Unit A:Introduction to Writing

Lesson Eight: Rewriting the First Draft

    The three rewritings are finished!  To have done these  three REWRITINGS,  you'd  have taken your pen in hand and  cut,  added, changed,  and  reordered your first draft until it  was  focused, developed,  and polished.   After making all those changes,  your draft would be all marked up and messy. Unreadable, by anyone but yourself.  The  next step would be to neatly rewrite  your  first draft and read what you've got. 

    Think  of  this  rewritten copy as  your  second  draft.   Go through the REWRITING stages of FOCUS,  DEVELOPMENT,  and  POLISH again,  and, if necessary,  rewrite the piece into a third draft. To test your draft on  a reader,  give it to a friend.  Show  him one  of the RESPONSE SHEETS from Lesson A10,  and ask him to read your draft for either  FOCUS,  DEVELOPMENT,  POLISH--EDITING,  or POLISH--PROOFREADING.  You  may want him to respond to your draft for  two,  three,  or  even all four of them.  (He'll  not  write anything  directly on your draft,  but will note his comments  in the correct spaces on the RESPONSE SHEET.) 

    After  he's returned your draft and you've read his response, you  might  find that you may have to bring the  writing  project through a few more drafts before it communicates just the message you  want it to.  You may find that sections of your writing  may require  more  gathering  of  information  (prewriting)  or  more composing. 

   After your writing project is finished, it can be printed into a book for others to read.

EXERCISES

A.  Answer  these  "True or False" questions in your notebook  by writing "T" next to the numbers that are true and "F" next to the numbers that are false. Then write the false statements correctly next to their number.

1. After you've done the three rewritings,  your writing project    is finished. 

2. After  you've completed your changes your paper should be  as    neat as a typed-up sheet. 

3. Neatly rewrite your changed first draft into a second draft.

4. Go  through  the three readings of  FOCUS,  DEVELOPMENT,  and    POLISH again,  and,  if necessary,  rewrite your second  draft    into a third draft. 

5. Show  a friend your draft and the response sheet and  ask  him       to read your draft for focus,  development, and polish. Remind       him not to find too many mistakes. 

6. Tell  him  that he must be sure his ideas are good before  he    writes them onto your paper.

7. After  your draft is returned,  you might find  it  necessary          to  bring  it  through   a few more drafts  to  make  sure  it       communciates just what you want. 

8. When rewriting,  sections shouldn't require more composing or    more gathering of information. 

9. After it is finished,  your project can be engraved in  stone    and  carried  to  far off provinces for primitive  natives  to       translate and read.

B.  Why  do  you think it may help to get another's response  on your writing project before you've finished it?

C. Explain in your own words the actual rewriting of the piece.

                                *

                              *   *   

                          *   *   *   *

                      *   *   *   *   *   *

                          *   *   *   *

                              *   *   

    To  help  you remember the steps of the writing  process,  we have prepared a PROCESS CHECKLIST on the following page.  You can refer to it as you write.

                          *   *   *   *

1

