Unit A:Introduction to Writing

Lesson Three: The Process of Writing

    How  does one become a skilled writer?   Aside from  praying for Krsna's mercy,  one must ....  Can you guess?  Offer incense? Buy a taperecorder?   Eat a lot of sweets?   No.  One must write. And  write  and  write and write.   Writing is  just  like  Krsna consciousness  in  that sense:  One must first practice  it,  and then, with good instruction, one will become expert.

    Since  this book is a writing textbook,  it will,  of course, have plenty of writing for you in it. Each of the book's units is based on a writing project, and as we go through each project, we will  be  instructed  on  the skills necessary  to  complete  the project.   The skills learned in each project can be used in  all the writing we will do. 

    Why  will one project's skills be useful in  other  projects?  The  reason  is simple.  Although you will write about  different subjects,  the system used to complete each project will be about the same.  Whether you write of an event in the news, a letter to a  friend,  a puppet script,  or of an experience you had at  the last  Rathayatra,  each time you will follow the same process  to bring your writing from beginning to completion.  

    That  writing  process  is made  of  three  parts--PREWRITING, COMPOSING,  and REWRITING.  Although the  process that one person  uses may be a little different than the process of  another,  the similarilties will still be great.  Studying a general process of writing will therefore be helpful to everyone.

EXERCISES

A.  Answer  these  "True or False" questions in your notebook  by writing "T" next to the numbers that are true and "F" next to the numbers that are false. Then write the false statements correctly next to their number.

1. The skills needed to complete each unit's writing project will    be taught before the project is begun. 

2. Each Unit will be based on a writing project.

3. Skills learned in one project will be useful in other writing.

4. Each person uses the same process as he writes.

5. The  basic  parts  of the writing  process  are  freewriting, drafting, and rewriting.

B.  Explain in your own words why there will be a lot of  writing in this textbook. 

C.   Explain  in  your  own  words  how  writing  is  like  Krsna consciousness.
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