Unit  B : Asking the Devotees a Philosophical Question

Lesson Thirteen: Rewriting for Polish/

                              Grammar-Pronoun Antecedents

     We  have learned that pronouns are words that take the place of nouns to avoid repeting nouns again and again. For example,

Arjuna dasa checked Arjuna dasa's book bag to see if Arjuna dasa       had brought Arjuna dasa's kartalas with Arjuna dasa.

     If  we  wrote  like that,  no one would  read  our  writing. However,  by  using  pronouns,  we could that sentence easier  to read.

           Arjuna dasa checked his book bag to see if 

              he had brought his kartalas with him.

    The  noun  a pronoun refers back to is called the  pronoun's ANTECEDENT.  In the sentence above, Arjuna dasa is the antecedent of the pronouns he, his, and him.

     A pronoun without an antecedent has no definite meaning. The pronouns he, his and him, for example, can refer to any male, but when they have an antecedent, like Arjuna dasa, the pronouns have a definite meaning--Arjuna dasa.

     Two pronouns,  I and you,  needn't have  antecedents.  Their meaning  is automatically clear without our using an  antecedent. For example,

                       I did aroti today.    

     I  has no antecedent,  but it is automatically clear that  I refers to the speaker (or writer) and thus the speaker,  although not mentioned in the sentence, is the antecedent.

                 You must clean your room today.

     Similarly,   the   pronoun  you  in  this  sentence  has  no antecedent.  Yet it is clear that you refers to the person  being spoken to.

     Even though I and you do not require antecedents,  make sure it's  clear  who these words refer to when they are  used  within quotations.    Don't  put  I's and you's in a  quotation  without letting  the  reader know beforehand who is speaking and  who  is being spoken to. 

For example--

    Sisupala  said  to the kings at the  Rajasuya  sacrifice,  "O Kings,  you may accept Krsna as most suitable for worship,  but I cannot. He is simply a cowherd boy."

     This  quotation is perfectly clear but the reader would  not know who was speaking or who was spoken to if all you wrote was:

"You may accept Krsna as most suitable for worship, but I cannot. He is simply a cowherd boy."

           Who is the speaker? Who is he speaking to?

EXERCISE A :

   Copy the following sentences into your notebook. Underline the pronouns once and their antecedents twice.  Some of the sentences have more than one pronoun or and more than one antecedent.

1.  Lord Krsna was seated on his throne.

2.  A messenger came from his king, Paundraka.

3.  "King  Paundraka has given  me a message for you,"  said  the      messenger.

4.  The messenger said, "Paundraka has said that he is God."

5.  "I am the Supreme Lord!" declared the foolish Paundraka.

6.  Krsna replied that He would sever Paundraka's head."

7.  Krsna said, "I shall cut off Paundraka's head with My disc.

8.  Paundraka had decorated himself with the symbols of Visnu.

9.  Paundraka's soldiers showered their weapons on Krsna.

10. Krsna smilingly said, "Paundraka, your death is near."

EXERCISE B :

   Go  through the Birth of Lord Krsna and copy twenty  sentences with pronouns in them into your notebook.  Underline the pronouns once and the antecedents twice.
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