Unit  C : Writing About a Memory

Lesson Ten : Rewriting for Polish--Ordering the Paragraph 

    We  have already gathered information in PREWRITING and  have gotten  our  ideas on paper during COMPOSING.  In  REWRITING  for FOCUS,  we  decided upon the main idea that we would  communicate through  our  writing  and  have  edited  out  any  sentences  or paragraphs  that  don't  stick to that idea.   In  REWRITING  for DEVELOPMENT,  we made our writing clear and  interesting.   Let's now begin REWRITING for POLISH.  

                         *      *      *

    POLISHING,  the last step in the writing process, consists of editing  for language and correcting mechanical  mistakes.   Here is  the "polishing" section from the PROCESS CHECKLIST.   An  "X" has  been  placed before each POLISHING item that we will  either study or review within the POLISHING lessons of this unit. 

                  *      *      *      *      *

    When  rewriting  for POLISH,  read slowly.  Use  proofreading marks  to  note directly on your draft where changes are  needed. You  may also make changes directly on the draft as you are going along.   Reading   for  POLISH  has  two   parts:   editing   and proofreading. Both can go on at the same time.

     EDITING  consists  of checking for strength  in  paragraphs, sentences, and words.  

 Strong paragraphs have--

    1. a topic sentence.

    2. each sentence sticking to the topic sentence.

  X 3. the sentences within the paragraph following in order. 

    4. no unnecessary sentences

 Strong sentences use--

     1. the subject-verb-object sentences as their basic sentence.

     2. the active rather than the passive.

     3. a varieties of sentence structures.         

  X  4. no unnecessary words.                            

 Strong words--

  X  1. give the exact meaning you want.

  X  2. are non-general, specific words.       

PROOFREADING consists of checking for correct--

  X  1. form (letters, postcards, envelope)

  X  2. usage

  X  3. grammar

  X  4. verb tenses 

  X  5. spelling

     6. punctuation 

     7. capitalization 

                  *      *      *      *      *

    Read the three sentence paragraph below: 

       The straw chair, it's frayed mats covered by the faded red cushion drooped upon it,  is creaking its age.  The huge man  had sat on it an hour ago,  his face strained even then.  Now,  after the minutes have again crept to the hour, both chair and man seem ready to burst. 

       Which two sentences are written in the present?  Which one is written in the past? Which sentence do you think uses the most descriptive  details?   Notice how the "time" order of the  three sentence plus the descriptive "space" order pushes the reader  to read on to find out "What happened next?"  You'll learn of "time" and  "space"  order  as well as review the  rules  for  paragraph writing in Lesson Ten. 

    Lesson Eleven and Twenlve review verb tenses,  helping verbs, main verbs, verb phrases, and linking verbs.  An incorrect use of verbs may give the wrong meaning to our words.  What a difference the  change of verb tense makes to the meaning of  the  sentences below!  

            The gurukula children were eating sweets.

            The gurukula children will eat sweets.

            The gurukula children have eaten sweets.

                Which one do you want to be true?

   English  has  many irregular verbs.  Lessons Thirteen  through Sixteen  review  irregular  verbs.   When our  use  of  verbs  is incorrect,  like  in  the  examples below,  a  reader  will  have difficulty keeping his mind on the meaning of what he reads. 

     Lord Siva drinked an ocean of poison.

     The man had ringed the temple bell.

     He teached me everything I know about Bhagavad-gita.

*******************************************************************

Lesson Ten: Paragraph Review and Paragraph Order

    A  paragraph  is  a group of sentences that  tell  about  one subject  or one topic.   Here are some rules to remember when you are writing paragraphs:

* Indent the first line of the paragraph.

* Begin a new paragraph when you change the subject or the  topic that you are writing about.

    Usually, each paragraph contains a topic sentence.  The topic sentence  tells what the paragraph is about.   The topic sentence is  most often placed either at the beginning or the end  of  the paragraph.   Paragraphs  also contain supporting sentences  which develop  the  point  of the  paragraph's  topic  sentence.  

                  *             *             *

The supporting sentences must be in an order that makes sense.

                  *             *             *

    One way to order a paragraph is TIME ORDER.  When we use time order,  we  list  the supporting sentences according to the  time that  they  happen  or the order they are  done.  Words  such  as "first,  next,  then,  and  finally can help when you  are  "time ordering" a paragraph.

Exercise A:

Choose  one  of  the activities below,  and write  out a  set  of directions how to perform it.  Before writing your directions act out  the  activity so you have a clear idea of the materials  you need to perform the activity as well as the order you actually do it  in.  At  the beginning of your directions,  list  all  needed materials.   Use words such as "first, next, then, and finally to help order the paragraph.

1. Playing karatals

2. Chanting japa 

3. Offering food

                  *             *             *

    Another way to order the supporting sentences is SPACE ORDER.  When  planning  to describe something using  space  order,  first take  descriptive  notes  on what you describe.   Then  list  the important  details  that  you want your reader  to  "see."  While listing these details,  use descriptive words that will create  a "picture with words" for the reader.

    Here  are  three  space  order systems  to  use  within  your paragraph:

     1.  One side to the other.  

Start  on  one side of the picture and move slowly to  the  other side  with  you description.   Make sure you relate  objects  and people to each other (behind Krsna is Arjuna, bow in hand) and to the picture as a whole (In the backround, the rising, smoggy city can be seen.). 

     2.  Overall view, then main focus. 

Introduce the whole scene first.   State where it takes place:  a forest, a city, a barn, a temple, or a palace.  Then describe the whole scene in detail.   Finally, describe the action or the main focus within the scene.

     3.  Main focus,  then move outward.  

First describe the main focus of your description,  and then show where everything else is in relation to it (below, behind, above, under, in front of, to the left of, to the right of).

Exercise B:

Choose  a Srimad Bhagavatam picture from the list following  this exercise,  and describe it using space order system one: One side to the other.  First take descriptive notes on the picture.  Then choose  the main point that you want your readers to see.   After deciding on the main point,  you can choose the important details and list them using descriptive words that will create a "picture with words" for the reader. 

Srimad Bhagavatam Pictures

1.  Srimad  Bhagavatam,  Canto  Eight,  Volume  One,  Plate  One: Gajendra with lotus flower.

2.   Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto Eight, Volume One, Plate Three: The cursing of King Indradyumna.

3. Srimad  Bhagavatam,  Canto  Eight,  Volume  One,  Plate  Four: The Lord lifting Mandara Mountain.

4.  Srimad Bhagavatam,  Canto Eight, Volume One, Plate Five: Lord Siva drinks an ocean of poison.

5.Srimad Bhagavatam,  Canto Eight,  Volume Two, Plate Two: Mohini Murti beheads Rahu.

6.  Srimad Bhagavatam,  Canto Eight, Volume Two, Plate Four: Lord Siva requests Madhusudana.

7.Srimad Bhagavatam,  Canto Eight,  Volume Two,  Plate Six:  Bali Maharaja becomes powerful.

8.  Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto Eight, Volume Two, Plate Seven: Bali Maharaja attacks Indra's capital city.

Exercise C: 

Choose  a  Srimad  Bhagavatam picture  from  the  list  following Exercise B, and describe it using space order system two: Overall view,  then  main  focus.  First  take descriptive notes  on  the picture.   Then choose the main point that you want your  readers to  see.   After deciding on the main point,   you can choose the important details and list them using descriptive words that will create a "picture with words" for the reader. 

Exercise D:

Choose  a  Srimad  Bhagavatam picture  from  the  list  following exercise B,  and describe it using space order system three: Main focus,  then  move outward.  First take descriptive notes on  the picture.   Then  choose the main point that you want your readers to see.   After deciding on the main point,   you can choose  the important details and list them using descriptive words that will create a "picture with words" for the reader. 

1

