Unit B : Asking the Devotees a Philosophical Question

Lesson Seven: Reading--The Birth of Lord Krsna

     First  read  the Krsna Book passage listed after SECTION  A. After you have finished that passage,  read the passage listed in SECTION B.  Make sure you read the passages carefully.  After you finish reading both sections, answer the questions in SECTION C. 

SECTION A:   Begin reading Chapter Three on page 23, and continue reading  until  the third paragraph ending on page 25  (...within the room in which He appeared.)

SECTION  B:   Continue reading on at the beginning of  the  first paragraph on page 29 (On hearing the prayers of  Devaki...),  and continue reading until the end of chapter.

SECTION C:   After you finish A and B,  turn this page and answer  the questions. 

        QUESTIONS ON KRSNA BOOK--THE BIRTH OF LORD KRSNA

To answer the questions, refer to the instructions in Lesson A12.

A. Follow the direction for A and answer these questions.

   1.  Lord  Krsna  appeared on the _______ day of  the  _______        moon.

   2.  During  the millenium  of Svayambhuva Manu,  Vasudeva  and                  Devakis' names were _______ and _______.

   3.  They  practiced severe austerities for _______ years.

   4.  What benediction did they request from the Lord?

   5.  They then had a son named _______.

   6.  What was the name of the son of Kasyapa Muni and Aditya?

   7.  What   characteristics of the newborn baby struck Vasudeva        with wonder?

   8.  What  is  the  Vedic system of charity when  there  is  an           auspicious ceremony?

   9.  How did Vasudeva observe the Vedic system of charity?

   10. Tell  some details about the "atmosphere" within which  

       Krsna appeared.

   11. Another name for Vasudeva is  _______.

   12. _______s  and  _______s  were  singing  when  Lord  Krsna        appeared.

   13. _______  spread  his  hoods  over Vasudeva  when  he  was              crossing the Yamuna.

   14. Name the daughter born of Nanda and Yasoda?

B.  Follow the instructions for B and choose one of the following topics:  birth, Yamuna river, 4-armed form, prison.

C. Follow the directions for C using one of the following topics: Devaki, the picture in SB 10:1 of Vasudeva holding baby Krsna and crossing the Yamuna.

D. Follow instruction D. Answer two out of questions 1, 2, and 3.

     1. Why was Vasudeva convinced that the newborn baby was the 

Supreme  Personality of Godhead?  What did he do when  he  became convinced?

     2.  People  say that it is impossible for the Supreme  Lord, the cause of everything,  to enter into the womb of Devaki.  What was Vasudeva's argument (see page 25, last paragraph, and the top of page 26) explaining how it was possible?

     3. Why did Devaki request the Lord to conceal his four-armed form? (page 27, last paragraph, and the top of page 28)

E.  Follow instruction E and  and answer the following  question. In  Vasudeva and Devaki's previous birth,  they could have  asked for  anything  they wished from the Lord.  Instead of asking  for liberation,  they asked to have Lord Krsna become their child. If you could ask for anything you wanted from the Lord,  what  would you request?

                   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***

     Let's  now  go  on to the REWRITING for POLISH part  of  the writing process. As we have learned so far, we gather information in  PREWRITING  and  get  our  ideas  on  paper  quickly   during COMPOSING.  In REWRITING for FOCUS,  we decide upon the main idea that  we  will communicate through our writing and edit  out  any sentences  or  paragraphs  that don't stick  to  that  idea.   In REWRITING  for  DEVELOPMENT,   we  make  our  writing  clear  and interesting.   We  then  begin REWRITING for  POLISH.   The  next  nine lessons will help us effectively REWRITE for POLISH.
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