Unit B: Asking the Devotees a Philosophical Question

Lesson Eight: Rewriting for Polish

                         /Grammar--Classification of Nouns

    Our  first  drafts have already been REWRITTEN for FOCUS  and DEVELOPMENT.   Now  we are ready to REWRITE for POLISH.   Look at the  REWRITING for POLISH section copied below from  the  PROCESS CHECKLIST. The items with "X" in front of them will be studied in the next seven lessons of this unit.

                         *      *      *

REWRITING--Rewriting for Polish

     When  REWRITING for POLISH,  read slowly.  Use  proofreading marks  to  note directly on your draft where changes need  to  be made.  You may also make changes directly on the draft as you are going  along.  REWRITING  for POLISH has two parts:  editing  and proofreading. Both can go on at the same time.

     EDITING consists of checking and correcting for strength  in paragraphs, sentences, and words.  

Strong paragraphs have--

     1. a topic sentence.

     2. each sentence sticking to the topic sentence.

     3. the sentences within the paragraph following in order. 

     4. no unnecessary sentences

Strong sentences use--

     1. the subject-verb-object sentences as their basic sentence.

     2. the active rather than the passive.

     3. a varieties of sentence structures.         

   X 4. no unnecessary words.

Strong words--

   X 1. give the exact meaning you want.

   X 2. are non-general, specific words.

     PROOFREADING consists of checking and correcting--

     1. form (letters, postcards, envelope)

   X 2. usage

   X 3. grammar

     4. verb tenses 

   X 5. spelling

     6. punctuation 

   X 7. capitalization 

                       **** **** **** ****

       ************************************************** 

     In  this lesson,  Lesson Eight,  you will learn about common and proper nouns.   You will also learn about count  nouns,  mass nouns,  concrete  nouns,  and abstract nouns.   Recognizing these nouns is important for capitalizing sentences properly.  Read the example  sentence  below  to  see  if  you  can  find  the  three capitalization mistakes.

     all the boys swam in the yamuna river last week.

     In  Lesson  Nine,  you  will learn  the  difference  between singular  and plural nouns.  Sometimes the forms of plural  nouns are tricky. Find the mistake in the following sentence.

     When we went to the forest, we saw many deers playing in the grass.

    In Lesson Nine,  you will also learn about possessive  nouns.  Can you find the mistakes in the sentence below?

                          Its it's toy.

     In  Lesson Ten,  Eleven,  and Tweleve,  you will learn about many different types of pronouns. Without understanding pronouns, it is easy to make the following mistakes:

             1.Arjuna gave Krsna das and I a sweet.

             2.There asrama is being cleaned.

             3.Those Gaura-Nitai deities are her's.

     Do  you think a pronoun antecedent (pronounced   ant-ee-cee-dent) is a relative of a pronoun uncle-cedent?  If you do, you'll find out what it really is in Lesson Thirteen. 

    In  Lesson Fourteen,  your knowledge of pronoun  antecendents will help protect you from the dreadful disease known as--

                       PRONOUN AMBIGUITY--

    Although most of you have not yet heard of pronoun ambiguity, see if you can recognize it below:

           Arjuna told Sridhama not to eat his sweet.

    Can you tell whose sweet shouldn't be eaten?

    Pronouns  following incomplete constructions can also confuse readers.  Are  you  confused when you read the  sentence  written below?

           Krsna dasa likes sandesh better than me.

    Does Krsna dasa like sandesh more than he likes me or does he like sandesh more than I do?

       You'll also learn to avoid those mistakes in Lesson 12.

                           *  *  *  *

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Lesson Eight: Classification of Nouns

    A NOUN is a word used to name a person,  place, or thing. The nouns in the following sentence are underlined:

1. Narada Muni visited Kamsa.

2. The sage visited the demon.

     In sentence 1. the two underlined nouns are the actual names of persons. These nouns are called PROPER NOUNS. Proper nouns are actual names of persons,  places,  and things.  Proper nouns  are always capitalized.

     Other  nouns,  like the underlined nouns in sentence 2.  are not  capitalized  because they are not  names.  These  nouns  are called COMMON NOUNS. Here are some common and proper nouns:

          Proper Nouns                     Common Nouns

            Krsna                            baby

            Devaki                           bride

            Kamsa                            king

            Brahma                           demigod

            Vasudeva                         bridegroom

            Purusa-sukta                     prayer

            Svetadwipa                       planet

            Surasena                         father

            Narada Muni                      devotee

            Vrndavana                       village

     Nouns  can  also  be grouped as  COUNT  NOUNS,  MASS  NOUNS, CONCRETE NOUNS, and ABSTRACT NOUNS.

     Most nouns can be counted and are called COUNT nouns:

  one vina     five vinas     several vinas
     Nouns that are not countable are called MASS nouns:

                music, strength, soup, happiness

     Nouns that stand for physical things that can be experienced by our senses are called CONCRETE nouns:

        prison, earth, baby. shackles, paper, chariot

     Nouns  that describe a quality that cannot be experienced by our senses are called ABSTRACT nouns:

            purity, rascaldom, gravity, restlessness

EXERCISE A:

   Copy  the  following sentences in your notebook.  Circle  each common noun and underline each proper noun.

1. Lord Krsna held the reins of Arjuna's chariot.

2. A golden whip was in His other hand.

3. The prince, Arjuna, shot arrows from his Gandiva bow.

4. Lord Balarama struck Rukmi with His club.

5. Srila Prabhupada wrote at his desk with a dictaphone.

6. Kesi's throat was choked by Krsna's lotus hand.

7. The young devotee sang before the Krsna-Balarama Deities.

8. The great sage Narada offered prayers to Lord Krsna with great    humility.

EXERCISE B: 

   Copy  the following sentences into your notebook.  Circle each count noun and underline each mass nouns.   

1. The demon Paundraka was filled with pride and envy. 

2. He put on two extra arms, got a club and a lotus flower, made    himself a cakra, and thought he was God.

3. Such rascals are very foolish and are madmen.actually madmen.

4. The  devotee  got incense, ghee wicks, a camara, and a peacock       fan for aroti.

5. Some   of  a devotee's qualities  are  mercy,  humility,  non-   violence, equanimity, and purity.

EXERCISE C:

   Copy  the following sentences into your notebook.  Circle each concrete noun and underline the abstract nouns.

1. Srila Prabhupada showed great tolerance.

2. Please put the flower vase on the altar.

3. Forgiveness and mercy are hard qualities to find.

4. The sweet words of Krsna are very pleasing.

5. The maha-prasadam on the table has a wonderful taste.

6. The  aroma  of the tulasi leaves attracted the four  youthful    sages.

7. Austerity,  mercy,   cleanliness,  and  truthfulness  are  the    pillars of saintly life. 

8. Look  at  the graceful and dancing form of Lord Caitanya  and    hear His melodious singing!
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