Unit B: Asking the Devotees a Philosophical Question

Lesson Two: Finding a Topic--Brainstorming

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

    Think  of  a  philosophical question you would like  to  hear different devotees answer.   Ask eight devotees,  both young  and old,  the  same  question.   Use the devotees' answers to fill  a small booklet.   After you have collected all the answers,  place the name of each devotee before the answer he has given.  Write a short  explanation  of  why  you chose  to  ask  your  particular question.   Use  this  explanation  as  an  introduction  at  the beginning of the booklet.   At the end of the booklet,  include a paragaph explaining what you learned from your  questioning.  Use the question you asked the devotees as the booklet's title. Or if you find another title that you think is better, use it.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

     First I'll read the question carefully several times to make sure  I understand it.   Then I'll outline what the question asks me to do.

1.   Think  of  a philosophical question you would like  to  hear different devotees answer.  

2.   Ask eight devotees,  both young and old,  the same question.  Use the devotees' answers to fill a small booklet.  

3.  After you have collected all the answers,  place the name  of each devotee before the answer he has given. 

4.  Write  a  short  explanation  of why you chose  to  ask  your particular question.  Use this explanation as an introduction  at the beginning of the booklet,  

5.  At the end of the booklet, include a paragaph explaining what you learned from your questioning. 

6.  Use  the  question  you asked the devotees as  the  booklet's title. Or if you find another title that you think is better, use it.

Now  that I understand the assignment,  I'll begin completing  it step by step.  The first step is--

  Think  of  a  philosophical question you  would  like  to  hear different devotees answer.--

            *********************************************

     What question should I ask?   The question should be one I'm interested  in  hearing  devotees  answer.   It  should  also  be interesting  to  others.   What should I ask?   I have  one  idea already.   It  has  to do with Bhaktivedanta Swami  International Gurukula in Vrindaban, the school at which, as I write this, I am now  living.   This question is one that devotees often  ask  me.  Here it is:

    Why  should  a boy who is born in the West go to gurukula  in Vrndaban?

Although  I like the question,  I will now BRAINSORM  and try  to find some others.   We'll now have a lesson on BRAINSTORMING, and then  you'll be able to use BRAINSTORMING  to find a question  to ask for your booklet.

            *********************************************

                             BRAINSTORMING

    When brainstorming,  first decide on a topic that you want to get ideas about.   Then begin writing down your ideas as fast  as you can.  Don't be choosey.   Write down all your ideas,  the bad ones along with the good ones. Don't even worry about handwriting or  spelling.    Just let one idea connect with another and write them down as fast as possible.

     Now  I'll  begin  BRAINSTORMING for a question  to  ask  the devotees.   I'll  brainstorm  for  ten minutes  and  see  what  I discover.

BRAINSTORM TOPIC:  What question should I ask the devotees?

BRAINSTORM TIME:  Ten minutes

* Why go to school in Vrndaban?

* Why do we shave our heads?

* Why take to Krsna consciousness?

* Why is the sky blue?

*  What is the most important thing needed for Vrndaban  gurukula   now?

* What would be the perfect gurukula location?

*  What  question would you like to hear the devotees answer?

* What would you say to Srila Prabhupada if you saw him now?

* What service would you like to do more than any other?

* What is your favorite preaching?

*  What  preaching  do you think would be most effective  in  the   world?

* What do you think about establishing Varnasrama within ISKCON?

* Which puppet show videos do you like the best?

* Which philosophical question do you find the most difficult  to   answer?

(After 5 minutes)

* Which story from the Srimad Bhagavatam has the most meaning for you?

* Which verse in the Bhagavad-gita has the most meaning for you?

* How did you join the Krsna consciousness movement?

* What do you think are the most important things a devotee needs to   learn when he joins the Krsna consciousness movement?

*   What  devotional  activity  helps  you  most  in  your  Krsna   consciousness?

(After 7 minutes 30 seconds)

* How do you memorize verses?

* What work do you like to do for Krsna?

*  What  activity could you learn that would  best  benefit  your   your Krsna consciousness?

*  What quality do you think it is most important that a  devotee  have?

*  What  quality  would  you like to work on in  your  own  Krsna consciousness that would most improve your Krsna consciousness?

* What quality do you most appreciate in your spiritual master?

* What quality do you most appreciate in Krsna?

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

    That  list of questions took me 10 minutes and 15 seconds  to complete. Brainstorming can be done for longer or shorter periods of  time (five minute,  twenty minutes,  fifteen  minutes,  etc.) Brainstorming can also be done with others.   Often brainstorming with  two  or more devotees on a topic produces many  good  ideas fast.   

    Brainstorming  is  not  only useful to  find  ideas  (like  a question to ask devtoees),  but it is also useful to find details about  ideas  (like finding out all you know about the  story  of Bali Maharaja).   And if you don't find what you were looking for on  your  brainstorming  list,  you can always  later  brainstorm another list. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                   Exercises On Brainstorming

Exercises A:

Brainstorm  on three out of the five topics  below.   Spend  five minutes on each topic.  See how many items you can get on each of your brainstorm lists.

1. All the things you do during the morning program

2. Your daily activities

3. The advent of Lord Krsna

4. The philosophy of Krsna consciousness

5. The place in which you live.

Exercise B:

    Hold  a ten minute brainstorm with another devotee about  one of the three topics below.

1. Krsna book

2. The Battle of Kuruksetra

3. History

Exercise C:

    Choose any topic and brainstorm details on that topic for ten minutes. 

Exercise D:

    Think about the writing assignment for Unit A.  In doing this assignment,  you  will have to choose a question to ask devotees.  Brainstorm,  in either two separate five minute periods or in one ten  minute  period,   a  list  of  possible  questions  to  ask.  Remember, the question must be philosophical.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

                          *   *   *   *

                             *  *  *

                                *

          * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

            Choosing One Question From the Brainstorm List

    Now  that I have my brainstorm list,  its time to choose  the question  I will use.   I'll go though my complete list and  mark the  four  questions that I would actually be most interested  in hearing other devotees answer.  Do the same with your list. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

After going through my list,  I've chosen four  questions.   Here they are:

1. Why go to school in Vrndaban?

2. What would you say to Srila Prabhupada if you saw him now?

3.  What  do  you think  are the most important things a  devotee needs  to  learn  when he first  joins  the  Krsna  consciousness movement?

4.  What quality do you think it is most important that a devotee have?

    After thinking about these questions, I've decided to use the last  one.  This question interests me and I think I will be able to  learn from what other devotees say.   The book that  will  be published  after  I  finish this assignment  will  also  be  good preaching. 

*   What quality do you think it is most important that a devotee have?

I'll just reword it--

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

* *                                                           * *

* *   What quality is most important for a devotee to have?   * *

* *                                                           * *

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

    Now  that I've got my question,  I'm ready to move on to  the next step.  Before you begin the next lesson, do the following:

1.  Take your list of your four favorite questions and choose one question to use.  

2.  Then  reword the question so it says exactly what you want it to say.
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