Unit C:   Writing About a Memory

Lesson Twelve: Rewriting for Polish/Verb Tenses

    Verbs  tell  the  time that the action of the  sentence  took place within--past,  present,  or future.  The time of the verb's action is called the verb's TENSE. 

The PAST tense tells us that the action happened in the past.

                 King Nrga prayed to Lord Krsna.

The PRESENT tense tells us that the action is happening now.

                 King Nrga prays to Lord Krsna.

The  FUTURE  tense tells us that the action will  happen  in  the                              future.

               King Nrga will pray to Lord Krsna.

           *      *      *      *      *      *      *

                Forming the Different Verb Tenses

                      *     *      *      *

The PAST tense is usually formed by adding -ed to the end        of the verb.

               King Nrga prayed to Lord Krsna.

               The boys raced to the temple every morning.

The PRESENT tense is usually formed by leaving the verb as        it is. 

               King Nrga prays to Lord Krsna.

               The boys race to the temple every morning.

The  FUTURE  tense is usually formed by adding the words 

will or shall.

               King Nrga shall pray to Lord Krsna.

               The   boys  will  race  to  the  temple  every                morning.

EXERCISE A:

Copy  the  following list in your notebook and complete  it.  The first is done for you.

             PRESENT          PAST           FUTURE

1.           dance            danced         will dance

2.           play

3.           walk

4.           appear

5.           remark     

6.           clean

7.           enter

8.           decorate

9.           gather

10.          declare

EXERCISE B:

   Copy   the  following  sentences  into  your  notebook.   Then underline  the main verb once and,  if there is a  helping  verb, underline it twice. Finally tell the tense of the main verb. 

   Example: The guests have left their shoes outside.

                 (Editor: underline have twice.)

               Main verb is left, tense is past.         

Note: Not all sentences contain a helping verb.

1.  Akrura prayed to Krsna.

2.  Sudama Brahmana was warmly received by Krsna.

3.  Lord Caitanya taught people to surender unto Krsna.

4.  The science of Bhakti Yoga will help people become peaceful.

5.  Govardhana dasa will chant better rounds next week.

6.  The devotees danced ecstatically.

7.  The devotees will decorate the temple for Govardhana-puja.

8.  The devotees rented an auditorium for the program.

9.  The gopis were  absorbed  in love for Krsna.

10. The  gopis  wandered  through the forests  of  Vrindavana  in     search of Krsna.
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