Unit B: Asking the Devotees a Philosophical Question

Lesson One: Reading--The Advent of Lord Krsna

    First  read  the Krsna Book section listed after  SECTION  A.  After  you have completed that section,  begin reading SECTION B. Make  sure  you read both sections carefully.   After you  finish reading both sections, answer the questions following SECTION C.

SECTION  A:   Begin  reading from the first paragraph of  page  3 (Once  upon a time...) and continue reading until page 4  line  3 (...with great reason and evidence.)

SECTION  B:  Continue  reading from the last paragraph of page  6 (Vasudeva,  after deliberating...) and keep reading until the end of the chapter.

SECTION C:  After completing sections A and B,  turn the page and answer the questions. 

        QUESTIONS ON KRSNA BOOK--THE ADVENT OF LORD KRSNA

To answer the questions, refer to the instructions in Lesson A12.

A. Follow the directions for A and answer the following questions:

   1.  Devaki's father's name was _______.

   2.  Devaki  gave  birth to _______ male children  and  _______        daughter(s).

   3.  Kamsa was a demon named _______ in his previous birth.

   4.  Kamsa  was of the _______ dynasty,  while Sri Krsna was of        the _______ dynasty.

   5.  Who  warned Kamsa about the demigods  taking birth in  the        Vrsni family?

   6.  Why  did he do that? (see question 5)

   7.  What  was  Vasudeva's reason in giving his  first-born  to        Kamsa?

   8.  Why didn't Vasudeva trust Kamsa's behavior?   9.  Why didn't Kamsa immediately kill his sister?

   10. Kamsa's advisors were all _______ who were always  afraid        of the _______.

   11. Surasena  was  _______'s   father  and Kamsa was  the  son  of               _______.

   12. Write  down  some of the details about Kamsa's  character        that you have learned from this story.

   13. Write down as many items as you remember from Devaki's dowry.

   14. What  musical  instruments   were played  during  the  wedding               procession?

   15. Quote  the saying of Canakya Pandita that tells who not to           trust.

B.  Follow instructions B using one of the following four topics:        1. Kamsa  2. voice  3. Vasudeva  4. Narada

C.  Follow instructions C using one of the following topics:   

     1. the chariot ride of Vasudeva and Devaki 

     2. Bhumi (read the first paragraph on page 1)

D.  Follow the instruction for D and answer one out the following three questions.

     1.  In answer to Lord Brahma's prayer, Lord Visnu let Brahma know that He would soon appear.  Thus, Bhumi's difficulties would end.  Read  Bhagavad-gita 4.  7 and the purport and  answer  this question: Why did Lord Krsna have to come Himself to kill a demon like Kamsa?

     2. When Vasudeva was trying to convince Kamsa not to kill Devaki, he  used the example of the moon reflected on water or ghee (read  the second  paragraph on page 5).  Explain the analogy and describe how it agreed with Vasudeva's desire that Kamsa not kill Devaki.

     3.  Vasudeva  kept his word and brought his newly-born infant  to Kamsa.   Thus he did his duty. On page 7, Srila Prabhupada writes: "It is said,  therefore,  that a saintly person can tolerate all kinds  of miserable  conditions of life,  a learned man can discharge his duties without  awaiting favorable circumstances,  a heinous person like Kamsa  can  act in any sinful way,  and a devotee  can  sacrifice everything  to  satisfy the Supreme Personality  of  Godhead."  A sinful man will do anything to satisfy his desires, and a devotee will do anything to satisfy Krsna.  Write a paragraph telling the different  results that come from acting like a devotee or acting like a sinful man.  For help you may read the verses and purports from Bhagavad-gita 16.19 and 18.65. 

E.  Follow  instruction  E  and write a paragraph  giving  a  personal example  of  how you did your duty in Krsna consciousness  and  became happier by doing it.
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