Unit B: Asking the Devotees a Philosophical Question

Lesson Seventeen : Rewriting For Polish

    Before you begin REWRITING  your drafts for POLISH, compare  the  first  draft and the final draft of my "Introduction"  and "Final  Words."    To  help you understand how  I  REWROTE  for POLISH,  I'll leave my proofreading marks,  notes,  and changes still on my first drafts. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                          Introduction 

                          (First draft)

    I chose the question,  "What is the most important quality a devotee  should  have?"  as  my  question  because  I  was  truly interested  in the answer.   I was also interested to learn  what other  devotees,  young and old,  thought to be  most  important.  This  quality  that is most important (I wasn't sure if  everyone would  agree on one quality or would have their own  "pet"  Krsna conscious  quality they personally cherished.) I wanted to  hear, and  learn,  and  think  about for my own  advancement  in  Krsna consciousness.   I  also knew it would be an inspiration for  the devotees to speak on this topic.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                          Introduction 

                          (Final Draft)

    Although  my  asking "What is the most  important  quality  a devotee  should have?"  came from a writing assignment,  I  still was truly interested to hear the answers devotees, both young and old,  would  give.    I  choose to ask this  particular  question hoping I would hear,  learn, and make advancement in my own Krsna consciousness.   Although  I  was  curious  to  discover  whether everyone would agree on one devotional quality as most important, or  if  everyone  would  choose  his  own  different,  personally cherished  quality,  I  knew that whatever the quality a  devotee chose  to speak on,  he would be inspired to speak,  because  his words would be in glorification of the path devotional service.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

           Here's my first draft of the "Final Words."

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                     Final Words: A Summary

    After  compiling the devotees' answers,  I was happy to  have heard  so many enlightening comments on Krsna  consciousness.   I learned the importance of humility,  tolerance,  and learned even from  a 7 year old boy that Krsnaika-sarana,  surrender to  Krsna had  "power  on it."  And it does.   Because  the  qualities  the devotees mentioned--tolerance,  humility, keeping always engaged, and  surrender  to Krsna are the activities  of  pure  devotional service,  I,  by  hearing  the words of the devotees became  more inspired  to  surrender  to  Krsna and  practice  these  elevated qualities and thereby go back to home,  back to Godhead.   I hope the readers of this booklet have become similarly inspired.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                           *  *  *  *

    You may compare that first rewriting with my final draft.

                           *  *  *  *

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                     Final Words: A Summary

    The  qualities the devotees mentioned as being most important --tolerance, humility, keeping always engaged, and even surrender to  Krsna  with  its "power on it," are  the  qualities  of  pure devotional  service.   By hearing  the words of the  devotees,  I became  more inspired to practice these elevated  qualities,  and thereby go back to home,  back to Godhead.  I hope the readers of this booklet have become similarly inspired.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

    I  still have more to do before this assignment is  finished.  I  have  to  go  through the interviews  I  gathered  from  the devotees  and  make some changes.   Here are a some  hints   on getting the interviews ready for publishing. 

1.  Cross  out answers or anything else that was said that  has nothing to do with the question. 

    For example, in the beginning of my interview with Prahlada dasa,  his  words that showed that he didn't understand what  I said can be removed.

P: What does "quality" means?

B: Quality means...

P: Quality means, "What thing they should do?"

B: Not so much a thing, but more inside your heart or mind.

P: What quality do I have?

B: No, what quality should a devotee have if he wants to be Krsna conscious?

P:  He should listen to a pure devote and when he listen, when he listens,  he  should not be so puffed-up.   

2. Remove "false starts" from the devotees' answers.  

    Although our spoken words may sound correct,  when they are written  down  on  paper,  word  by word,  they  seem  full  of mistakes. As Gurupada dasa started one of his answers, he said:

B: So you think humility is most important because you'll be able to chant properly?

G:   By  chanting properly...You have to chant properly and  then you'll achieve love of Krsna.

    We often begin to speak and then,  in the middle, change what we  want  to say.   Keeping that "false start" in the final  copy would make the reader's job of paying attention more difficult.

3. Add no new ideas to the actual words of the devotees.

    Keep  the actual words and ideas of  the  devotees.   Don't unnecessarily add words or take words away.

4.   Make  corrections  for  punctuation,  capitalization,  and spelling.

   Polish the interviews by checking the transcriptions for the following polishing items:

        1. accurate punctuation and capitalization.

        2. accurate spelling. 

                       *    *    *    *

    Now "put your pen to the paper" and complete the  REWRITING of   your   "introduction"  and  "Final  Words."   Follow   the instructions  for  REWRITING--MORE  THAN  ONE  DRAFT  from  the PROCESS CHECKLIST (Lesson A9), and go through as many drafts as 

necessary  until you're satified with your project.  Then  make all the needed corrections in your interviews.

    After  you finish your REWRITING,  tell your  teacher  your project is ready for publication.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

    In  the following lesson,  you can see the final version of my book titled:

                     *       *      *      *

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

       The Most Important Quality: A Question for Devotees

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

    You have now studied how to REWRITE for POLISH,   and you can begin POLISHING your first draft.  As you REWRITE for POLISH, use proofreading marks to note down the changes that need to be made.  To  help you remember what to look for,  check the REWRITING  for POLISH of the PROCESS CHECKLIST in lesson A9. Bring your draft to completion  by  following the steps in the   PROCESS  CHECKLIST'S REWRITING--MORE THAN ONE DRAFT section.

******************************************************************

          You'll see my final draft in the next lesson.

******************************************************************
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