Unit C: Writing About a Memory

Lesson Seventeen: Rewriting for Polish/ Spelling

                    Part  One: About Spelling

    The first principle in becoming a good speller is desiring to spell  well.   After  we decide we do want to  spell  well,  some simple activities will help us.

1. Always  proofread your writing.   Go over your writing word by    word to check if you have made any mistakes in spelling.

2. If you are  not sure how to spell a word,  check it.   Even if    you have a good idea how the word is spelled, but aren't quite    sure,  check  your  guess.  You  can ask someone  the  correct    spelling,  look  the word up in the dictionary,  or  even  ask    someone  else to look up the word.  If you check and learn the    spelling of words you don't know or word that you aren't  sure    of, your spelling will improve day after day.

3. Use  the  dictionary.   Practice  looking  up   words  in  the    dictionary  until  you can rapidly locate a word to check  its    spelling.

4. When you discover a word is  spelled wrong,  become determined    to  learn  that  word.   First find  out  the  word's  correct    spelling.   Then write it out clearly.   Then look at the word    and try to form a picture of it in your mind.   Then study the    word in these three ways.

         a. Say the word correctly and clearly.  We tend to speak             in a mumbling sort of way.   Then,  when we spell the             word,  we  only  know  "sort of"  how  it  should  be             spelled.  Because there is a relationship between how             a word is pronounced and how it is  spelled,  knowing             the correct pronunciation of a word helps us spell it.

         b. Ask yourself, "Is this word spelled as it sounds?" To             find  this  out,  say the word  slowly,  syllable  by             syllable.    In  the  word  "con-sti-tu-tion-al,  for             example,   almost  all the syllables are spelled just             as they sound.  The only difficult syllable is -tion.              We say it -shun,  but spell it -tion.   When learning             spelling  words,  note which syllables do not fit the             sound.

         c. If  a syllable's sound  does  not fit  its  spelling,             remember  that syllable and the way the  letters  are             put together.  Although a  syllable may be pronounced             one  way and spelled another,  the same sound may  be             spelled the same way in many words.  For example, the             -tion  in constitution is spelled the same in  pos-i-            tion,    par-ti-tion,   men-tion,   and   re-la-tion.              Remembering  different  spellings of a sound will  be             helpful.

5. Keep a list  of words that you have trouble spelling and words    that  you have just learned how to spell.   Study the list  at    least every week,  and again each time you add a word to  your    list.

6. Read  a lot.   Reading helps us  become familiar with the  way    words  look  when they are spelled correctly.   If we  develop    correct "eye pictures" of words,  we can easily tell if a word    is correctly spelled or not.

Exercise

   The  following statements may be true or false.   Number  your paper from 1 to 5.   If the statement is true,  write true beside the  number of the statement.   If the statement is false,  write false  beside  the number.   You should also  write  the  correct statement beside any false statement.

1. If  you  have a good idea of how you spell a  word,  you  are       probably right and do not need to check the word's spelling. 

2. Keep a list of words you have trouble spelling.

3. You should sound out words slowly,  syllable by syllable,  so    you can hear exactly the way the word is spelled.

4. Reading a lot helps to make us better spellers. 

5. There  is usually only one way to spell a certain  sound,  so    once  you  learn that spelling you will be able to  spell  all    words with that sound without having to study much.

   **      **      **      **      **      **      **      **

                    Part Two--Spelling Words 

Carefully study these words.   You will be tested on them in this unit's Unit Review Test.

  walked      weather       Wednesday       address      anyway

  awful       balloon       chief           choose       desert

  different   fourteen      handkerchiefs   language     lie

  neighbor    pieces        plain           quiet        quit

                  *      *      *      *      *

                    Part Three--Abbreviations

     As  with  weight,  there are two ways to  measure  distance, namely  the metric system and the standard system.  We will learn both.   Rememeber that Metric abbreviations are not followed by a period.

   STANDARD 

  inch = in.

  foot = ft.

  yard = yd.

  rod = rd.

  square = sq.

  cubic = cu.

  mile = mi.

  miles per hour = m.p.h.

   METRIC :

  centimeter = cm

  milimeter = mm

  decimeter = dm

  meter = m

  hectometer = hm

  kilometer = km

  kilometers per hour = k.m.p.h.

Exercise:

   Change   all   abbreviations   into  words  and   words   into abbreviations. Examples:

                     How much longer is an in. than a centimeter?

                     How much longer is an inch than a cm?

     Three days ago I went to see a new temple.  The journey took three hours travelling 65 m.p.h., which is about 100 k.m.p.h. The temple  was  beautiful,  made  out of ten tons of  black  marble. Carved  into the walls were Sanskrit verses made  from  in.  high letters.  Off  the ceilings hung twent chandeliers that were each  one ft.  long. There were black marble blocks on the floor each a square yard and beautiful paintings hung on the walls one m  away from each other. The temple was so dazzling, I think it was worth the 192 mi. journey.

                               ***

     One  day  the boys wanted to have a competition to  see  who could  jump  the farthest.  One boy said that he thought  a  flea could  probably beat him because he could only jump one mm and  a flea  could jump a centimeter very easily.  Then another boy said that  if  he  were  Hanuman  he'd  jump  hundreds  of  kilometers effortlessly,  what to speak of a dm or hectometers.  They  never had their competition that day!

                  *      *      *      *      *

                 Part Four--Spelling Challenges 

1. Proofreading:

   Copy the passage into your notebook,  proofread it, and recopy it correctly. 

     "When  Lord Balarama personaly saw the desturbences  creited by  the  gorila  and  heard that he had  allready  preformed  may mischeivous activities all over the country, He become very angry and decided to kil him. Imediately he took his club in his hands.

[Krsna Book Volume II pages 88-89]

2. Missing Letters:

   Copy the words into your notebook, filling in the blanks.

we_ther,   de_ert,   langu_ge,   l_e,  qu_t,  wal_ed,  _ednesday, a___ress,  a_ful,  n__ghbor, qu__t, handk_rch__fs, an_wa_, ch__f, p__ces, f__rteen, n_i_hbor.

3. Word Hunt:

    Words are hidden within the square below.  To find them, read from right to left, left to right, up to down, or down to up. You may also read corner to corner.   Copy all the word that you find into your notebook.

         ------------------------------------

         |      |      |      |      |      |

         |   L  |   I  |   E  |   X  |   I  |

         ------------------------------------   

         |      |      |      |      |      |   

         |   I  |   S  |   A  |   C  |   Q  |   

         ------------------------------------   

         |      |      |      |      |      |   

         |   L  |   N  |   T  |   O  |   P  |   

         ------------------------------------   

         |      |      |      |      |      |   

         |   L  |   W  |   Z  |   B  |   I  |   

         ------------------------------------   

         |      |      |      |      |      |

         |   Y  |   U  |   T  |   M  |   E  |

         ------------------------------------

4. From One Word to Another:

    How  many  words can you make form the one given by  changing the vowel sounds?

1. bat

2. for

3. big

4. pet

5. Anagrams:

    Find short words inside of larger ones and write them in your book. For example, the word stand contains tan, and, and an.

1.

2.

3.

4.

6. Sounds:

    Which word fits the descriptions? Write it in your notebook. 

a. I'm thinking of a word that rhymes with feather and influences    crops.

b. The word rhymes with pie and should not be spoken.

c. The word I'm thinking about rhymes with pain and is not fancy.

d. It rhymes with bit and means to make sith wool. 
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