Unit B: Asking the Devotees a Philosophical Question

Lesson Sixteen: Rewriting for Polish--Words

   Look  at the REWRITING for POLISH checklist.  An "X"  before each part of POLISHING that has to do with WORDS. 

                        *   *   *   *   *

    EDITING  consists  of checking for  strength  in  paragraphs, sentences, and words.  

Strong paragraphs  have--

   1. a topic sentence.

   2. each sentence sticking to the topic sentence.

   3. the sentences within the paragraph following in order. 

   4. no unnecessary sentences

Strong sentences use--

   1. the subject-verb-object sentences as their basic sentence.

   2. the active rather than the passive.

   3. a varieties of sentence structures.         

X  4. no unnecessary words.

Strong words--

X  1. give the exact meaning you want.

X  2. are non-general, specific words.used.       

                        *   *   *   *   *

    To  help us POLISH the words within our sentences,  each unit of the Language Arts books will contain a lesson on  WORDS.   The lesson will consist of four parts:

        1. About Words

        2. Prefixes, Suffixes, and Roots

        3. Word Often Confused

        4. Removing Extra Words

                        *   *   *   *   *

                        *   *   *   *   *

            Part One--About Words: Words In Context

    What  does the word "fritter" mean?   Does "fritter" mean  to waste something little by little?  Or does "fritter" mean a slice of  fruit or vegetable covered by batter (flour mixed with spices and water) that has been slowly fried?

    Both  meanings  are  correct.  "Fritter" has  more  than  one meaning.  To  discover  which meaning of the word is  meant  when "fritter"  is  used within a sentence,  one has to  look  at  the CONTEXT the word is used within.

    The  CONTEXT of a word is the words or phrases that  surround the  word.   The context of a word helps determine the meaning of the word.

Which  meaning  of the word "fritter" is correct in the  sentence below?

The naughty little boy was determined to fritter his time away.

   It is obvious which meaning is correct.  Usually, common-sense leads  to  choosing  the correct meaning of a word  from  several possible meanings.

Read  the  following sentence,  and use common-sense to help  you pick the correct meaning of the word "geyser."

    The geyser within the park shot up into the air 65 feet.

Does  the word "geyser" as it is used in the sentence above  mean "a  hot spring that occasionally shoots up a column of water"  or "a device used to quickly heat up water for washing and bathing?"

    Which  words  in  the sentence helped you  decide  one  the correct meaning of "geyser?"

EXERCISE A:

   One  difficult  word  is underlined in each of  the  sentences below.  Use  common-sense to help you decide on a definition  for each underlined word.   Write your meaning within your  notebook.  Under  your definitions,  write which words helped you decide  on the word's meaning.

1.  After I gave him a large portion of mahaprasadam,  he  proved     himself an ingrate by not even saying "thank you."

2.  The  old and sad poorly clothed pauper simply begged all  day     long.

3.  It was not a great fight, it was simply a petty quarrel.

4.  Rather   than  being   suitable  entertainment for them, the     Varnashrama College boy's considered the toys puerile.
5.  He  threw away the fruit prasadam's skin and pits and ate its     pulp.
6.  One chapati usually suffices for you,  but for me,  it is not     enough.

7.  We were impatient to begin chanting, but the Bhakta was in no     hurry.

8.  I have a copy of my favorite picture of Krsna of which I saw     the original of when I was in Vrndaban.

9.  I  fear  his  talking  to you  would  increase,  rather  than     mistigate your feelings of sorrow.

10.  Why didn't Sisupala concur with Sahadeva's proposal to honor      Krsna  with  first  worship  during  Maharaja  Yudhisthira's      Rajasuya sacrifice?

                        *   *   *   *   *

       Part Two--Prefixes, Suffixes, and Roots: Prefixes

    A prefix is a group of letters that make up one syllable  and is  placed  before  a  word that changes or adds  to  the  word's meaning.   Knowing  the  meaning of a word's prefix can  help  us understanding  a  word's meaning even if we've never  seen  the word before. For example:

fore--before, in front of

mis--wrongly, badly

re--again, back 

over--too much, more, beyond

Notice  how these prefixes are used in the following  words:

forecast--an advanced statement of what will happen

    Example: He heard tommorrow's weather forecast.
misinform--to give incorrect information

    Example: He misinformed me of the festival's starting time.

recall--to bring back to mind

     Example: Can  you recall in which  city the first Rathayatra               festival was held?

overburden--to place too heavy a load

     Example: The small donkey was overburdened  with a huge load               of straw.

EXERCISE A:

   Study  the prefixes listed in this lesson until you know  them by heart.

EXERCISE B:

   Add  one of the above mentioned prefixes to each of the  words given below.   Then write a sentence using the new word.  Look up the  word in the dictionary to make sure you have built and  used the word correctly.

                    turn                lead          

                    dose                word          

                    most                estimate

                    pay                 live 

                    generous            front

EXERCISE C:

   Change the meaning of each sentence by adding a prefix to  the underlined  words.   Copy  the new sentence into  your  notebook.  Then,  in  a sentence or two,  explain the difference in  meaning caused by the adding of the prefix.

1. Just to be sure, we checked the map.

2. The van supplied the boys with cookies.

3. The gun fired.

4. Many innocent people are lead by atheistic books.

5. Even  his excellent sight could  not save him from the  danger    that was approaching.

EXERCISE D:

   Each  sentence contains at least two words that use the  above prefixes.  Find each word, copy it into your notebook, then write a  definition for the word.   If necessary,  use a dictionary for help.

1. They were all reminded to return back to Godhead.

2. Do not be overconfident or you will mislead others.

3. The outspoken devotee was in  the forefront due to his  strong    preaching.

4. The  misdeed overshadowed the good he had done. 

5. The smoke overwhelmed him and caused him to retrace his path.

                       *   *   *   *   *

               Part Three--Words Often Confused

     Use  the  context in which the words are used as  a  clue.  Then,  from the definitions below,  figure out which word  goes with which definition.  If you are in doubt,  look the words up in the dictionary. 

1.   compliments--     He received his hosts compliments 

                       for his lecture.

     complements--     A kitchen complements a house.

     Which  word  means "polite expression of praise"  and  which word means "completes"?

2.   stationery--     Maharaja needs some stationery.           

     stationary--     The car was stationary.

     Which word means "not moving"? Which word means "things used for writing"?

3.   formerly--     Formerly, he was a soccer player.

     formally--     He   dressed   formally  for  the   preaching                     program.

     Which   word  means  "before"  and  which  means   "in   the proper way"?

EXERCISE A:

   Copy the sentences into your notebooks and fill in the  blanks with a words listed below the sentence. 

1. The devotees dressed _______ on harinama. 

   (formally/formerly)  

2. People _______ lived longer lives. 

   (formerly/formally)

3. The expertly played mrdunga  _______ the kirtana. 

   (complimented/complemented) 

4. The devotees received the mayors _______ for their prasadam    distribution. 

   (compliments/complements)

5. The  gopis  remained  _______ as they watched  Krsna  leave    Vrindavana.  

   (stationery/stationary)

6. The teacher wrote a letter on Gurukula  _______.  

   (stationery/stationary)

                        *   *   *   *   *

               Part Four--Removing Extra Words:

    A  sentence should contain no extra words for the same reason that a machine should contain no extra parts.   

Why write--

    There is no doubt that it is raining outside.

        When--

             It is raining outside.

                 --will do.

    When rewriting your sentences to save words,  make sure you remove  all  unnecessarily  repeated  words  or  ideas.   Count words--both  before and after your rewriting--to see  how  your sentence has improved. 

This  devotee  is the kind of a devotee who can  distribute  many books to people. (15 words)

This devotee can distribute many books. (6 words)

The  kind of prasadam that I like best is that kind  of  prasadam that is served when they serve the Sunday feast. (22)

I like Sunday feast prasadam best. (6 words)

Exercise A:

Remove the extra words as you rewrite the sentences below.  Count words both before and after you rewrite the sentences.

1.   It  is a fact that Sri Krsna is the Supreme  Person  without doubt.

2.   This book is the type of book that can be read many times by people and can still be the kind of book that is interesting. 

3.  The  kind of person I like best is the type of person who  is very compassionate towards you.

4.   There is no doubt about the fact that Krsna jumped from  the kind of tree called a kadamba to chastise Kaliya.

5.   Krsna jumped with the type of force of a huge elephant,  and that the Yamuna overflooded its back, there is no doubt.

6.   Srimad Bhagavatam is the book which is the guiding light for the age of Kali, which is the age we're in now. 

7.   The  Bhagavatam is to be accepted by those who are  in  fact actually the one's who are intelligent. 

8.   There  are  no mistakes that are there to be found  in  that glorious scripture. 

9.   The  fact  that Vritrasura's head took a year to be cut  off proves  that there is no doubt about it that his neck was  to  be known as the kind of neck that is thick. 

10. Haridasa Thakura was the type of devotee that was pleasing to the  Lord  because of the fact that that sort of devotee  is  the kind that is always so very humble and so very nice too.
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