Exercise C:

   Change  the meaning of each sentence by adding a prefix to the underlined  words.   Copy  the new sentence into  your  notebook.  Then,  in  a sentence or two,  explain the difference in  meaning caused by the adding of the prefix.

1. His devotional service was alloyed with material desires.

2. The minister felt welcome after his plane arrived.

3. The new devotee was the graduate student we had met.

Exercise D:

   Each sentence contains two words that use the above  prefixes.  Find  each  word,  copy  it  into your  notebook,  then  write  a definition  for the word.   If necessary,  use a  dictionary  for help.

1. Can you again administrate after that underpayment?

2. The miscreants were uprooted by the upheaval.

3. The excluded part was expelled by the machine.4. The untouchable king could not unnerve Krsna.

5. The  undersigned document advocates  that prasadam  be  served    each day.

                     *      *      *      *    

                 Part Three--Word Often Confused

                     *      *      *      *    

   Study the words according to their context. When in doubt, use the dictionary.

1.   

     council--     The king consulted his council of ministers.

     counsel--     The teacher gave the boy counsel.

     Which word means "group for giving advice"?  Which one means "advice"?

2.   

     principal--     The  principal activities of a devotee  are                      hearing and chanting.

     principle--     Can you name one religious principle?

     Which  word  means  "law for guiding action" and  which  one means "most important"?

3.

     advice--     Vidura gave Dhritarastra good advice.

     advise--     Please advise me how to serve Krsna best.

     Which  word means "information" or "instruction"?  Which one means "inform"?

Exercise A:

   Copy these sentences into your notebook,  filling in the blank with one of the two words. 

1. Kamsa had a _______ of demons.  

   (counsel/council)

2. The brahmanas' duty is to _______ advise the ksatriyas. 

   (advice/advise)

3. No meat-eating is a religious _______.  

   (principle/principal)

4. Fools become angry when given good _______.

   (advice/advise)

5. The  senior devotees gave _______ to the new bhaktas.     (counsel/council)

6. The _______ teacher in a school is called the Principal.  

   (principle/principal)

                     *      *      *      *    

Part Four--Removing Extra Words: Rewrite! Rewrite! Rewrite!

                     *      *      *      *    

     Often sentences must be rewritten again and again until they say just what the author wants and use no extra words. 

                         *      *      *

    Rupa  Goswami  read to the Lord some beautiful  verses  which Rupa  Goswami had written to glorify the Holy name and  the  Lord heard them. (24 words)

                         *      *      *

I  had  to  rewrite this sentence nine times  before  getting  it right.

    Rupa  Goswami read some beautiful verses that he had  written to glorify the Holy name and the Lord heard them. (20)

    Rupa  Goswami wrote some beautiful verses to glorify the Holy name and the Lord heard them. (16)

    Rupa  Goswami read some beautiful verses that he had  written glorifying the Holy name to the Lord. (17)

    Rupa Goswami wrote some beautiful verses glorifying the  Holy name and read them to the Lord. (16)

    Rupa  Goswami  read to the Lord the beautiful verses  he  had written glorifying the Holy name. (16)

    Rupa Goswami read to the Lord his beautiful verses glorifying the Holy name. (13)

    Rupa   Goswami  read  Lord  Caitanya  his  beautiful   verses glorifying the Holy name. (12)

   Rupa   Goswami  read  to Lord  Caitanya  the  beautiful   verses he had written to glorify the Holy name. (17)

   Rupa   Goswami  read  to Lord  Caitanya  the  beautiful   verses he had written in glorification of the Holy name. (18)

                        *    *    *    *

    Notice  that my final sentence could have been  written  with fewer  words--13,  16,  or even 12.   But the sentence I  finally choose  was  the  one that said just what I wanted in  the  least amount of words.

                        *    *    *    *

                   Rewrite! Rewrite! Rewrite!

              Until your sentences are just right.

          Don't make them short, long, fancy, or plain.

            Just make sure no unneeded words remain.

            Until their gone and your meaning's tight--

               Rewrite! Rewrite! Rewrite! Rewrite!

                        *    *    *    * 

Exercise:  Rewrite  the  paragraph  below until  no  extra  words remain.  Make  sure that the sentences meaning is kept the  same. Write  the number of words (within parenthesis) at the end of the paragraph.

    The blood was flowing as if it were a river that was the kind in a flood,  and the air was filled with the kind of screams that curdled-blood  of  humans and the whinnying of horses  that  were terified. Elephants that were without doubt huge were to be found charging  about  crushing  the soldiers fo both  sides  in  their panic.  There  was  no  doubt  that  Jarasandha's  eighteen  army divisions  were being badly defeated by the handful of Yadus.  To be found in the place where the battle was thick was the  Supreme Personality  of  Godhead  Sri Krsna,  also to be known  as  Yadu-nandana and His elder brother who was older than him having  been born  earlier than Him.  The bow that was called Sarnga and  that was Krsna's and that never ceased twanging,  loosened shafts that could  kill  someone  who they hit,  as if they were  streaks  of lightning.   Standing  beside  Lord  Krsna,   Lord  Balarama  was destrouying the type of soldier that was the enemy, smashing them with His club that was gigantic and dodging in an expert way  the trunks  that  were  flailing of elephants that were to  be  found quite teriffied.  It was a fact that Jarasandha meanwhile was  to be found becoming more and more angry and frustrated. 
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